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Saadis to strotdi out $9.2b in paymants 

^WASllNGTON (R) — Saudi Arabia and the United Stases have 

^gned an — •— * •-■ • . _ . 

remuctiire 

defeiue oSidab ^ 

cteir the financia] read for a repoited plan by the Saudis to boy $6 
biffion in coonnerdal airliners from BMing Co and McDonnell 
Douglas Coip. The defence ofTicials, who asked not to be tdentified. 
said die restruetunng deal was sieved by ofCdals of the two 
joveniaieats and of McDonnell Dougjas Corp., Raytheon Co 
General Dynamics Corp. . FMC Cbrp. and Gerwrai Motors Corp. The 
S9.2 btlUoo in payments previously scheduled over the next two years 
we part of some S30 billion in Americaa weapons ibe Snntfis have 
agrcM to buy. The defence ofCdals said the plan will allow 
Aniriai wbicb has been hit by dedining oil prices, to stretch out 
payments for jets, missiles, tanks, armoured troop carriers and other 
wms without cancelling planned purchases. The deal chiefly affects a 
S9 hflUon deal by die Saudis to buy 72 McDonnell F-IS Caters. 


Voiume 18 Nnmbcr 5527 



An independent Xrab polmcal daily pubti&O^^^p JordO^^K Foundation 
.^ijii, ujjVi ijt ^ *^**j| ;;TF * 


AMMAN TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1994, SHA’BAN 20, 1414 


Arabs* food gap widening — official 

DAMASCUS (R) — The Worid, mice self-suSicient in food, 
now bas an impoit-Ull of $16 tMllkm a year, a senior agricultural 
offieiid said Monday, urging unified action to stop the food gap 
widening. Yahya Bidjcour, director-general of the Khartoum-based 
Arab Oiganisatioo of Agricultural Development (AOAD). lold 
Realm in an interview that Arab countries who enjoyed selF 
suffidency until the 1970s owned all the resources to do it again. Arabs 
needed lo form an economic ailisnee, be s^, but this should be kept 
sepeiate £rom political dbpules and governmental bodies lo give the 
private seetw a leading rale, benefits and costs should be shared by 
everybody. The rise in food imports resulted from an increase in the 
Arab Wond’s popubdoo to around 225 million with a growth rate of 
2.8 per cent a^ a dedine in agricultural production. He said Arabs’ 
investment in agriculture in the 1980-1985 period fell to around 9.1 per 
cent of total investment bom about 14 per cent 10 years earlier. The 
share of agricultural investment direa^ by the joint Arab develop- 
ment funds did not exceed 2 J per cenL 


Pritt: Jordan 150 Fils 


LawzI returns 

AMMAN (Petra) — Upper 
House of E^iament Speaker 
Ahmad Al Lawzi and an 
aeoorapanying delegation re- 
tarnea home Monday after a 
week-long official visit to 
Soudi Africa during wfaidi he 
delivered messages from His 
Royal Ifighness Crown Prince 
Haman, the Regent, to South 
Afiican President F.W. De 
KleA and African National 
Congress leader Nelson Man- 
dela. The .delegation also met 
with .Sooth African offic^, 
spiritual leaders and repre^n- 
tativesr of public and private 
institoticHis for talks on en- 
hmieiiig bilateral relations. Mr. 
Lawzr described the visit as 
successfiil, sa)^ South Afri- 
can officii view Jordan as a 
friendly country which has a 
key rde in the Middle East. 
He said South Africa also wel- 
c(»ned the opening of a Jorda- 
nian embas^ in Johannesburg 
and.considers this as an impor- 
tant means to enhance rela- 
'tiMis. Mr. Lawzi was accompa- 
nied by a deleption. induding 
Planffliig Ivfinister Zad Fariz, 
IMmister . of State for Foreign 
ASairs TaJal AI Hassan.and 
Mber senior officials. 

Iraqi dinar plunges 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
Inqi dinar plunged below 200 
to die dollar on the black 
inaricet Monday, its lowest rate 
ever, causing prices of basic 
goods to skyrocket. Individual 
moneydiangeTs set rates as low 
88 2^ tfinars to the dollar, 
compared with an official rate 
of .3,2 to the dollar. They 
Stored a ban on foreign cur- 
fem^ trading by street dealers 
amounced Thursday by the 
dep^ -governor of the central 
bmk. Mces of basic commod- 
hies have shot up by 60 to 80 
..pecZent - in -average in the past 
Cewdays. 

More rain and 
snow expected 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Meteorology Department ex- 
pects more rain to fall all over 
the Kingdom Tuesday as the 
effect of a cold airmass accom- 
panying a depr^on centred 
over Cyprus continues. Nabeel 
Kateween of the department 
toM the Jordan Times that 
snow was also expected to fall 
on mountains with an elevation 
of more than 1,100 metres 
above sea level. Mr. Kateween 
said it would remain to be cold, 
doody and rainy throughout 
Tuesday. In the evening, he 
said, the effect of the cold 
ahmass will decrease as the 
depression moves northward. 

the Zngdom will remain 
under the ef&t of the accom- 
panyii^ cold airmass whidi 
will canse windy wea±er till 
Fiid^, he said. He said frost 
formation was expected in va- 
rious parts of the Kingdom on 
Tfanr^y and Friday, adding it 
woald become wanner on 
Saturday as winds turn easter- 
ly. ^ 

Frozen Libyan assets 
in worth $1b 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Froten Libyan assets in the 
United States are worth nearly 
$1 MUon, a U.S. envoy to the 
United Nations said Monday. 
U.S. Deputy Permanent Rep- 
resentative Edward Walker 
made the estimate in a letter to 
the-U.N. Security Coundl's 
Sanctions Comminee. They 
were from in retaliation for 
Lil^’a refusal to extradite in- 
telligence agents wanted in 
connection with the 1988 
bombing of a Pan Am Boeing 
747 over Scotland and Libyans 
soq)ecied in the 1989 downing 
of a-UTA a^ner over Niger. 

Fed may raise 
interest rates 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan GreeiKpan said Monday 
that the U.S. central bank will 
begin pnshing up interest rates 
**at some point" to forestall a 
reappearance of inflation. 
Whfle there have been no signs 
of inflation maldng a corn- 
ebadc, Mr. Greenspan said in 
congressional testimony that 
the Fed would keep a close eye 
on the economy to preserve 
the -financial markets' confi- 
dence. 


Breakthrough predicted 
in autonomy negotiations 

Rabin reviews Peres- Arafat document; 
Sunday’s Cairo talks could produce deal 


Combined agency 

PALESTINIAN and Israeli 
officials predicted a break- 
through in Israel-PalestisB Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
talks on Monday as Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Ratrin re- 
viewed a draft of an agreement 
drawn up in Davos. Switzer- 
land. 

“There is a breakthrough, in 
that the enpnes will be started 
and the first stage will be on,*' 
Housing Minister Binyamin 
Ben ^ezer told reporters af- 
ter a cabinet meeting, where 
ministers received copies of the 
draft agreement. 

Israeti Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres and PLO Qiairmao 
Yasser Arafat met in the ski 
resort of Davos to take up 
senritive issues that have pre- 
vented implementation of the 
accord that was signed on Sept. 
13 last year. 

*‘We cannot speak about an 


agreement. We can speak ab- 
out a step forward towanb an 
agreement," Israeli Depu^ 
Foreign Minister Yosri Beilin 
told Reuters. 

Israeli and Palestinian offi- 
cials said they hoped to bridge 
the gap in time for a meeting in 
Cairo in seven days* time. 

“1 hope that in the coming 
days it mil be possible to cre- 
ate such a situation in which it 
will be easier to oonciode poss- 
ibly the agreement about the 
main three obstacles in Cairo 
in a week or two,’* Mr. Beilin 
said. 

He dted as obstacles the 
control of border crossings 
over the Jordan River to 
Jericho, the size of the Jericho 
area to be administered by 
Palestinians and security for 
Jewish settlers in the Gaza 
Strip. 

"We are speaking about 
tedmicalities actually. We are 
speaking about very small de- 


tails which ate v^ important. 
Generally speaking of course 
this is the question of qrmbol- 
ism for the PLO and security 
for us and the compromises 
that riioald be done on this 
basis,'* he said. 

An IsiwU official who took 
part in the Davos talks said 
upon bis return the sides were 
still "a long way** from an 
agreement. 

"There is stiU a long way to 
go,*’ Environment Minister 
Yossi Saiid told Israel Televi- 
sion. 

"1 think the Davos meeting 
was the most important round 
of talks lately but we have not 
overcome ^1 the differences.” 

Palestinian negotiator Nabil 
Shaath said Mr. Arafot and 
Mr. Peres will meet in Cairo 
Sunday. 

Dr. Shaath, returning to 
Egypt from Davos, told repor- 
ters he would meet Israeli offi- 
cials on Tuesday to start prepa- 


rations for the Sunday meet- 
ing. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres 
would meet in Cairo on Mon- 
day under the auspices of 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and Foreign VCnister 
Amr Musa who bad played a 
major role in backing the 
peace process. Dr. Shaath 
said. 

"If we reach solution in the 
disputes at the Sunday meeting 
then we will have passed the 
l^iase of differences and ar- 
rived at stage of signature,*’ 
Dr. Shaath said. 

He said Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Peres had made progress at 
their weekend meetings in 
Switzeriand. 

"I believe we. have achieved 
progress regarding problems 
whi^ have been stalled for a , 
long time in Gaza and 
Jerido,” he said. 

(C mrt iaa cd on pi^ 10) 


Beirut says headway made 
in hunt of Maaytah’s killers 


BEIRUT (Agendes) — Inves- 
tigators hunting for tiie Idlleis 
of Jordanian diplomat Nayeb 
Imran Maaytah are hopeful of 
making arrests after witnesses 
provided descriptions and 
other information. Interior 
Minister Beshara Mirhaj said 
on Monday. 

A gunman shot dead Mr. 
Maaytah, the Jordanian 
emba^’s first secretary, out- 
side bis Beirut home on Satur- 
day, and seized documents 
finm his briefcase. 

The police department Mon- 
day circulated identikit pic- 
tures of two suspects ini the 
assassination of the Jordanian 
diplomat, the first foreign en- 
voy killed in Beirut since the 
end of the dvil war in 1990. 

Police artists had drawn the 
sketches on the strength of 
information obtained from 11 
witnesses s mterrogated by ex- 
amining magistrate Saeed Mir- 
za. 

Police officials said the 
sketdies were distributed to all 
security agendes in the country 
as well as border chedepoincs 
and air and sea ports. The 


iwxurcs, however, were not 
made available to the media. 

Interior Mfeister hflrhaj re- 
ported some headway in the 
investigation imo the assas- 
sination, saying investigators 
have ‘‘uncovered important 
dues that could lead to the 
culprits and their motive.” 

Mr. hfiriiaj was qpoted by 
several Beirut radio stations as 
saying that investigators were 
able to establish the rough 
features of the suspects thaida 
to the eyemtoesses iuterro- 
gated. He did not elaborate. 

About 40 policemen armed 
with assault rtfles took up posi- 
rions Sunday outside the 
Jordanain embassy in the 
Sakiet Janzeer residential dis- 
trict. Security also was beefed 
up at the resideiice of tte 
ambassador and other embassy 
staff. 

No one has daimed respon- 
silrility for the assasrination, 
but susfncion focused on ex- 
tremists opposed to the Middle 
East peasce process. 

Beirut’s prosecufor general, 
Fawzi Abu Murad, told repor- 
ters Monday he wc^d demand 


die death penalty for the IdUer 
and his accomplice. 

A foreign ministry delega- 
tion flew to Amman Monday 
to brief officials on the out- 
come of the investigation (see 
page 3). 

A Foreign Ministry 
spokemsan said the attackers 
probably took a document of 
little importance from Mr. 
Maaytah’s Mercedes. The 
spokesman said the paper was 
a routine bulletin fir^ the 
embassy to be sent to the 
ministry in Amman and for 
drcualtion at all missions. 

But eyewitnesses inter- 
viewed ^er the attack said 
they doubted anything bad 
bera removed from the car. 

A purse zipped drat was 
found next to Mr. Maaytah’s 
body. A briefcases in the car 
appeared ' untoudied. 

Mr. Maaytah was cazryii^ a 
review of toe Lebanese press 
to Ambassador Fakhri Abu 
Taleb and was then planning 
on going to Damascus to meet 
a Jordanian colleague in the 
Syrian captal alien he was 
IdDed, a Lebanese offidal said. 


Zeroual sworn in, retains 
Redha Malek as premier 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — De- 
fence Minister Lamine Zeroual 
was sworn in Monday as presi- 
dent of a new regime promis- 
ing tough measures against 
Muslim militants but also poli- 
tical dialogue. 

Meanwhile, another politi- 
cian was assassinated in a 
southern Algiers suburb. 
There was no daim of respon- 
sibility, but he was believed to 
be among an estimated 3,000 
people killed in the two-year- 
old fundamentalist insurgency. 

Mr. Zeroual, a 53-year-old 
retired general, took the oath 
of office in the Palais des Na- 
tions at a resort outside the 
capital where a government- 
run conference last week failed 
to gain wide political support. 

Op^ition parties walked 
out or boycotted the talks, 
demanding the fundamental- 
ists be included. 

Tbe army will worit "to pull 
the country out of the crisis 
through dialogue,” Mr. 
Zeroual said in his 10-minute 
inaugural speMh at a tere- 
mony withouf* foreign diplo- 
mats or live broadcast cover- 


age 


Dressed in a dark business 


suit, Mr. Zeroual said he was 
(MCked “after toe exhaustion of 
all other paths,” and that the 
country is "at a decisive cros- 
sroads, whidi requires every 
dtizen to take his responsibili- 
ties.” 

Mr. Zeroual, named amid 
hopes he might end the guerril- 
la war, immediately set about 
Algeria’s economic probleim 
by reappointing a prime minis- 
ter dedicated to putting in 
place an IMF reform program- 
me. 

Prime Minister Redha 
Malek, 63, involved in delicate 
negotiations with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (I^^ 
to buy time for Algeria’s crisis 
economy by rescheduling its 
foreign debt payments, was re- 
turn^ to his post three hours 
after Mr. Zeroual took the 
presidential oath. 

However, the two-year-old 
civil war. the root of Algma's 
economic woes, again daimed 
centre stage Monday with toe 
first assassination of a leading 
national political offidal. 

Killers slit the throat of 
Rachid Tigziri, the national 
secretary of toe Rally for Cul- 
ture and Democracy (RCD) 


early Monday as he went to his 
ear in a fundsunentalist quarter 
of Algiers, his fcmily said. 

Mr. Tjgzhi, was economics 
spokesman for the RCD, a 
party utoicto hu taken an out- 
spokenly tough stance against 
the involvement of the out- 
lawed Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) in negotiations to end toe 
guerrilla war between toe gov- 
ernment and armed Islamic 
foctions. 

Algeria’s security services 
Monday said they bad killed 
five armed Islamic fun- 
damentalists in separate ind- 
dents since last Tuesday, with 
two killed in the capital Satur- 
day. 

Gen. Zeroual, vtoo has held 
on to his former job as defence 
minister, warned that Algeria 
was at "a turning point” after 
swearing loyalty to the 1989 
constitution wito his hand on 
the Koran. 

It was "for every dtizen to 
assume his responsibilities,” 
toe retired general added. He 
has already pledged a dual 
policy of talking to “political" 
fundamentalists while cracking 
down on armed extremists. 


Marines 

kills 

Somalis 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
U.S. Marines ktU^ at least 
five Somalis, induding women, ' 
and wounded IS otiiers Monday 
in toe bloodiest dash in Moga- 
dishu since a ceasefire was 
declared in October by Somali 
militiamen fighting U.N. 
forces. 

Somali gunmen shot at a 
diplomatic convoy here Mon- 
day, U.S. Char^ d'Affeires 
Stinson Mcllvaine said. The 
subsequent firefight lated for 
between one and two minutes. 

*niree Somalis, including 
two women, died on toe spot. 
Reporters also saw the body of 
a man whose arm was blown 
off when toe American troops 
opened fire with heavy 
weapons. 

Two more Somalis died after 
toe dash in south Mogadishu’s 
Agfoi Road, medical staff said 
at toe Benadir and Digfer hos- 
pitals, which respectively took 
in eight and seven injured peo- 
ple. 

Somali sources said eight 
Somalis were killed and 13 
wounded, including women 
and children. 

' The inddent on the crowded 
road to toe airport, near toe 
hotel used by journalists at toe 
"Kilometre Four” drcle, came 
as Saudi U.N. troops were 
handing out food dose by. 

"It all iuqipe^ very fcst,” 
the Baiigladeshi major in 
drar^ of guarding toe K-4 
junction, lUjiguIam Haidar, 
said. "It’s impossible to tell 
where toe first shots came 
from." 

A U.S. spokesman said toe 
Marines sbm after toe tbnvoy 
was fired on by at least two 
Somali gunmen. Somali wit- 
nesses said no one shot at the 
Americans and speculated the 
Arforines fired because they be- 
lieved several hundred Somalis 
in the street outside the food 
centre were trying to block the 
convoy. 

U.S. officials said the con- 
voy of three Humvees and two 
cars carrying two American 
diplomats was on its way to 
meet with representatives of 
dan leader Mohammad Farah 
Aideed’s coalition. 

Mr. Mcllvaine, said the 22 
Marines in the convoy re- 
ported they were fired on 
around 11 a.m. by at least two 
Somali gunmen, one from the 
bush and another from outside 
a building. He said they be- 
lieved they hit two gunmen. 



A scene from toe ftmeral Mcmday of the late prime mhiister, BabJat Talhoimi 

Talhouni laid to rest; King 
pays tribute to his service 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Foimcr 
Prime Minister Bafajat 
Talhouni was laid to rest Mon- 
day in a ceremony attended by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, toe Regent, 
Royal family members, politi- 
dans and senior offidals. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
Monday sent a cable to Upper 
House of ParUament (Senate) 
Sp^er Ahmad AI Lawzi con- 
doling him over the death of 
Mr. Talhouni, who was a sena- 
tor at tbe time of his death. 

"I send to the dear Senate 
speaker and all members of 

the Upper House... my feel- 
ings of confidence, love and* 
appredation, hoping that all 
would accept my warmest con- 
dolences and consolation as we 
all share toe sorrow over toe 
loss of fornaer piime^Minister 
Bahjat AI Talhouni,” toe King 


said. 

"Hb memory will always be 
on our minds when we remem- 
ber toe various stages in Jor- 
dan’s life and his achievements 
and true beloi^g. Maybe the 
pioneering dvil law which was 
founded on the prindples of 
•Islamic Sharia and which was 
fruit of the collaboration of the 
best of sdiolars... wfll be link- 
ed to the efforts he exerted to 
bring it into existence," the 
King said. 

Mr. Talhouni, who headed 
seven cabinets between 1958 
and 1970 and served as chief of 
the royal court, (tied Sunday of 
natural causes at age 

The ex-premier was const- . 
dered one of toe architects of ' 
modem Jordan who consoli- 
dated toe Kin^lom’s relations 
with otoer Arab countries-dnr- 
ing toe 19SQs and 60s. 


Mr. Talhouni was laid to rest 
after mourners prayed ^ his 
soul at the Royal Cemetery 
mosque. 

The Regent joined the 
Talhouni family in receiving 
condolences at the cemetery 
from members of the Roy^ 
family. Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, Lower House of 
Pariiament Speaker Taher Al 
Masri, memters of the Upper 
and Lower House of Pmlia- 
ment, former prime ministers, 
government officials, senior 
army officers, members of di- 
plomatic misrions and a large 
number of citizens. 

Pzince Hassan and the. 
Talhouni family members also 
received the condolences of a 
del^Ution rqnesenting toe Sy- ■ 
rian People's Assembly, which 
has also participated in the 
funeral procession. 


Settlers 

escalate 

campaign 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agendes) — Jewish hardlin- 
ers opposed to Palestinian 
autonomy vowed Monday to 
press on with a campaign to 
create a rash of illegal settle- 
ments despite an army crack- 
down. 

Troops arrested 30 members 
of the "Zou Hartzenour” (this 
is our country) group on Sun- 
day after they set up tents near 
the Karnei Sbomron settle- 
ment in toe north of toe occn- 
(»ed West Bank. 

Soldiers and policeman had 
surrounded a hiU where 1(X) 
settlers set op toe camp. 

The army declared the area 
a dosed military zone and 
arrested toe Jewish activists 
who refrised to leave. 

A coart in Tiberias will de- 
cide Tuesday whether to keep 
them in custody. 

Police chief Rafi Peled has 
strongly criticised the settlers, 
■riffiigitig toem of creating extra 
work for his men and threaten- 
ing, to make "mass arrests.” 

Itat a Zou Hartzenour activ- 
ist said, "we intend to press on 
with our action and we would 
rather go to jail” than give a 
rigned promise not to offend 

a gain - 

The radical group has press- 
ed ahead wito a campaign first 
suggested by the coundl of 
Jewish communities in the 
West Bank and toe Gaza Strip 
to double toe number of settle- 
ments in protest at the Israeli- 
Palestine Liberation Or^isa- 
tion (PLO) accord for limited 
Palestinian autonomy. 

The ooundl ^andoned the 
plan "for fear of going against 
Israeli public opinion,” 
Spokesman Sbai Bazak told 
on Mon^y. 

"These are good people wito 
good intentions,” Mr. Bazak 
said of Zou Hartzenour. "But 
we prefer not to take part in 
flle^ activities.” 

Police and the army have 
deployed reinfotcements in ^ 
West Bank since the operation 
was launched last Wednesday, 
when troops ericted SO set- 
tlers, who occupied an empty 
house outside the Kyriat Arba 
settlement, near Hebron. 


Awni BUal interred 
with full honours 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal 
Jordanian Air Force chief 
Major-General Awni Bilal, 
who died last week while on a 
visit to Washington, was 
buried Monday at the Royal 
Cemetery in Amman. 

IBs Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
royal fomily members and gov- 
ernment and military offidals 
attended the ceremony. 

Gen. Bilal, 55, was in 
Washington to attend a meet- 
ing of a joint Jordanian- 
American military commis- 
sion. He died of a heart attack 
Thursday. 

A U.S. military plane flew 
his body to Amman Sunday. 

Gen. Bilal served in the 
Royal Jordanian Air Force 
command for 17 years. Known 
for his flying skills, he became 


diief of the comm^d one year 
ago. 

He is survived by his wife 
and three diOdren. 

The funeral proceeded from 
toe King Hussein Medical Cen- 
tre to toe Royal C^eteiy 
where toe body was laid to rest 
wito full military honours. . 

The Regent, along wito toe 
Bilal family members, received 
condolences. 

Prime Mmister Abdul Salam 
Majali, Cabinet ministers, 
member of toe Lower House 
and Uppw House of Parlia- 
ment, senior officials of higb^ 
ranking army officers as well as 
the commander and the offic- 
ers of the Palestine Uberation 
Army contingent in Jordan and 
milit^ attaches at toe Arab 
and foreign embassies in Am- 
man attended toe funeral. 


ANZ Grindlays Bank 

Chief executive ANZ Bank 
reaffirms commitment to Jordan 


AMMAN — Don Mercer, 
the chief executive of Austra- 
lia and New Zealand Banking 
Group, will be visiting Jordan 
on Feb. 8-11, 1994, as part of 
a tour of toe bank's opera- 
tions in the Middle East. 

The group's commercial 
banking presence in Jordan 
and the rest of the Middle 
East, operated through ANZ 
Grindlays Bank, is well 
established and contributes 
strongly to the bank's finan- 
cial performance. Mr. Mer- 
cer's visit demonstrates 
ANZ's commitment to the 
market. 

David R. Smith, re^onal 
general manager, Middle 
said: "ANZ Grindlays 
has an excellent knowledge 
of the local business market 
and has been established in 
Jordan for nearly 70 years 
through its 14 branch net- 
work. Mr. Mercer's meeting 
will give him the opportunity 
to learn more about toe eco- 
nomic development of toe 
country and our Middle East 
operations. He will also meet 
with senior government offi- 



Don Mercer 
ciats and members of toe' 
bank’s staff.” 

Australia and New Zea- 
land Banking Group is one of 
Australia's leading banks and 
features among the world's 
top 100 banks. It has a strong 
international representation 
with over 2,100 points of 
representation in over 40 
countries. Total assets exceed 
Australian dollars (AUD) 99 
billion and operating profits 
for the year to Sept. X, 1993, 
exceed^ AUD 4S0 million. 
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Yemen kidnaps 
blamed on crisis 


SANAA (R) — A drawn-out 
political crisis in Yemen has 
encouraged a ^te of hostage- 
taking by tribesmen in remote 
and rugged areas of the 
country. 

The kidnappeis have mbced 
motives, ran^ng from genuine 
grievances over the lack of jobs 
and essential services to pure 
banditry, Yemeni and foreign 
sources say. 

“The North Yemen moun- 
tains have rarely been secure 
and northern tribesmen have 
always been a law unto them- 
selves but the number of inci- 
dents is increasing." one 
Yemeni source said. 

“It is a worrying reflection of 
Sanaa's apparent loss of au- 
thority over tribes normally 
loyal to it and its reluctance to 
act against them," he added. 

In the latest incident, three 
French tourists, two of them 
women, were abducted a week 
ago by tribesmen trying to 
force the government to route 
a proposed road scheme 
through their deprived Hajjah 
area northwest of the capital 
Sanaa. 

Efforts were continuing on 
Sunday to secure their release, 
security sources said. 

The kidnappings of fore- 
igners have all taken place in 
what used to be North Yemen. 
The government has been un- 
able or unwilling to act de- 
cisively against bmtage-takers. 

Yemen, which was formed 
by the unificatioo of North and 
South Yemen in 1990, has 
been pai^ysed by a political 
dispute since July. 

The former southern ruler, 
Ali Salem A1 Beedh, withdrew 
to his stronghold of Aden, 
saying the union had become a 
takeover by the North and 
demanding refonns. 

The two sides are now close 


to signing a peace accord, hi$ 
rival. President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, said Wednesday. 

The sources said that 
although the incidents were 
embarrassing Mr. Saleh's gov- 
ernment he needed the tribes' 
political and military support 
in his row with Mr. Be^h. 

Although the authorities 
deny they^have paid ransom in 
cash or in kind in previous 
kidnap cases, many of the hos- 
tage-takers have received re- 
wards, the sources said. 

They have kept luxury four- 
wheel drive vehicles, among 
the tribesmen’s most desirable 
possesaons since they aban- 
doned camels and donkeys, 
they said. 

Toyota Landcruisers have a 
specif cachet among Yemenis 
v^o nickname them “Laiia 
Alawi" after a voluptuous 
Egyptian film star who has 
many admireis in Yemen, they 
added. 

The sources said terms for 
the release earlier this month 
of a Briton and a Canadian 
working of the U.S. Hunt Oil 
Company in Marib area in- 
dud^ two Landcruisers. 

Hie car is worth between U to 
two million Yemeni rials — 
S2S.0Q0 to $33,000 at the free 
market rate. 

Among the demands of the 
captors of U.S. diplomat 
Haynes Mahoney, who was 
held for a week last November, 
were the building of roads, 
sdiools and the provision of 
running water. 

But most Yemenis beh'eve 
that cash also changed hands 
— the figure is pot at some 
$10,000, a fortune in poor 
Yemen. 

The source said a settlement 
also indudes pledges that the 
incident will be forgotten, 
allowing the captors to go free. 


U.N. faces tough test 
as West leaves Somalia 


By Buduzya Mseteka 
Rentier 


MOGADISHU — Seanhy is 
starting to ciuinMe in Somalia 
as Western troops poD out and 

aid agendes say tno, may 

have to leave if tbe trend con- 
tiimes. 

Id; the past week 13 Somdis 
were kSl^ in dan fighting, a 
U.N. wardioDse in Bdet Hum 
was looted by gunmen and a 
Saudi soldier was wounded in 
an ambush in Mb^ffisfan. 

At the same time, tbe Un- 
ited States continued its puO- 
out, with some 218 U.S. troc^ ' 
teaving Mogadishu by sea on 
Simday for the Kenyan port of 
Mombiasa. 

About 3,000 U.S. soldiers 
have already left Somalia, 
udieie U.S. forces arrived 13 
iwftnrtwt ago to save the country 
from famme which degener- 
ated into a feud among local 

iwilWa 

U.S. Pteadent Bill CUaton 
ordered the withdrawal after 
two U.S. helicopters were 
downed in Octo^ and 18 
soldiers were lolled several 
days later by militiainen in 
ferodous batte. 

Units from Belgium, France, 
Norway, Sweden, Gennany, 
Greece and Italy are also pull- 
ing out of tbe United Nations 
peacekeeping force in Somalia 
because of securiQr' concerns 
until the departure of the U.S. 
forces. 

The peacekeeping ope^on 
will be left to ill-equipped 
Aaan and African Goatin^nts, 
wtndi oo^oii^ Turkish U.N. 
military commander General 
Cevik Bir has said could be 
driven ont of Somalia 
aJtogetiier by militias. 

Aid workm say they are 


conoemed by tbe U.N.'s fai- 
lure to ]»otect them, warning 
tins could lead to a scaling 
down of their opentions in 
most parts of the ooantiy. 

“Incidents of the last few 
d^ are not a mme coind- 
deoce. They fall wi thin the 
Somali traditioa and pattern of 
testily tile resolve fk remam- 
iog farces or that of new ajrriv- 
als,** a Western aid worker told 
Rmiters. 

On Thursday and Friday, a 
ISO^strong ftaiiaa cootmg^ 
statiraed in the cmitral dty of 
Belet Huen watdhed bel|d^y 
from their base as heavily 
armed yonths rampaged 
through ^ dty and looted a 
U.N. warehouse clean. 

The British Charity Save tbe 
Children and tbe World Food 
Programme — the U.N.’s food 
arm — withdrew their staff 
from Belet Huen after the ind- 
dent. 

“The forces there were not 
enou^ to protect aid work- 
ers,” U.N. ^fcesman Major 
Chiis Budge told reporters. 

Aid oiganisations warned 
that they would have to aban- 
don most of tbeii work across 
the country if inddents like the 
one in Belet Huen were repe- 
ated or became the order of 
the day. 

“It is going to become in- 
creasingly difficult to operate 
in this country as the U.N. 
military shuts down most ^ its 
operations due to non availa- 
bility of troops," a senior aid 
offidal said. 

Kofi Annan, the U.N. 
undersecretary-general in 
charge of peacekeeping opera- 
tions, has reproached the Qin- 
ton admiiiistration for its with- 
drawal from Somalia, saying it 
has set a bad precedent. 


Rescue: 


Fhkstiman wonen and a 
man pull a boy away from 
Israeli soldiers arresting 
him during a stone=. 
throwing denumstration in 
Gaza City in the occupied. 
Gaza Strip on Monday. De- 
spite the signing of an 
Israd-Palestme Liberation 
Organisation agreement in 
September on limited 
Palestinian autonomy in tbe 
oocnpied territories, Fhlesn- 
niaw resistance to 
nyipnpa tinn has Continued 
unabated, ftntber ftidled by 
the taQure so far of negotia- 
tions to implement the 
anord fAPP photo) 



Israel begins trial 
of Arab-American 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Mohammad Salafa, an 
Arab-American from Chicaigo, 
went on trial Sunday behind 
dosed doors after being ac- 
cused of being a key or^niser 
of the armed underground of 
the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment organisation Hamas. 

The army denied foreign re- 
porters entry to tbe proceed^ 
ings at tbe Ramallah military 
court, just north of Jerusalem, 
sayii^ it was a preliniinary 
hearh^ and asserting that such 
sessions are usually done in 
secreL 


Mr. Salah's attorney, Avig- 
dor Feldman, said the court 
was dosed becaose a member 
of the Shin Bet security service 
who was testifying said be 
feared being exposed. “The 
preliminary hearings are over, 
the trial has stmted," Mr. 
Feldman told tbe Associated 
Pr^. 

Mr. Salah’s femfly was also 
denied access to tbe cour- 
troom, aitboo^ an observer 
from the U.S. consulate in 
Jerusalem was allowed in, Mr. 
Feldman said. 

Lea Perez, spokeswoman for 
the consulate, said she would 
not comment on tbe trial vdiile 
it was stin in process. 

Mr. Salah, 39, was arrested>a 
year ago while visiting the 
occaiined West Bank. He^was 
indkied in October. 

The charge sheet was never 
made public but some details 
were leaked to Israel Radio 


which reported at tbe time he 
was accused of commandiDg 
tbe worldmde military arm of 
Hamas. 

Mr. Feldman said Sunday's 
proceedings focused on Mr. 
Salah's coitfession, which Mr. 
Feldman said was extracted 
tiiroii^ duress and false prom- 
ises. 

“Tbe Slun Bet agent admit- 
ted under my cross examina- 
tion that he told Salah that if 
he confessed, be would be re- 
leased aftOT the U.S. secretary 
oS state finished a visit to 
Israel," Mr. Feldman said. 

Warren Christopher visited 
Israel at the end of February 
1993, a month after Mr. 
Slab’s anest. 

Mr. Feldman claimed that 
tile Shin Bet agent threatened 
Mr. Salafa with a life sentence 
unless he con fessed . 

Hamas of^poses the Sept. 13 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Otganisation (PLO) accord. It 
has daimed responsibility for 
at least two dozen attacks 
against Israelis staged rince the 
rigning, in attempts to derail 
the plan to grant autonomy to 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories. 

Israel has accused Mr. Salah 
of handing out $60,000 and 
titot another $100,000 were 
found to his Jerusalem hotel 
itxntt when be was airested. 

He has also been accused of 
handing out $96,000 to Hamas 
to estabfeh as aimed military 
force in August 1992. 


North accuses Reagan 
of making him lie 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen- 
ate-hopeful Oliver North 
blamed former President 
Ronald Reagan on Sunday for 
the lies Colonel North told 
members of Congress in the 
Iran-contra scandal. 

Col. North acknowledged 
during an appearance on CBS 
News' “Face the Nation" that 
he had lied to members of the 
House of Represeutatives Intelli- 
gence Cbmmittee who were 
inquiring in 1986 about reports 
Col. North was involved with 
assisting the Nicaraguan con- 
tras. 

Col. North denied to the 
lawmakers that he was assist- 
ing the rebels. In fact, at the 
time the White House staffer 
was running a clandestine op- 
eration to keep the contras 
supplied with weapons during 
a congressional ban on U.S. 
military assistance. 

“I was asked questions that I 
had been told from the presi- 
dent of tbe United States could 
never be revealed, OK?” the 
former National Security 
Council aide in the Reagan 
White House said in explaining 
why he lied. 

“Who made you do it?" host 
Bob Schieffer asked. 

“Well, the president of the 
United States," Col. North re- ' 
plied. He noted that Mr^, 
Reagan had secretly requested 
money for the contras from the 
government of Saudi Arabia — 
and that the president toid his 
top advisers such assistance 


should never be revealed. 

Col. North is seeking the 
Republican nomination for the 
&nate seat from Virginia held 
by Democrat Charles Robb. 

In the interview. Col. North 
played down his misstatements 
to the House members — 
which came during a meeting 
in the White House situation 
room on Aug. 6, 1986. 

Col. North called it “an in- 
formal, off-tiie-record" discus- 
sion and said: “We ought not 
to have those kinds of infonnal 
meetings." 

“If the Congress wants to get 
tbe straight answers, what they 
ought to do is bring people up 
there, have them raise their 
right hands just like 1 did and 
expect that they will tell the 
truth," Col. North added. 

“That's what I’m going to 
expect as a U.S. senator.” 

The Aug. 6 meeting was “a 
situation notKidy should ever 
have been put in" and “1 was 
the first person in the history of 
America to ever be charged 
with lying to the Congress," 
Col. North said. 

Col. North has argued repe- 
atedly during various national 
television appearances in re- 
cent days that he never lied to 
Congress while under oath. 

He was not under oath when 
he lied to the House Intelli- 
gence Committee members in 
1986. He admitted during his 
1987 sworn testimony to Con- 
gress and at bis 1989, criminal 
trial. 


UAE in drive against oil, industrial poUution 


By Nadim Kawa^ 
Ageace France Presse 
ABU DHABI — Growing 
world environmental concerns 
have prompted the Uzu'ted 
Arab Emirates (UAE) to 
launch a campaign to fight 
pollution caused by oil projects 
and inadequate disposal of in- 
dustrial waste. 

Officials said this week they 
were chalking out a strategy to 
protect the environment by 
regulating industrial activity 
and introducing tou^ mea- 
sures against abusers of rules 
on waste diqxisai and dumping 
by oil tankers. 

Under such strategy, inves- 
tors can no longer set up in- 
dustrial projects at will, ex- 
isting umts will be kept under 
govenunent supervision and 
aean-up opmtions and public 
education will be intenrtfied. 

The strategy is being map- 
p^ out by Federal En- 
vironment Agency (FEA), 
which has just been created to 
oversee environmental activi- 
ties in the oil-rich Gulf country 
in tbe absence of an environ- 
ment ministry. 

“We do not want economic 


development to affect the en- 
vironment adversely. We do 
not want just to ojwn the 
country for any project without 
.taking into account its likely 
future impact on the environ- 
ment," said Health Minister 
Ahmad AI Badi, who heads 
the agency. 

“Protection of the environ- 
ment and conservation of our 
natural resources are a shared 


responsibilify and of benefit to 
everyone. &onomic develop- 


ment is important to the UA£ 
but it should not be at the 
expense of environment." 

The new strategy, which also 
includes studies on pollution 
levels with the help of U.S. 
experts, coincided with grow- 
ing calls worldwide for protect- 
ing the environment and a 
dramatic expansion in the in- 
dustrial sector in the UAE and 
other Gulf oil producers. 

More than 1,500 industrial 
units have been set up in the 
UAE within a drive a diversify 
its economy and r^uce re- 
liance on unstable oil earnings, 
which still provide around % 
per cent of its income. 

But there have been com- 


plaints many Victories do not 
follow safe waste disposal tech- 
niques and others were simply 
duming their waste into the 
sea. 

Such disposals have com- 
bined with continuous waste- 
dumping by oil tankers and 
leakage of lar;^ amounts of 
crude to turn the Gulf waters 
into the most polluted sea in 
the worid. Regional experts 
estimate that the Gulf waters 
are 47 times more polluted 
than other waters and its 
shores by 100 times. 

Around 145,000 tonnes 
(over one million barrels) of 
crude also find their way into 
the water cveiy year due to 
leakage from ou pipelines and 
terminals, as well as dumping 
by tankers. Gulf officials nave 
stepped up sea patrols but 
failed to stop tankers from 
dumping sludge and other 
waste. 

“There are too many cases 
of deliberate pollution of our 
waters by passing shipping, in 
particular off the UAE eastern 
coast," Mr. Badi told the semi- 
official daily Emirates News. 
“There should be tou^ leg- 


islation to penalise oil tankers 
and other dipping discharging 
waste into the Gulf." 

The Abu Dhabi National (3il 
Gsmpany (ADNOC), which 
runs the uAE’s huge oil indus- 
try, has also drawn up its own 
strate^ to combat pollution. It 
include awarness campaigns 
of its more than 5,()0u em- 
ployees and a major< project to 
ensure a more effective man- 
agement of oil and industrial 
waste. 


The project coincided with 
plans to boost oil production 
capacity to face growing world 
demand. It was launched last 
year and it involves a large 
store of waste in the heart of 
the desert to nrplace an old 
site, where waste had been 
disposed of at random since 
19^. 

“Environment protcaion is 
a priority for adnoc," it said in 
its monthly bulletin. “The 
company's main objective now 
is to make sure that environ- 
mental and health considera- 
tions are included in the stu- 
dies concerning all projects 
carried out by ADNOC and its 
15 oil firms.” 


news in brief 


Peres-Arafat hand-holding shows Intimaqr; 


.«mr/AO\ T.,** liir^ fl OP tbciT sBcoud date^ 

tel PwS and FalestmUm 

Israeh Foreip ^^J^J^STcrossed the fi^ threshold 
Yasser Arafat to haw ^ 

iotimacy ot ^ DavosJ^rira^nd, At least 

together, b^d m > agoosod to mere haiMfahalang/w| 

IsracUs. telffinews. 

gaped ^ Peres^ 

^If^Rr^iiS^ihaB^Soavos '* the telcvdoon said. Mr. Peie^. 

Sg in the Swiss resort to woiit . , 
5?^ M Se proposed Palestinian aotonomy S® ' 

town of Jericho, Maify^ : 
^ Mr and Israeli Prime Mhnster;^'^ 

M. Ara&t at tbe^ 13 v 
in washingt™. ' 


Two was quick to its 
i^nSb the nand-Mi^_^^.^ m investigation," 


Jr- defei^ investigation," 

Eoiiaiirf Rara assured vfcweis. “IHe , ^ f [ 
hand-boiding was Arafat’s initianve. | C 

Egyptian police arrest 176 in raids 


PATRO fR) Eeyptian police detained 176 people m tbe 

UvmceSf Assyint on Sunday in one of tbcir tag^ 
ramm«gn^ yet against tbe local rahtMt moveiMt, ^ 
semSffidal newspaper AI Ah™ said, ^^ torrw^u^ 
s pfri al forces units and paramihtary secunty pohee took part 
iiithc operation, whidi took six days to p«^ and 
concentrated on six towns in the Ptovjnce. ^ 
kilometies south of Cairo, it ^ 

detained had been on tiie run or had b^ 
aimins fugitive militant leaders, tbe first edition of Mqi^jrs 
AI Aluam said. Hie newspaper did not mention any violeDce 
or casualties. Assyiut is where the fundamentalist movmnent 
AI Camaa AI Islamiyab is most active. Gamaa memom m 
the security forces have been kilKng each other for almost two 
years. 




Iraq Shiite leader condemnsTuridsh, Iraqi attacks 


NICOSIA (R) — An Iraqi Shiite leader base d in Iran 
condemned attacks on Iraqis by the armed forces of bofli Iraq 
and Turkey, Iran's officiaj IRNA news agency repo rted on 
Monday. “Ayatollah Mohammad Bakr Hakim... condemned 
any violation against the people or temtonal int^nty of 
iTM... (and) said repeated attacks of Turkish warplanes on 
DOi^m Iraq have resulted in tbe death and injury of Iraqi 
people,'’ IRNA said. Sbdldi Hakim is dainnan the 
Tehran-based Supreme Conndi of the Hslamic Revolution of 
fraq, the mam Ii^i gTOup opposiog tbe Baghdad govenunent 
IRNA sa«<^ be was spea^dng at a news conference. Hiridlsh 
warplanes laun^ed a S2-plane air rmd on a camp used by 
Knwtigh Labour Party (PIK) guerrillas in northern Iraq op 
Friday, the latest of a number of cross-border ground and air 
attacks by forces aimed at rebel Tuxkisb Kurds. Iran said nme 
I ranian villagers were also Idlled by Turkisfa bombs and 
rockets during tbe raid. Iranian oew^MqieTS critidsed Thik^. 
angrily on Saturday, tbe incidrat a “criminal act" and 

demanding that /Gikara make amends. 


Soundtrack on film may be changed for Israel 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Before “Sdiindler’s List” appears in 
Israel. Steven Spielberg will most likely efaan^ its soimdtrack 
to a song Israels associate more with the holocaust, tiie film’s 
(fistiibutor said Sunday. Tlie original soundtrack," “Jerusalem 
of Gold," is “fantastically suited for the jricture” abroad but 
Israelis would see it as “a bit more kh^y" said Jonathan 
Chissick, in charge of distribution here. “Jerusalem of Gold" 
gained widesjnead popularity following tiie 1967 MiddDe 
War when Israel captured East Jenisalem. Tbe song ccmjures 
up the wrong images for IsraeUs. Mr. Chisri<± said. “Swind- 
ler’s List" tells the story of Oskar Scbmdler, a Gennan 
businessinan who bribed and duped tbe Nazis into ;q»iing 
over 1,0(X) Jews who worked in bis factories during Workl War 
n. Mr. Chissick reemnmended that the movie sonndtradk be 
changed to a song written by Israeli heroine Khimah Senesfa,an 
underground fighter from pre-Israeli Palestine who tried to 
rescue Jews from the Naris. She was eventually caiight and 
executed by the Gestapo. Her song “My lord, my lord,” put to 
music by David Zahavi is the recommended replacement, Mr. 
Chissick said. 


Ruling party ahead in Mauritania polls 

NOUAKCHOTT (R) — Mauritania’s ruling party won first 
round victories in 154 of 345 districts in Friday’s local 
government elections, an official stetement said. The mam 
Jjposition Union of Democratic Forces (UFD), contesting its 
fim election Democratic and Social Maaouya Ould 
Taya's i^publican Democratic and Social Party 
(PI^) took 32 districts outright and is expected to win more 
in the second round. Independent candidates won 10 rfmrirfe 
t-andidate in the remaining districts will take part in a second 
round on Feb. 4. Political analysts said the UFD could pick up 
^es faora sma^r opposition Union for Democracy and 
Progress (UDP), also running for the first time. Friday’s 
whng peaceful, though opposition leaders complaii^ 
s^e voters had been unable to cast their ballote' The 

"tonber of voters or the tumout 
figur« My 745,000 voters are registered in the Imge 
d^rt coratry of about two million which straddles the di^de 

won a six-year term in 
presidential electiU in Jannary 
a two-thirds majonty. The UFD did not field its m 

Daddah and his supporters later joined the UTO. 
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CHURCHES 


SL M »7 oTNiarelh Cfanrcfa S>t{neh. 
Td. 810740 

AfKmbHes of God Chareh, Td. 
63278S. 

St Joaepb Chufdi Tcl. 624S90. 
^iird oT the Annandidon Tcl. 
637440. 

Do la SaBe Cfaurdi Tcl. 661757 
Temsaaeta Omdi Tcl: 622360 
Cbartb of tfae AaBimciation Tel. 
623S4I. 

yfecBcaD Cbnrcfa Tci. 630851. Tel. 
62S543. 


AraicaiaB CatboBc Cbarck Tcl. 
771331. 

Anneabn Ortbedox CIraRb Tcl. 
77SZ6I. 

St Ephrabn Church Tel. 77I7SI. 
ABmiaa Intcmattoad Cbaich Tcl. 
652S26. 

Cvaagdcal Lutheraa Chorefa Tcl: 
S2432S. 

Gennaii4paklBK Etaaadlcal 

Coaercj^Clon Td. 684195 

Clrarch of jesos Christ of Latter- 
Day Safaits Tcl. 654932 
Cbvnh of Maannc Tcl.67S69l. 

Tbe Evaagdleal Local Chorcb In 

AmiMB 

Td. 811295. 

WEATHER 

Bulktin supplied by the Dcpartmait of 
Meieoix^ogy. 

It will he cloudy and rainy with a 
chance of snow falling over moun- 
iainous areas, and winds will be 
westerly active. In Aqaba, it will he 
doudy with a chance of scattered 
showers. Winds will be southerly nutd* 
crate and seas rough. 

Min./Max. icnip. 

Amman 3 / S 

Aqaba Ill/ 9 

Deserts 3 / |0 

Jordan Valley 10/ IK 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am* 


man 9 , Aqaba 19, Humidity reading: 
Amman 64 per cent, Aqaba 34 per 
cent. 


Khalifeh pharmacy 9854 17 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Or. Yousef Nasr SSI IZ4 

Dr. Fakher Bilbeisi 6^12 

Dr, Ghakb Zawaidch 7MI] 

Dr. Adiun Zaghkml R98I4Q 

Firwpharmacy 661912 

Fcrdowspharraicy 77K336 

AI Asema pbarm^ 6370^ 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 63673(1 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Sfamcisani pharmacy 6376611 

Nairouih pharmacy 623672 

Na}ih pharmacy K47632 

DtBlD: 

Dr. Mazen Sharairi 24K056 

Alquds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr.RandaSbahin 995710 


EMERGENaES 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

C3v0 Oefenoe Department 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rcscqc...- 630341 

Cml Defence Emciscncv 199 


Rescue P6hcc 192. 62IIII. 637777 


Flic Brigade 

Blood tiank 

..H9I22K 
,. 77SI2I 


.. 843402 

Tr^^ PoUcc 

.. W639li 
... 630321 


.. 605800 


.. 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

..897467 

Amman .Municipality 


Telephone Information 

121 

0<mrscas^b 

Central Amman Telephone 

.. 010230 

AbdahTdcfrinnc Repairs .... 
Jordan Tcicvisian 

..MllOi 

..773MI 


Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 


Water Authoriw 6KQ10D 

Jordan Etectricity AolhorTty ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Gompany 6363KI 

RJ Right Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 0R*S320II 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Husscbi Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhalidiMaicmity.J. Ann... 644281/6 
AkikfaMatcmity.J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jahal Amman hfatemity M2362 

Malhas. J. Amman 63614(1 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Ho^ial 845845 

Ai-Moasner Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Ahdali 666127/37 

At-Ahli, Abdati 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajrccn 777KM/3 

Al-Ba^ir.J. Ashtafich 775111/26 

Army.Mafka K9I6II/IS 

Oucen Alia Hospital 6K6I00 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA; 

Zarqa <3^. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa Natioaal Hospital .. (09)qx)S60 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AI Hikna Mec^ Hospital (09)900940 


OtUD; 

PrinecssBasma Hospital (0Z)275S5S 

Greek Catholic Hos^ 102)3^5 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

PiineeasHayaHoqaial (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

OUEENALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This infoniHfNW is supplied by Roysl 
Jardaniiui (RJ) intmnaiion depart* 
ment at tbe Oueea Alia lotenulional 
Airport Tel. (08)53!OlkS, where it 
should always ho verined. 


AUUVAIS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Pllghta 
(Tarmlnal 1) 

MM .... Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur(RJ) 

•7JS Oama$cvs(IU) 

»:M Muscat. Ahu Dhabi (RJ) 

M'JS Aqaba. Ohahran (RJ) 

09:50 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

ltdO Dtriu. Bahrain (RJ) 

19**^ London (RJ) 

I6:M Frankfurt (RJ) 


!Zi2 ;• Cario(Rj) 

• Chicago. Amsterdam (RJJ 

Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

Vienna (OS) 

1E5 Pans.feiruifAF) 

t?” Beirut (ME) 

22? Adcn(IY) 

Bucharest (RQ) 

ai.15 ... Amsterdam, Damascus (KL) 

DBPASnnUES 

Hoyul Jordanian (Rj) Rights 

(Terminal l) 

.... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
lJi?S ^nna.Frankfiirt(RJ) 

lj:S •Pans.Brussck(RJ) 

Ills Geneva. Madrid (RJj 

I2s« L<^n(RJj 

20*00 Aqaha.Cairo(RJ) 

20-J6 

•• Ahuph^.Ouhai(Rj) 

Other Rights rrenninal 2 ) 

?vS Khartoum (SDl 

Vienna (OS) 

2|riM (AZ) 

0 i.m "•• • Aden(lY) 

02:15 Bucharest (RO) 

Amsterdam (KL) 


HUAZ railway IRAIN 

Sd)0a.a. every MoiKby 

Sd»pjD. every Mooday 

7*P*D»a»ttus 7j0ajB.c«a7Saad9 

Arx. Amman S:00p.ai.cvciySBWhy 

market PRICES 

Uppernower price in fib per kg. 

720/450 

OMianB 

®*n*na (Mukamnur) 620 

70/40 

5:*™ I8Q/120 

Cauliflower 90/ 50 

Qcmcntinc **260 / 200' 

Cueumtarsdaige) 110/60 

Cucumbers (small) 250/180 

“S^larii _ 160/60 

9OO«00 

OrapcFnnt 200(170 

Cwn^beans 700/ 55O 

2^(8TOcn) 70(^500 

360/300 

200/160 

240/180 

240/180 



!SS!S 

130/70 

btrugbeans 500/400 
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^ PUBLIC SAFETY: Minister vf inieiior Salanirfi 

*% patmaii Monday dudrs a prqMratory meeting 
for a natkutal conference on puUk safety, wbicfa 
fSicSfi be anMDiiced has beoi taladvdy scheduled for 
^ Feb> 8 ttaroagh Feb. 10 under the patronage of 
'6 peoQi . His Royal H^^mess Crown Ft^.ace Hassan, the 
; of thSr k R«8^ Gowieicnce ddegates will comprise ex- 
moveml^^ periei^. reprasentatives concerned public 
'*>TorL ^ private institotions, said the minister. The 
conEerenee preparatory committee, which met 
0 Monday, reviewed several working papers sub* 

v>A ' ae sitted by minittries, the Public Security Depart- 

L — - 

: ^ 


House 
to meet 
on food, 

medicine 


Lebanese delegation arrives 
to offer condolences to Joi Ian 


issue 


*®ic2s 


gjttted by ministries, the Public Security Depart- 


ment (PSD), the Jordanian Armed Forces, the 
Qvfl Defence Department (CDD), the Ports 
Corporation, the Free Zones Corporation, the 
Aqaba Regiooal Authority, proEesrional assoda- 
tions and vohuiCary societies. Working papers 
called among other things for drawing up an 
integrated national plan to ensure public safety, 
Ui easing the importance of coordiutira among 
the various parties espedaUy during mqlM* fires, 
natnral disasters and extraordinary chTumst- 
antes, according to a statement after the meeting 
(Petra pfacdo) 


Democracy gives Jordanians 


based in u 


feeling of security — A1 Masri 


AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker 
of the Louwr House of Parlia- 


of both I Taher Ai Masri Monday 
icy reported'^ the orientation towards 

n... condemii democracy has created a re- 
ia] inteen^ lared atmos^ere and a feeling 
h warplSJ! ofseoirity and peace of mind 
injury among the Jordanian people, 
ainnan of i and it has helped to reflect the 
; Revohiti(«* dviKsed image of Jordan 

2<lgovtn>^ ... 

;rence TnS ^ “* address at the opening 
carno of a senuoar entitled "Demo- 
Jnhera S * “acy in Jordan: Concepts and 
2rowdan3l! Practice," and prepared by the 
National Society for the En- 
sh hanceraent of Freedom and 

Democracy as its first activity, 
Mr. hfasri said society aims at 
.mraal aa m spreading the con«pts of 

democracy in the heart of 
i for Israel sooe^ m various 

;•»*' ■ He added that, the society. 


•which groups poHticians- 
academicians, journalists and 
other activists will try to help 
various sectors of society to 
benefit from democracy in the 
best possiUe manner. 

At the one-day seminar, 
held in cooperation with and 
support from the Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation of Ger- 
many, foundation representa- 
tive Walter Ruedel told the 
opening session that the socie- 
ty’s work can be enhanced 
through the participation of 
the largest number of indi- 
viduals and social, cultural and 
political ^ups. 

Enhancing demoaacy pro- 
vides the guarantee for 
ensuring the fire^loms of tndi- 
riduals, the protection of per- 
sonal property and the 
appropriate application of laws 


equally among members of 
society, said Mr. Ruedel. 

Working papers presented at 
the seminar included; Taber 
I^aan’s on the concepts of 
democracy; Mohammad 
Masalha's on political plural- 
ism; Asms Khader’s on the 
status of women in Jordan and 
their contribution to society, 
and Ishaq Al Farhan’s on 
advocating the role of Islamists 
in Jordan’s democrat and re- 
viewing the Islamists political 
action in general. 

Society Vice President Salah 
Jarrar said his organisation 
aims to apply the provimons of 
the Jordanian Constitution and 
the National Charter, as well 
as tile principles of democracy, 
freedom and equality to 
guarantee human, (wlitical and 
social rights. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House of Parliament is sche- 
duled to hold a special sesmon 
Wednesday to discuss allega- 
tions by Minister of Health 
Abdul Rahim Malhas that a 
significant quantity of food and 
raedidne in the market does 
not meet required standards. 

The Lower I louse is also 
expected to hear several prop- 
osals by deputies concerning 
public services in various gov- 
ernorates and a report by the 
House Finance Committee on 
the finandal protocol between 
Jordan and France in 1993. 

Meanwhile Monday the 
House Public Freedoms Com- 
mittee held a meeting and 
heard statements by the presi- 
dents of the Jordanian medical 
and phannadsts assodations, 
as well as the director of Al 
Amal and the Islamic and Jor- 
dan University hospitals. 

Present at the meeting were 
the directors of the Drug Con- 
trol Department at the Minis- 
try of Health. 

Discussion covered food and 
Riedidne situation at their de- 
partments in the light of Dr. 
Malhas' allegations. 

Also Monday the House 
Agriculture Committee met to 
discuss the Kingdom's general 
agricultural poUdes. 

committee focused its 
attention on the ware usage in 
irrigation and the need to pro- 
ride more water to irrigation 
works for strategic agricultural 
products such as cereals. 

The committee members 
stressed the need for the coun- 
try to do all it can to ensure 
food security, agri^Itural in- 
puts and other requirements at 
reasonable prices. 


Jordan asks for help in implementing 
its national environment strate^ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has- 
"made a r^uest to the Interna- 
tionai Union for the Conserva- 
lioa of Nature (lUCN) to help 
it cany out the Kingdom's 
Natkmri Strategy on the En- 
vironment... 

In an announcement Mon- 
day, Minister of Munidpal and 
Rural Afiairs and the Environ- 
ment Ahmad Akaileh said that 
the assistance was - requested 
during an lUCN-organised 10- 
day meeting in Buenci^ Aires 
to (fiscuss ways .of . protecting 
the eartii's environment. 

As bead of the Jordanian 
delegation to the meeting, 


whidi opened on Jan. 17, the 
minister said be also discussed 
with lUCN officials the pros- 
pects of obtaining financing for 
the creation of a maritime re- 
serve in Aqaba and for proten- 
ing the environment in the 
Jordan Valley where the 
“white fly" pest was causing 
severe d^age to crops. 

Mr. Akaileh, who returned 
to Amman Monday, said the 
white fly problem is also 
spreading in Europe and the 
pests infest greenhouses crops 
as well, adding that the prob- 
lem is of concern to the TUCN. 

The Jordanian delegation to 


the meeting presented an out- 
line of the ^neral environ- 
ment in the Kingdom and said 
that measures were under way 
to protect it from pollution, 
according to the minister. 

He said the National 
Strategy on the Environment, 
which was declared by His 
Majesty King Hussein in 1992, 
and the new draft law on the 
environment, which entails the 
creation of a higher council to 
work on environmental protec- 
tion, were conveyed to the 
lUQ^ general assembly meet- 
ing which ended on Jan. 27. 

Jordan has offered to host a 


re^onai office for the FUCN in 
Amman to help boost services 
to the region, according to Mr. 
Akmieh. 

He said the delegation re- 
ceived promises that these re- 
quests would be seriously cons- 
idered by the lUCN board. 

More than 3,(XX) delegates 
from 64 member nations 
attended the meeting, includ- 
ing representatives from 16 
Arab countries, Mr. Akaileh 
said. 

The Switzerland-based 
lUCN, which was founded in 
1948, assisted Jordan in formu- 
lating its environment strategy. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Monday received a Leban^ 
foreign ministry delegation 
who arrived in Amman earlier 
I in the day to offer condolences 
I to Jordan on the death of 
Nayeb Maaytah, the Jordanian 
j diplomat who was assassinated 
I in Beinit Saturday. 

The delegation, led by Zafer 
Al Hassan, secretary general 
of Lebanon's foreign ministry, 
voiced his country's oondemnation 
of the assassination 
j and stressed that the Lebanese 
I -authorities were diligently 
' searching for the assassins. 

Mr, AI Hassan said Lebanon 
‘was willing to cooperate with 
the Jordanian authorities to 
determine the identity of the 
' assassins. 

I Dr. I^jali told Parliament 
! Sunday that he had asked the 
: Lebanese government to in- 
form Jordan of the results of all 
investigations in the assassina- 
tion of the 42-year-old diplo- 
' mat. 

“We have also asked that a 
Jordanian team take part in 
those investigations," said Dr. 
Majali. 

Acting Minister of State for 
, Foreign..Affairs Fawaz Abul 
I Ghanam met with the 
Lebanese delegation to discuss 

Man dies 
in gunshot 
accident 

By Rana Husseiiii 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A S3-year-old 
Madaba man, triio shot himself 
accidently while deaning his 
automatic gun, died Tuesday 
in Madaba Militaiy Ho^tal, 
according to police reports. 

The victim’s wife told police 
her husband was deaning the 
gun in the house when 
acddently two bullets were 
fired, striking her husband in 
the chest. 

Ht^'tal sources said the vic- 
tim, identified.as Mousa Sulei- 
man Salamefi, was declarod 
dead on arrivd as a result of 
gunshot wounds to the chest 
and heart. 

Police said they have seized 
the nnheensed weapon and are 
investigating the inddent. 

A police official at the Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
said the department ur^ all 
people who own any sort of 
firearm to take extra precau- 
tions when handling their 
weapons, make sure t^t guns 
are kept away from children, 
take care that the magazine is 
emp>ty before deaning a gun, 
and to always pmnt the gun 
away from oneself or persons 
neaiby when deaning it. 
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New political party licensed 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Ihe Ministry of Interior 
Monday panted leg;al status to the Constitution- 
al Jordanian Arab Front Party, making it the 
22nd Jmdanian party to be legalised. The 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, Monday reported 
that the hfinistiy informed the'secreta^ general 
of the party, Milhem Tell, of its decision. The 
• [party's constituent assembly last month autho- 
rised Kfr. Tell along with members Abmad Al 
Awaisheb, Shaher Al Rawashdeh, Ali Al Tala- 
fih and Mohammad Hattab to apply for licens- 
ing Ihe party, which is almost exclusively made 
0^' of former adherents to the S 3 rrian Baatb 
I'arty, joints four other political parties on the 
pan- Arab spectrum. These parties are the Jor- 
dan SodaHst Baatb Party, the Progressive Arab 
Baatfa Party, the Jordan Arab Democratic Pa^ 
and the most recently licensed National Action 
Front Party. The party’s leader, Mr. Tell, ran 
for a Muslim seat in Amman's lliird District in 
the 1989 parliamentary elections. During his 
campaign, he qwnly advocated Jordan's union 
whh Syria. 

Team returns from Pakistan with 
contracts 

AMMAN (Fttia) — A delegation led by Sameh 
Madani, director general of the Jordw Phos- 
[^ate Mutes Company (JPMC) returned to 
Amman Monday after a sever^ day visit_ to 
Pakistan. Mr. Madani said that the dele^tion 
held tails witib Pakistani government officials on 
the pioqiects of increaring the volume of trade 
between the two countries. According to Mr. 
Madsmi, Pakistan imports 200,000 tonnes of 
Jordanian pho^ate annually, but the delega- 
titui has concluded contracts for the purchase of 
an achfitional 1(M,(X)0 tonnes of amonium phos- 
l4iate, and there was a possibility for inerting 
this amount to 250,000 tonnes annually in the 
near future. 


Fire damages fabric store 

<MMAN (Petra) — A fixe Monday swept 
hrough a retail fabric store in downtown 


Amman, causing material damage but no 
casualties. A spokesman for the Civil Defence 
Department (CDD), which was invovfed (a 
extinguishing the fire, said that the fire was , 
caused by sparks from welding works in the , 
nei^bouring store. 

Postal team attends Geneva 
meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan took part in the 
round tid>!e meetings of the Universal Postal 
UnicH) (UPU) held in (jeneva. Secretary Gener- 
al of the Mintstiy of Communications and Postal 
Affairs Abdullab AI Jaa said the Jordan detec- 
tion presented proposab concerning the dis- 
tribution of mail, and asastance to Jordan and 
other develofring nations. According to Mr. 
Jazi, Joidan receives nearly $1 million in com- 
pensation for expenses incurred in handUn£ 
incoming mail fnm various countries. He said 
that the sum will now be increased by at least 20 
per cent. 

Family planning group plans 
workshop 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tlie Jordanian Family 
Planning Society will bold a workshop Sunday 
for 20 women involved in media and com- 
munications skills. The three-day mcer;ng 
would orient the participants, all memlvra of 
cooperative societies, on methods of helping 
local comiDunities to spread awareness in mat- 
ters related to population, health, economy and 
social service. 


Industry standards seminar 
planned 

AMMAN (Petra) — Seminar on standards and 
specifications in Jordanian industry will be held 
at the Ministry of Industry and Trade Monday in 
cooperation with the German Agency for Tech- 
nical Cooperation. At least 100 directors of 
departments, engineers and teduiidans will 
take part in the three-day meeting. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

TTie following listings are compi7ed from monthly bulletins and 
. • tile daily Arabic press. Readers are advbed to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Art exUbition by artist Mohammad Al Windawi at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

•it Art exhibition by artists Akram Isawi and Janud Baddawi at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

-A- Plastic art exlubition by artist Shaker Abu Ghazaldi at the 
Phoenix G^ry for Cidture and Art. 

ie Alt ^hihitinn Syrian artist Yasser Baminood at Baiadiui 
Art Gallety (IVasG Al Tal Street). 

■it Exhibition by Lclianese artist Hnssdn Madi at Darat Al 
Fbnun ot the Abdnl Bameed Shonihn Foondation. Aiso 
showing the *^pennanent” exhilntion of 54 Arab contanpem- 
ary artists. (Tel. 643251/2) 

it Art exhiUtion by artist Makram Khaghandooqah at the 
j S pam<h Cultural Centre. 

ir Rvhiiwtinn oD tbc art (rf architecture at the French Cultural 
Centre. 

it Art exhibition by several Iraqi and Jordanian artists at 
OrlUi Art Gallery (Tel. 826932). 

ir Art esdiibition by Suha Noursi entitled ‘^Landscapes*’ at the 
Botel Jordan Inter.Continental GaDery (8:00 a.m.-7ril0 
p.m.). 

DRAMA 

'tr Drama In AraUe entitled *‘Tbe Qaestion” at the Royal 
Cttitnral Centre (IIHK) a.m. and 5:00 p.m.). 

LECTURES 

ir Lecture by Ms. Nelly Lama entitled “J^ianese Culture 
Nature Worship** with slides show at the Young Women’s 
Christian Assodation at 10:00 a.m. 

it Lecture by Dr. Irfim Radieed entitled “The Arab Etemeot 
in Syria Prior to the Istamic Conquest'* at the Arab Thought 
Forum at 6:00 p.m. 

Lecture entitled “The Negotiations With The Israelis: 
Where Did It Get To And What Are Hie Pnweets?” by 
PLO Executive Committee Member Tayseer Khded at 
Abdul Shoman Foundation in Jabal Amman at 6:00 

p.m. 

BAZAAR 

ir Bazaar (containing ceramics, flowers, leather prodoeCs, 
handicrafts, drawing on mbrors and others) al the Royal 
Cultnral Centre (8:00 a,m. - 5:00 p.m.). 




Prime Minister Abdul Sdam Majali Monday 
receives the secretary general of the Leban.:ie 
fiM‘e^n ministry, Zafer Al Bassan, and an 


accompanyii^ ddegation who arrived in Am- 
man to offer condolences on the death of Nayeb 
hbaytah (Petra photo) 


the investigations. 

Mr. AI Hassan told Mr. 
Abul Ghanam that the crime 
was also directed against Leba- 
non’s security and stability and 
that his country was seeking 
cooperation with Jordan to 
find the perpetrators as soon as 
possible. 

Upon the delegation's arriv- 
al in Ar nan, Nfr*. Al Hassan 
said that the Lebanese people 
were deeply pained at the 
death of the Jordanian envoy. 


“We bow our heads in re- 
spect 10 the Martyr, Nayeb 
Maaytah. who had offered so 
much and worked in the ser- 
vice of his country and the 
Arab Nation," said Mr. Al 
Hassan in an arrival statement. 

In reply to a question, Mr. 
Al Hassan said that the mo- 
tives behind the assassination 
were still unknown but the 
manner in which the assassina- 
tion was committed clearly in- 
dicated that the crime was pre- 


meditated. 

He added, however, that the 
Lebanese authorities cannot 
cause any party for the crime 
since investigations into the 
case were continuing. 

Meanwhile, political orga- 
nisations. unions and societies 
continued to issue statements 
strongly condemning the kill- 
ing of Mr. Maaytah who was 
brought home Sunday and laid 
to rest in his hometown near 
Kaiak. 


Personal feud may be behind 
movie- house blast — sources 


By a Jordan Thnes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Police are pur- 
suing a theory that a personal 
feud was behind the explo- 
sion last week at a downtown 
movie theatre iriucb injured 
at least seven people, in- 
formed sources said Monday. 

However, they said, the 
possibility remains open that 
Wednesday’s blast at the 
Rivoli movie-house could 
have been the work of some- 
one who objected to the na- 
ture of the films that the 
theatre was showing. 

The movie house is known 
for screening films bordering 
on pornography in violation 
of Jordanian censorship reg- 
ulations and was a favourite 
haunt of unemployed youth, 
mostly from the An^ ex- 
patriate community. 

“There arc some leads that 
a personal di^te could be 
behind the blast, but they 
need closer follow-up," said 
one of the sources. 

The source declined to 
elaborate. But inquiries in 
the vicinity of the Rivoli indi- 
cated that several quarrels 
involving some of the em- 
plttyees of the movie house 
bad taken place some weeks 
and the blast could have 
b^n the work of an indi- 
vidual or group as an act of 
revenge. 

The nature of the exploave 
derice, described as a crude. 


"homemade" incendiary 
bomb, lacking any sophistica- 
tion that is expected of an 
organised group, streng- 
thened Che theoiy that it was 
an isolated inddent. 

At the same time, accord- 
ing to the sources, devices of 
siinilar nature had also been 
discovered at other places in 
the past, including liquor 
stores. This pointed the fin- 
ger in the direction of reli- 
gious elements who oppose 
what they consider to be 
sodally and culturally im- 
proper for the conservative 
Jordanian sodety. 

An explosion more than a 
year ago at a dnema in the 
Baqaa refugee camp was at 
that time reported to have 
been caused by a planted 
“homemade" bomb. Police, 
however, said a gas cylinder 
had exploded in the c^eteria 
of the movie house. 

Meanwhile, police con- 
tinued to keep a tight lid on 
the results of their investiga- 
tions into the downtown ex- 
[rioslon. 

“When we solve the case, 
we will have a statement for 
you," said a police offidal. 

Most of the injured, two 
Jordanians, three Egyptians 
and two Sudanese, have left 
hospital after treatment. 

At least one of them, de- 
scribed to be seriously 
wounded, has been pro- 
nounced out of danger, but 
remains in hospital. 


According to downtown 
sources, several others could 
also have been injured, but 
they did not remain at the rite 
of explosion to get treatment. 

“£>o you expect anyone to 
volunteer himself and testify 
as someone who was watch- 
ing an indecent movie?" 
asl^ a salesperson at a near- 
by electrical shop who said be 
saw dozens rusl^g out of the 
movie house after the blast 
but were missing when it 
came to giving infoiTnatioo to 
investigators. 

The Islmnic Action Front 
(lAF), Jordan’s best orga- 
nised political party, issued a 
statement throu^ its de- 
puties in the Lower House 
condemning the explorion 
and suggested that “Zionist- 
s...and enemy groups" could 
have been .behind tt. 

In a dear reference to the 
nature of the movies that the 
Rivoli is known to have been 
screening, the party also said 
that violence was not the 
means to prevent anyone 
from actions incompatible 
with Islamic teachings. 

“Correcting the status of 
dnemas in the country can- 
not be done through this con- 
demned aa that threatens the 
country and the dtizens, but 
throngh raising public aware- 
ness and activating legislation 
and censorship on what cine- 
mas and other media means 
broadcast," the statement 
added. 


AMMAN MAKRIOTT HOTEL 

WELCOMES 
NEW EXECUTIVE CHEF 

The Amman Marriott Hotel is delighted to welcome back 
Mohammad Sebouai, one of ils stars from the opening of the hotel in 
1982. 

H I At that lime Sebouai, who originates 

from Tunisia, was one of the extremely 
.successful kitchen management team 
that helped to create new standards of 

visiting digniaries who stay at that 

International division due to the 
exciting de\ elopment planned over the 
coming years, Sebouai was delighted 
to take on the challenge of being 
. F.xccutive chef of the Amman 

Marriott Hotel, and returning to 
i Jordan . 

Sebouai, who is married with one son, has already niade a huge 
impression on all those who work with him and have dined with him. 
His quality approach to everything that he does is sure to re-establish 
the Amman Maniott Hotel as the premier hotel in the city for fine 
dining and creativity . 
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Conflict beyond borders 

IN ITS attempt to bring the Kurdish rebellion 
gainst Its mie to an end, Ankara has been 
waging a political and military campaign 
gainst the rebels of the Kurdish Labour Party 
(I%K). Turkey has been able through negotia- 
tions with Syria to limit- the PKK’s presence 
and tr aining activity in Lebanon’s Beqaa Valley 
that under Syrian mih’tary control. However, 
after the authorities and the PKK failed to 
Gontinue the talks they started last year to end 
the rebellion peacefully, Ankr ;a and the PKK 
have escalated the cmflict and are now locked 
in bloody f^hting in south-east Turkey that has 
already sinDed over in nei^bonring countries. 

In December, the Turkish airforce went 
hunting for PKK rebels in northern Syria and 
this week it attacked bases that the PKK has 
allegedly setup in northern Iraq. The Turkish 
incursion Into Syria seems to have been diplo- 
matically and quietly contained since both 
countries are intent on keeping good relations. 
But the attack on PKK ba^ in northern Iraq 
seems to have extended into Iran. While Bagh- 
dad has kept silent on the Turkish raid s^ainst 
Iraqi terrhoiy that presently falls within the 
U.N.-declared lo-fly zone, the Iranians have 
maintained tiiat ^‘several rockets and bombs” 
hit vill^es in Iran, killing and wounding many 
people. The victhns of those attacks, whether in 
Tnrk^ itself, in Iraq, Syria or Iran are of 
course the Kurdish i^ple themselves. Since 
the end of th( Ottoman empire early this 
century and its rplinterii^, the Kurdish people, 
dispersed mainky in three countries (Iraq, Iran 
and Turkey), have been falling victim to the 
regimes there. They were discriminated 
against; this leading to the establishment of 
Kurdish liberation movements in the three 
countries. And each of the three neighbours 
pitted each faction against the other. The 
Kurdish people tiirs have become fiid for their 
fends. What made the situation worse recently 
was the West’s encouragement of Iraqi Kurds 
to revolt against Iraq’s cmtral authority and 
abandoning it later. 

The Kurdish people, like everybody else, 
deserve to have their national rights and 
aspirations respected and thrir grievances 
addressed. Unless tMs is done in a thorough 
and democratic manner that involves hraq, 
Iran and Turkey, the conflict will only escalate 
and deepen. 


ARABIC PRESS 


A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i daily bitteriy the 

“cowardly” gronp that perpetrated the assassinatioo of the 
Jordaman diplomat in B^t Naeb Maaitafa, who fell as one of 
Jordan's martyrs. Tareq Masarwefa said diat over die past 
years, many Jordanian diplomats were lost but they woe aD 
martyrs as they were perfonmng dieir duty in the serwe of die 
country. The murderers are not revealing themselves because 
they are ashamed of the cause for wMdi they are committing 
the% crimes, said Masarweh. He said that tte criminab have 
dieir hearts foil of malice and hatred against the imiooent 
dvflians, but the Jordanians are determined to pay th^ 
criminals with their own coin and deal with them on equal 
terms of cruelty once they re canghL The writer said that the 
long years of sufferings ..ave proved that Jordan and the 
Jc'danian people and leadership were right all along as diey 
were steadfast in their defence of their cause and steadfast in 
dieir fight against terrorism and terrorists. He said that Jordan 
has been true to its national affiliation and de^te its being 
small and having meagre resources this country has bera 
ofiering sacrifices for the sake of the whole nation. 


MAZEN HUAZI, a columnist in Al Ra’i, criticised the woric 
of die Arab League for failing to shoulder its basic responsibi- 
lities. It is true diat the Arab League had fallen undw 
international pressure in the past and had taken unfair 
dedrions. but the time cerne f ;r it to change its stand in 
the light ^ the new developmeu^s c;:d the chan^ around the 
world, demanded the writer. He said that the Arab League is 
expicled to try to lift the U.N. embargo on Iraq throu^ the 
help of its member states and the world conununity at large 
before announcing that a meeting would be held soon to 
examine the prospect of ending the Arab countries* boycott of 
Israel. He said that there is no need for the Arab League to 
discuss this question at all at a time when the Arab coontries 
have not yet regained their usurped rights and it must not be 
taken up at all since the negotiators are still involved in the 
! parley with the Israelis. Ike writer said that ending the 
‘ 'brings of the Iraqis should take priority over other topics 
now contemplated ^ the Arab League. 


The View tram Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khonii 


Revitalising the strengths of the Semitic fanu y 

effort to a 


The slow pace of negotiations on the implementation of the 
PLO-Israel Declaration of Principles has left many people in 
the region frustrated, especially because of the continued 
string of concessions the PLO appears to be making in order to 
start the process of Is'raeli redeployment and withdrawal. 
Opinion polls among Israelis and Palestinians show steady 
erosion of support for the Sept. 13 peace accord, which is the 
major manifestation of the frustration and scepticism that 
seem to dominate the political psyche of the people most 
directly concerned. 

Nevertheless, the negotiations plod on. which is a good sign 
that the enormous promise of justice and peace may yet be 
achieved in Uus region. While the short-term frustration we 
witness is understandable, I would like to sugg^t that this is 
largely a consequence of a vety narrow perception of what is 
taking place. Each side is looking primarily at its own interests 
and rights, based on a very constricted perspective that reflects 
the legacy of this region's modem political history: the 
fragmentation of a historically broad and inclusive region into 
small national entities that focus exclusively on their own 
territorial, political, demographic, economic and religious 
assets, in the small countries that we inhabit in the wake of die 
post-World War I. post-colonial era. In the midst of the 
current frustration, I would like to offer a more expansive and 
hopeful perspective on the political forces at work in our 
region. 

Largely as a consequence of the interaction between 
European colonialism and the indigenous peoples of the 
Middle East in the l^h and 20th centuries, we find ourselves 
engaged today in political, ideological, ethnic and ei^n 
religious con^ntations that threaten to keep the rcffon 
divided and at war with itself. It is now clear that the 
Arab-l«aeli conflict is a central but relatively small compo- 
nent of the broader struggles for survival and progre^ that 
define the Middle East and North Africa. 

m 

Many people find the current peace process demeaning to 
Arabs and Muslims because it finds us in a position of relative 
weakness vis-a-vis the Israelis and their supporters in the 
United States. We make repeated concessions in order to 
obtain a fraction of our rights on part of our land. We fear tiiat 
peace will allow Israel to dominate the region economically. 
Even meetings with Jewish delegations from the West are seen 
by many amongst us to be a sign of our weakness. 

I would suggest, however, that our perception of our 
identity and our rights within the narrow and historically novel 
confines of small states such as Israel, Palestine, Jordan, 
Lebanon and Syria will only lead to further frustration, and 
probably to continued confUct. There is a need to look at 
oo isdv es in a broader manner that reduces the preval^t 
tensions and confrontations, and that allows us to look to the 
future with a greater sense of hope. 


This will become urgent in the decades to come, as the 
population pressures in this region create Intense stresses on 
the natural resource base and economic r^urces of the 
region. We are already suffering severe stress in the sectors ot 
water, anbk land, food and Jobs, with our current popula- 
tion of around 230 million Arabs. These pressures will b^omc 
intolerable and politically destabilising when the populrtion of 
the Arab region reaches around 700 million in the middle ot 

the next centuty. „ . _ 

The nnajitAtax acknowledgement of these realities. I s^- 
pect, has helped launch the current peace process: it has 
become clear to all concerned parties that the militaristic and 
nationalistic confrontation of the 20th century has failed to 
assure the rights of any single party to the conflict. We.are all 
caught in a degrading and wasteful cycle of warfare and denial, 
all the time turning inwards to our narrow identities as states, 
ethnic groups or religions. 

A successful conclusion to the peace process may be the first 
step to transcending this confrontational historical phase of 
our re^on's development and to embarking on a more 
produaive new journey of historical .ind national renewal. 
That journey into a brighter future requires that we redefine 
ourselves in a manner that taps the collective strengths and 
assets of the people who comprise this region — not only 
natural resources and economic assets, but also the collective 
power of our identity, ethnicity and religion. 

i would suggest that we already have a common denomina- 
tor that would allow us to do this — our collective identity as 
Semites. The terms “Semites’* and “Semitic** were coined by 
18th century western scholars to describe the peoples, lan- 
guages and cultures of the Middle East in antiquity, especially 
in the Fertile Crescent. The ancient Semites were all the 
peoples descended from Shem, one of the three sons of Noah, 
and they included ancient peoples such as the Arabs. 
Aiamaeans, Assyrians. Babylonians. Hdxews, Phoenicians and 
Canaanites. 

Historically, the Semitic peoples almost always generated a 
balance amongst themselves that allowed different parts of the 
Middle E^t to achieve three important things: a) to permit a 
natural expression of people's ethnic, religious or n.ntionaJ 
identity within a pluralistic context: b) to allow the four main 
geographic regions of this area (the Fertile Crescent, the Nile 
Valley, the Arabian Peninsula and North Africa) to achieve 
material development: and, c) to contribute to the overall 
progress of humankind, through creativity and advances in 
science and technology, agriculture, morality, spirituality and 
urbanism. 

In fact, 1 would venture to predict, with wild disregard for 
the frustrations and constraints of today, that we may be on 
the verge of a dramatic new era of collective progress and 
prodnetivity for the Semitic people. A resolution of the 


Arab-lsraeii conflict and ^ 

well see a peaceful, more 
coming half a «ntury . ^ 

family, L they have frequently done ui the 

■instead worta^ togrth of Imman creativity and. 

past, can aspire . -Jg genous problems of western 

dynamism OT a glob^^ - pressures of individualism 

cor^mer scraeties, es^ai^ that the world is ripe for 

and the toying of th „f^^^ffand national organisation. 

that demands serious study today. The Sernme nation ^ 
can use the term, gave the world ™ 

moral social and national concepts: the world s nrst Mttied 
villaai in the 7th and 8th millennia BC, the natio^tate and- 
urbarasm concepts develo^d in 

Palestine in the 4th and 3rd millennia BC, the legal co^ of 
Hammurabi, around 2000 BC. the codificauon “ 

the three great monotheistic faiths of Judaism, Chns^ity 
and Islam OTd the technical and pbilosophit^ ^ 

eolden age of Islam in the 8th-Ilih centimes AD. 

® ^ese treat feats of the Semitic family were 
men and women who dared to realise 
themselves and for all humankind — men and women who 
dreamed on a scale far larger than their own narrow 
nationalism. Is it possible that the Semitic family aspire 
again to such audacity? I think it is not only possible, but 
imperative that we do so, and that we start to do so by 
recognising the strengths inherent in the rolle^ve resources of 
the religious, ethnic and national identities that define us, out 
that also curtail us today, in our 20th century confirontaiionaJ 

mode. „ . 

A successful conclusion of the peace talks now under way is 
a vital prerequisite for this next great adventure in the history 
of our Semitic family and its vast contributions to human 
society. To meet the enormous challenges of survival and 
progress that confront us now and in the century to come, we 
shall have to start thinking on this scale. This is not a new 
dream, but merely the reactivation and modernisation of an 
andent legacy that lives deep within ourselves — if we have 
the courage and the honesty to recognise it and to ^ve it fife 
once again. 

© Rami G. Khouri 1994 


Europe needs a strong NATO, not utopian gimmicks 


By Heiy? Kissii^er 

NEW YORK — Perhaps the 
most significam aspect of BUI 
Ointon's progression across 
Europe was obscured by the 
atiho^erics. In feet, the trip 
ushered in an important reeva- 
luatiOT of heretofore acwpted 
premises of American foreign 
polity. In effea. the p^si- 
dent's statements elevat^ the 
radical critique of cold war 
potides into the opeiationa] 
premises of contemporary 
American foreign polity. 

For nearly half a century, 
that critii^ue had maintain^ 
that Soviet polides were as 
much caused by American 
polides as by Communist 
ideology; that the Soiet gov- 
ernment was divided, just like 
the American, between hawks 
and doves; that it was the task 
of American diplomacy to ease 
Soviet fears, many of which 
were quite le^timate, and that 
an attitude of genuine coopera- 
tion would overcome Sodet 
bellicosity. 

As late as January 1990, 
these propositions were refur- 
bished in a Time article in 
which Mikhail Gorbachev 
was andnted Man of the De- 
cade. Its author was Strobe 
Talbott, recently chosen to be 
deputy secretary of state, who 
argued that the doves of 40 
years of cold war debate had 
been ri^t all alon^ and that it 
had not been the West's policy 
that brought about the Soviet 
collapse but tbe inherent weak- 
ness of the Soviet system; in- 
deed, that the collapse might 
have occurred earlier had west- 
ern baidiineis not enabled the 
Soviet leaders to rally their 
people on behalf of security. 

The essence of these 
themes was repeated by Presi- 
dent Clinton on many occa- 
sions during his European trip. 
To explain why he did not 
fevour the admission of Po- 
land. Hungary, the Czech Re- 
public and Slovakia into 
NATO, he argued in effect 
that such a step might be pro- 
vocative. 

He added: “I say to all those 
in Europe and the United 
States wiK) would simply have 
us draw a new line in Europe 
further east that we should not 
foreclose tiie possibility of the 
best po^ble future for Europe 
which is a democracy every- 
where, a market economy 
everywhere, people cooperat- 
ing everywhere for mutual 
security,'* 

Tbe assumptions behind his 
statements challenge the intel- 
lectual foundations of NATO, 
the core of America’s postwar 
foreign polity. 

Whether the former victims 
of Soviet imperialism should 
join NATO is a complkuied 
question. *There are many ways 
to accomplish that goal, from 
foil membership to various 
levels of associate membership 
or, indirectly, via membership 
in the European Union. 

But the key issue is not the 


timing of NATO expansion. In 
potting forward the Part- 
neiship for Peace, the adminis- 
tration did not just delay l^t 
European participation, it 
emphatically rejects the prin- 
ciple despite many misleading 
statements to the contrary. 

The partnership invites all 
the. SI f'xssor states of the 
* 'nion and all of Mo^ 
cow's fo«,'.ier East European 
sateUtos to participate with 
NATO m a va^e, multilateral 
ent^ specialising in missions . 
having next to nothing to do 
with realistic military tasks; it 
equates the victims of Soriet 
and Rusrian imperialism with 
its perpetrators and ^es the 
same status to the Central 
Asian republics at tbe borders 
of A^^ianistan as ft ^'ves to 
Pblaod, tbe victim of femr 
paeons in which Russia par- 
ticipated and tbe route across 
which Russia has historically 
invaded Europe. 

HierefoTe. if the Partnership 
for Peace is designed to prop- 
itiate Russia, it cannot also 
serve as a way station into 
NATO, espedally as the Qin- 
ton administration- has 
embraced tbe proposition, re- 
jected by all its predecessors 
for 40 years, that NATO is a 
potent!^ threat to Russia. 

An official travelling with 
the president's party expressed 
the logic behind the adminis- 
tration's position when be 
stated that Eastern Europe 
would have- to find security in 
placating its feared nei^bour. 
‘The most effective thing for 
us,” he said, “is to try to 
protect Eastern Europe by en- 
couraging anti-imperialist, 
democratic tendendes in Rus- 
sia.” 

It is instructive to compare 
die current approach with that 
of Dean Acheson when NA*TO 
was founded. Testifying before 
the Senate Foreign {telations 
Committee, the secretary of 
state was asked whether tbe 
Soviet Union had reason to 
fear NATO. His reply was: 
“Any nation which claims that 
this treaty is directed ag^nst ft 
should be reminded of the Wb- 
Hcal admonition that ‘the guilty 
flee where no man punueih'." 

What does it say about Rus- 
sian attitudes if the expanaon 
of NATO is perceived to be 
provocative? No reasonable 
observer can ima^ne that Po- 
land, the Czech Republic, 
Hungary or Slovakia could ever 
mount a miliiary threat against 
Russia, either singly or in com- 
bination. The countries of 
Eastern Europe are terrified, 
not threatening. And NATO 
forces, doctrine and deploy- 
ment are strictly defensive. 

Moreover, Russia could 
easily be given additional 
assurances, for instance, that 
no foreign troops would be 
stationed on the soil of new 
NATO members — assurances 
that already exist with respect 
to the former East German 
satellite. 

The key question, however, 
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is what the American theory 
means for NATO. What is to 
be NATO's precise role in the 
new dispensation? 

If a security guarantee along 
tbe Polish-Russian border 
creates an unacceptable divid- 
ing line, why is the current 
eastern border of NATO any 
more padMng? If Russia can 
veto NATd membership now 
when it is in need of economic 
si^port, what will it veto when 
it has been strengthened 
through reform and American 
economic assistance? 


historically been the cause of 
all recent European conflicts. 

A realistic approach to Rus- 
sia policy would recognise that 
integrating Russia into the in- 
ternational system has two 
components that must be kept 
in balance: influencing Russian 
attitudes and affecting Russian 
calculations. 

The Qinton administration 
deserves support in extending 
generous economic assistance 
to Rii»ian refonn. And Russia 
should be made welcome in 
institutions that foster econo- 


**Jt is higfii time to take another look 
at tbe adwinistration^s Russia policy^ 
which stakes everything on a kind of 
psychoanalytic social engineering. In 
tbe real environment of today^s ethnic 
conOict and ihfernecffle struggle in tbe 
former Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe, how is security and progress to 
be organised until that utopian world is 
reached?^* 


It is high time to take 
another look at the administra- 
tion's Russia policy, which 
stakes everything on a kind of 
psychoanalytic social engineer- 
ing. Tbe world evoked by Mr. 
Ointon's reference to “demo- 
cracy everywhere... people 
cooperating everywhere” is de- 
cades away. In the real en- 
vironment of today's ethnic 
conflict and internecine str^- 
gle in tbe former Soviet Union 
and Eastern Europe, how is 
security and progtess to be 
organised until that utopian 
world is reached? 

Can it be wise to create two 
categories of frontier — those 
which NATO protects and 
others whitdi are refused pro- 
tection — when both frontiers 
face in the same direction? The 
practical consequence will be 
to Mng about an unprotected 
no-manVland between Ger- 
many and Russia, which has 


mic, cultural and political 
cooperation with the West. 
The Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
would be a far better home for 
this than a Partnership for 
Peace that invents common 
milita -' missions, within the 
framew- of NATO, whose 
essential .Televance under- 
lines the artiL..aHty of the con- 
ception. 

The administration's tenden- 
cy to treat Russian leaders as if 
they were fragile novices easily 
flustered by exposure to the 
realities of international poli- 
tics is an invitation to disillu- 
sionment and misunderstand- 
ing. These are tough men who 
have survived the brutal school 
of Communist and Russian 
politics; they are quite capable 
of comprehending a policy 
based on mutual respect for 
each other's national interest. 
In fact, they are likely to 
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understand such a calculus bet- 
ter than appeals.iD an abstract 
and distant utopianism. 

Russia is bound to have a 
^daJ security interest in what 
ft calls the “near abroad” — 
the other republics of the for- 
mer Soviet Union. The test is 
whether the rest of the world 
teeats this relationship as an 
international problem subject 
to accepted rules of foreign 
polity or as an outgrowth of 
unilateral Russian decision- 
making to be influenced, if at 
ail. by appeals to Russian 
goodwill. 

Perhaps the most serious 
misapprehension of the Part- 
nership for Peace proposal is 
that a reformist Russian gov- 
ernment would automatically 
abandon traditional foreign 
polity goals. For the incentives 
of the most well-meaning Rus- 
sian government are quite 
different. 

Nationalism is on the rise, 
and there is a great temptation 
to ease the pain of transition to 
rnarket economics for the Rus- 
sian population by appealing to 
that basic instinct, l^is is re- 
flected in President Boris Yelt- 
sin’s refusal to go wuug 
NATO in punishing Serbia and 
in his reaaion to the part- 
nership proposal. 

Mr. Yeltsin is reported to 
have asked that all the Succes- 
sor states of the Soviet Union 

and dl fomer East European 
satellites join it simultaneous- 
ly. thereby fulfilling a decade- 
long Kremlin policy of diluting 
NATO to the point of irrele- 
vance. 

At the moment, Russian 
armies are in Moldova, Geor- 
6ja. Azerbaijan, Estonia. Lat- 
via and Tajikistan and partici- 
pate in some of the local civil 
™ witii a strategy that seems 
«siOTcd to make these new 
republics -. ^l of them mem- 
bers of the United Nations — 
nie their independence. The 
foreign minister of Russia has 
repeatedly put forward a 


scheme for a Russian mon<^ 
ly on peacekeeping in the 
“near abroad," indistingoidi- 
able from an attempt to rees- 
tablish Moscow's domination. 
By its silence and its repeated 
invocation of an AiDericau- 
Russian partnership, tiie Un- 
ited States acquiesces in these 
actions. ' '*■ 

moderate Russian forei^ 
polity wDl be impeded, not 
helped, by turning a blind eye 
to tbe re^pearance of historic 
Russian imperial pretensions. 
Russia's effort at reform can^ 
not exempt.it from accepted 
principles of conducting fore- 
ign policy. It is in fact ambigui- 
ty about dividing lines, not 
their existence, and ambiva- 
lence about western reactions, 
not their certainty, that tempt 
militarists and nationalists. Rie- 
foim will be strengthened if 
moderates are put in a position 
of highlighting the dangers of a 
nationalistic Russian policy. 

Russia and America share a 
mutual interest in a st^le 
Europe and Central Europe. 
This can be achieved only 
America's presence in Europe, 
which is based on NATO. Sta- 
tnlity in Europe requires re^- 
firmjng the centrality of 
NATO rather than dHuting it 
in an abstract multilateralism. 

This leads to the following 
conclusions: 

— The Partnership for Peace 
should be redefin^ to deal 
primarily with political, econo- 
mic and cultural is sues for 
which the proper venue is tbe 
^nference on Security and 
Cooperation in Eorooe, not 
NATO. 

— NATO must fece the fact 
that some form of membership 
for Poland, Hungary the 
Republic and Slovakia is in- 
evitable. In tbe wake of tbe 
NATO summit, German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl has 
speeding up the entry of 
these four countries into the 
European Union, of whidi 
they are already associate 
members. Since almost all the 
members of the European Un- 
I?” are also members of 
NATO, it is inconceivable that 
the Union will for long accept 
the _ notion that some of its 
territory is ‘not protected. At 
that point at the latest, either 
the NATO guarantee will be 
extended or NATO will feU 
apart. 

A statesman can always 
^cape his dilemmas by making 
the most favourable assump* 
tions about the future. The 
new Russian leadership is enti- 
tled to understanding for the 
aguish of trying to overcome 
™[o generations of Communist 
misrule, and to help in bniiding 
9 new society. But in pursuing 
that goal, American policy 
must not be embarrassed to 
emphasise that domestic rc- 
foOT, however, desirable, con- 
V n ^ ® better world -only 
II Russia embraces thedi^, 
pUnes of a cooperative interna- ' 
nonal system as well as its 
benefits — Lijs Angeles Times. 
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Israeli peace 
moves could pay 
off inU.S. arms 
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A historical paintings of patriot artists 


By Bradley Burston 

Keufer 

TEL AVIV — In what could 
be an ironic byproduct of its 
Middle East peace-making. 
Israel stands to gain access to 
American warplanes previous- 
ly off-limits and a U.S. Iwost 
for its secret missile projects. 

Since Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin cut a peace deal 
with his onetime-nemesis the 
PLO in September, U.S. air- 
craft giants McDonnell- 
Douglas and Lockheed have 
wag^ a fierce corporate dog- 
fight — with the Pentagon's 
blessing — over the right to sell 
Israel the world's most potent 
warplanes. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
in an apparent bid to kick 
stalled Syrian-lsraeli peace 
talks into gear, told Mr. Rabin 
last week of a policy change on 
^ce technology that could 
indirectly boost Israel’s classi- 
fied long-rang& offensive mis- 
sile programme. 

Arms largesse has long been 
a good indicator of American , 
attitudes towards the policies 
of Israel, the largest single 
recipient of U.S. military aid at 
S1.8 billion annually. 

“The whole relationship on 
arms-related issues improved 
the moment Rabin took 
office." said Joseph Alpher. 
director of Tel Aviv Universi- 
ty's Jaffee Centre of Strategic 
Studies. • 

Mr. Rabin's hardline prede- 
cessor Yitzhak Shamir riled 
Washington with his strong en- 
dorsement of Jewish settle- 
ment expansion and uncom- 
promising stances in the U.S.- 
sponsored talks that began in 
1991 with Jordan. Lebanon. 
Syria and the Palestinians. 

As a defiant Shamir dug in 
his heels against concessions to 
the Arabs, Washington ex- 
erted a range of pressures on 
weaponry purchases and began 
probing export sales of Israeli 
arms it suspected had unlaw- 
fully incorF»rated U.S. hard- 
ware and knowhow. 

Mr. Alpher said Mr. Rabin’s 
stated willingness to trade 
occupied land for peace and his 
curbs on Jewish setilemeni 
spurred the warming trend in 
U.S. arms policy towards 
Israel. 

The White House recognises 
, it is “important for Rabin to he 


able to show Israelis there is 
already a ‘peace dividend' in 
maintaining Israel's ability to 
deter future attack, in return 
for Rabin's readiness to discuss 
the territorial issue." Mr. 
Alpher said. 

in the looking-glass logic of 
the Middle East. Israel has said 
it needs a strong "deterrent 
profile" to be able to risk 
giving up land its public sees as 
a buffer against Arab offen- 
sives. 

The first dividend is likely to 
come with wings attached. 

Soon after Mr. Rabin 
accepted a Clinton nudge and 
shook hands with PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat in Septem- 
ber. the Pent^oh upgraded 
Israel's choices in a pending $2 
billion strike figHter purchase, 
to include McDonnell- 
Douglas' Premier F-ISE and 
an ultra-sophisticated version 
of the Lockheed F-16. 

This month Mr. Clinton cap- 
ped glimmers of progress in a 
summit with Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad with a message 
to Mr. Rabin saying Washing- 
ton had agreed to open up 
space project tenders to 
previously-banned Israeli tech- 
mriogy. 

“President Clinton's dec- 
laration represents a break- 
through for Israel." said 
Moshe Keret. president of 
state-owned Israeli Aircraft In- 
dustries (lAl). developers of 
lightweight, relatively inexpen- 
sive satellites and launch rock- 
ets for commercial use. 

lAl and other Israeli de- 
fence contractors are quick to 
insist the Clinton statement ap- 
plied solely to civilian projects. 

But analysts note that as 
Israeli arms, firms battle to 
of^t recent losses and domes- 
tic cutbacks, success in market- 
ing communications satellites 
and commercial launch vehi- 
cles could help finance further 
development of military tech- 
nology. . . .j , 

lAI’s Shavit rocket is widely 
believed to be* a civilian vcr- 
p Sion of the army's secret 
Jericho surfacc-iCHSuiface mis- 
sile. 

Atomic experts and foreim 
reports have linked the Jericho 
to what they say is Israel's 
atomic weapons programme. 
They say the Jericho is capable 
of propelling a nuclear war- 
head distances of more than 
1.500 km. 


•By Janset Shami 

I ACCUSE. I accuse Omar 
Bsoul and Riham Ghassib of 
being ahistorical artists. Hiey 
look into their hearts and they 
become so absorbed with their 
wealth of discovery that they 
neglect to pay attention to the 
contemporary trends in an. 
Their preoccupation is limited 
to interpreting the truth and 
the beauty they have glimpsed 
in their hearts, presenting their 
genuine productions to the 
viewer. “Look," they say, 
‘*isn't the worid a wonder- 
land?” “Look,” they insist, 
“aren’t the people who popu- 
late it wonderful?” 

Since Henri Rousseau had 
started to attract the attention 
of the Parisian art fans in 
1920s, many different names 
have been given to this style of 
art. 

If we go categorically, we 
start with a long name: Les 
Peintres de Sacre Coeur. This 
name, whidi was invented by 
an art critic and dealer called 
Wilhelm Uhde. did not prove 
itself satisfactory. So, in 1929, 
Andre Lhote called it Arte 
Popuiaire, giving it a sodolo- 
gical connotation. But in 
1920s, the term “Primitive art” 
took its place. This rather con- 
fusing name immediately 
brings to mind the cave paint- 
ings of the pre-bistoric people. 
When we that even the art 
of Republican and Imperial 
Rome is considered post- 
primitive art, it is misleading to 
call a living and flourishing art 
form primitive art. Neverthe-- 
less this title is still prevalent in 
the U.S. 

Many theories were put for- 
ward about the birth and the 


By Jane E. Brody 

NEW YORK — As you na6 
this, millions of sleep^eprived 
people are driving cars and 
trucks, operating hazardous 
machinery, administering 
medical care, monitoring nuc- 
lear power plants and even 
piloting commerrial jets. 

Chances are, every one Of 
those sleep-deprived people is 
performing below par. Many 
are so sleepy that they are 
tikely to nod off at the drop of 
a hat — while reading, listen- 
ing to a lecture, driving on a 
monotonous road, flyi'^S 
autopulot. Even if they do not 
fall asleep, their ability to 
attend to crucial details, like 
which runway to land on, and 
I their jad^nent are likely to be 


■separate existence of Naive 
Art. Some were com- 
plimentary, some were not. 
Some categorised Naive artists 
as “unschooled artists.” Dimit- 
rije Basicevic has this to say on 
the subject of schooled and 
unschooled artists: “All statis- 
tics will ^ow that numerous is 
the army of schooled paintings 
who failed to such measure 
that they were written off.” 

Althou^ Henri Rousseau's 
work was exhibited at the 
“Salon” in Paris, the public 
assumed a condescending air 
towards it, led by the tone of 
the critics. His paintings were 
almost ridiculed. The critic 
Lormell gave an explanation in 
L’IdM Modeme. He wrote; 
“Rousseau is primitive be- 

cause he cannot do otherwise.” 

Hiis comment was foir and 
unfair at the same time. If we 
take this critidsm in a posi^e 
way, we can repeat it changing 
it. a little bit. Rousseau c^d 
not do otherwise because he 
could not exchange his heart 
with someone elre’s. because 
his heart could not see his 
subjects in any other wiy. 

I think this goes for the ' 
Naive artists. And we can 
make one point in their favour. 
Those artists are more univer- 
sal than many other modem 
artists. In ^ite of their indi- 
vidualistic approach to their 
subject, they are united in their 
direct, undiluted sincerity. 
Having said that, I would like 
to add that in ai^redating a 
piece of art. the yardstick we 
use must be its esthetics. We 
should not be overly jweoccu- 
pied with its psychological and 
social traits. 

Many art forms have come 
and gone, but the art move- 


ment of the Naive painters is 
continually replenished. Be- 
cause it is timeless. Because it 
has universal appeal 

Let us come 'to our two 
artists now. First Omar Bsoul, 
who is currently having a ex- 
hibition at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. It opened on Jan. 19 
and will continue until Jan. 31. 
Hiis is Omar Bsoul’s 22nd ex- 
hibition. His first ^ exhibi- 
tions took place in 1978 in 
Damascus and Irtrid. His re- 
cent exhibitions were held at 
the Alia Art Gallery (ISKK)}. 
French Cultural Centre (1991) 
and the British Council (1992). 
One of his paintings won a 
prize from Germany in 1990. 

His life story is as simple and 
straightforward as his paintings 
are. He was bom in Irbid in 
1951. and he still lives there. 
He is the owner of a barber 
s^. When the last customer 
leaves, Omar Bsoul’s shop 
turns into a studio. He pains 
there every evening. His main 
income, to support his wife and 
his rix ^ildien however, com- 
es from his barber shop. Con- 
sidering that be us^ ^y his 
spare time for his paintings, be 
is unusually productive. 

Coming to Riham Ghassib, 
her life is quite different from 
Omar Bsoul's. She is the 
daughter of the late gov- 
eramentaJ minister who held 
several portfolios. She was 
bom in a smart area of Jabal 
Amman in her father's impos- 
ing tiiree-storey stone house. 
■ She still lives there. Her early 
^ool years were spent in Am- 
man, and she continued her 
education in the U.S., at a 
college in Kansas. She 
obtained a B.A. degrM in 
Egniish literature, with a 


minor in art. But since the 
completion of her education 
her only interest has been art. 
Recently, her work has been 
acclain^. Slowly^but surely, 
she is raking her righ^ place 
in the art scene, of Jordw. She 
is one of the' six Jordanian 
artists whose work is to be 
exhibited at the National 
Museum in Washington D.C. 
Tbb exhibition is organi^ by 
the International Gounol for 
Woman in the Arts and will be 
opened by Her Majes^ Queen 
Nour. Riham Ghassib’s (^osen 
picture for tins exhibition is 
.“Salt”. The exhibition will' 
travel all over the U.S. for a 
year. 

Riham Ghasab’s first one- 
man show took place in 1987 at 
the R^ral Cultural Centre. She 
presented another exhibition 
in the following year at the 
same place. She also took part 
in group exhibitions in Spain 
and Dallas, Texas. 

T, Janset Shami, myself, con- 
fess ahistorical artist, was 
bom in Istanbul. I studied En- 
glish literature first at Ankara 
University and after that at the 
Queen Mary Coll^ of Lon- 
don University and first exhi- 
bited my work in Beirut and 
then in B^^dad. My first ex- 
hibition in Jordan took place at 
the old American Centre of 
Jabal Amman in 1969. In 1973, 
I continued under the tutora^ 
of the late Princess Fakhrelnisa 
Zeid who used to call me “my 
first student,” as. she gave her 
first lesson to me. lliis was 
even before she started her 
Ro^l Institute of Fuie Arts. 
. Hind Nasser, Suha Shuman 
and Ofemia Rizk, who were all 
taught tty her, became well- 
known both in Jordan and 



P ainting by Janset Shami 

abroad. 

Encouraged by Princess 
Fakhrelnisa I exhibited my 
mainly Naive work at the Petra 
Bank Gallery in 1987. Since 
then I have been busy wntmg. 
Being affected by some posi- 
tive as well as negative cur- 
rents, however, I have dcaM 
to take up art again seriously. 

If we want to delve into an 
analysis with an eye on com- 
parison, the first tiling that 
comes to mind is Riham Ghas- 
ab's patriotism. She is a true 
Jordanian who loves her coun- 
try. They say that the Naive 
artists semch for paiatfisc lost. 
Riham Ghassib did not need to 
look far. Paradise is Jordan! ' 
She reflects her love in her 
landscapes spriftkling them 
with villas, modest houses and 
sheep and shepherds- She 
populates her wedding parties 
with an enouimous number of 
people, be they country 
gatherings or sophisticated 
parties. She works on each and 
every figure with loving care. 

Omar Bsoul's interest is 
mainly people. His portraits ' 
are of hcHne-loving people. 


The sleep gap — a growing danger 


seriously impaired. 

^though no majo; airiine 
accident has been linked 
directly to a stopy cockpit 
crew, undue fatigw has re- 
sulted in pilots’ failing to read 
gauges correctly and landing 
not only on the wrong runway 
but even at the v rong airport. 

Among drivers of auto- 
mobiles, long-haul trucks and 
even buses, sleepiness is be- 
lieved to be responsible for a 
large share of zcddents* Those 
drivers who live to tell the tale 
often report tkat they did not 
Imow they were about to fall 
asleep; it just happened. 

Dr. Wiltiam Dement, a sleep 
disorders ^jedaUst at Stanfoiti 
University, says many sleep- 
deprived peopfe-^ as likely to 
fall arieep suddenly under in- 


appropriate and even danger- 
ous circumstances as are peo- 
ple with serious sleep dis- 
orders, like sleep apnea and 
narcolepsy. 

Sleepiness has become an 
endeirac condition in our 24- 
hour society, where light bulbs 
and telei^on sets prompt peo- 
ple to postpone bedtimes and 
assign alarm dodcs to arouse 
them each morning. 

It is not uncommon for top 
executives to attribute their 
sua»a' tb^e feet "that ttiey 
sleep, onlytthree or four hours a 
night, but sleep experts say 


that this is nonsense and that 
bosses would be far more 
effective if they slept more. 

Evolution pn^rammed hu- 
mans to go to sleep soon after 
ni^itfall and to arise as the 
daum breaks, which at the 
Equator (where human* beings 
evolved) means people would 
sleep about nine hours a mgbt. 
And indeed, studies in sleep 
laboratories, where people live 
without knowing when it is day 
and night nnd have no ahmai 
docicj'W'tcM them' when to 
arise^-^bave shown that most 
adults'heed eight to eight and a 


half hooR of sleq) a night. 

But in real life they get less 
than seven. With each fore- 
shortened night, they add to 
their growing sleep debt until 
tfa^ reach a prant where tiiey 
can no longer voluntarily stay 
awake. 

According to Dr. James 
Maas, a professor of psycholo- 
gy who 1 $ a sleep researdier at 
^meD University, the most 
sleep-drived of all are hi^ 
school and college students. 
From the ages of 17 to 25; 
sleep needs are greater than at 
any other time of life after 


They sit calmly in the company 
of each other, usually a 
mother, a father and a child. 
Sometimes two beautiful 
young gjris are seen next to 
each other. There is a door in 
the background. There is a 
decorated mat underneath 
tiieir crossed le^. There is a 
vase somewhere in the picture. 
Whether his subjects are male 
or female, they are wholesome 
and beautiful. The viewer 
looks at ibeir large eyes and 
tries to hear their view about 
life. They may ^ve them, if 
asked. And if they ^d, they 
would give it in their direct, 
uncluttered statements, as 
most Jorda.nians do. 

It is not oily the outline of 
the subjects that are offered to 
the viewer in a direct way, but 
also tiieir colours. Omar Bsoul 
does not bother to mix his 
colours. The precise; perform- 
ance of this brush uses the 
cctiours as they come out of the 
tubes. When you look at the 
pictures, the reds, yellows, 
blacks, greens appear in front 
of yoiir eyes and soon you hear 
them rigning folk tunes ir your 
heart. 


early childhood, but tiie press- 
ures to postpone or even skip 
sleep are also greatly in- 
cream. 

Sleep studies have shown 
that these young people need 
about 10 hours of deep a nigfau 
Yet the average student sleeps 
onty sbe horns, accumulating a 
sleep debt tiiat grows by four 
hours a, night. 1 arents bemoan 
tiieir teenagers’ “laziness'* be- 
cause tiiey sleep until noon on 
■weekends,, fait most of these 
youi^ people are only trying to 
cancel scMne of their weeklong 
-sleep debt — New York 
Times. 


Polish security policeman’ 
touches thorny issues 


s trial 


By Timothy Heritage 

Reuter 

WARSAW — Adam Ilunicr 
sits impassively in the dock as a 
Polish court lists charge alter 
charge that he helped heal and 
torture political pri.soncrs as a 
security police chief more than 
40 years ago. 

Elderly men and women 
who say they were victims of 
the brutality’look on from the 
front rows of court. A tew 
metres away. 1.^ lower ranking 
former communist seeurity 
police officials sit hiding iheir 
faces from photographers. 

The trial of Mr. Humer.whn 
lis accused of killing one of hi> 
prisoners, and of l."^ former 
colleagues is one of ilie first 
ilN kind since the eommunisi«. 
lost power in Poland in IVSn. 
The defendants deny the more 
serious charges. 

For some Poles, it re\i\e> 
bitter memc^rics of a periitd 
they believe woujd Iv b«.*si 
forgotten. Others su> the trial 
offers a chance to reveal the 
truth about the sometimes 
bloody and painful dcc.ulc af- 
ter World War II. 

"At last wc have a chance 
for satisfaction." said ti'rmer 
political prisoner Wlodzimicr/ 
Minchberg at the Warsaw 
court where he has watched 
the trial since last Septem- 

"For years we could not talk 
about these things- But there 
were hundreds of I'cople like 
these. Wc need to show iv«»ple 
the horror of '^hai hiippened. 
said Mr. Mineliber!:. now in his 
mid-oUs. 

Tens.i»f ih»»usiinds ot ]V»»ple 
were interned and hniulrcils 
sentenced to death dining the 
late luiris and cail\ jv.slK as 
the communist authoritic-*. in* 
stalled b\ Stni'el dictator .loscf 
Stalin at ihe cud ot World War 
II. cracked ilown on ilisscni. 

The iifticial \icw abi'ul Po- 
land's first communist pre*«i- 
dent. Bolcsiaw BicriK. idiiical- 
|v charged in the late pixiK.iiul 
liis rule from PM7 lo 19.sr» wun 
denounced. 


Although communist rule 
has ended, and many details of 
Bierui's period in office arc 
now known, few atiempts have 
been made to try any of the 
former comnuinisi oftlciaN in- 
Yxilved in persecutions. 

"Bierut was to blame but so 
too were the people who car- 
ried out the crimes. Tiiey beat 
people on the head, in Ihe 
genitals, on the knees. They 
should he punished." said 
another former poliiic:il pris- 
oner. who declined to give his 
name. 

Mr. Humcr. now 7ft. is Po- 
land's most senior surviving 
security police officer from 
Stalinist times. As direciiu of 
the Investigation Department 
of the former Ministri ol Pub- 
lic Security, he helj^*ed iniern>- 
gate prisoners. 

Staring out thnmdi thick 
spectacles. Mr. Ilumer shows 
few visible sings of cmotit>ii as 
he hears the eliarges of 
"physical and mom! abuse" of 
prisoners between IWft and 
1952. including ii^rtiire and 
beatings which resulted in 
death. 

He has pleaded not giiihv t(^ 
the main charge of killing stu- 
dent Tadeusif Labedzki. a |\*li- 
tical activist beaten to dealh 
in 194ft. and has denied know- 
ledge (>f any premcilitated 
torture. • 


ilBaitic bea 


The most brutal treatment 
he dished out was ivccasionally 
slapping prisoners, he says. 

Although he and the lUher 
defendants deny many of the 
charges, the trial provides a 
rare public d(K'umentaiion ot 
what former prisoners identifv 
as the security police's 

methods. 

The stale prosecun>r has 
listed cases of prisoners being 
detained without charge and 
beaten with whips, batons and 
wooden and metal objects. 
The interrogators are 

alleged to have poured cold 
water over prisoners in winter 
and leaving the windovs of cells 
open, prevented inmates _frt»m 
sleeping for long periods, 
smashing their fingers in the- 
door and burning them with 
irons. 

Prisoners are said to have 
been forced to kneel on fauirds 
with nails sticking from them, 
sit on the leg of an overturned 
stool, have water pmired into 

their nwtrils and be ducked m 
toilets. 

In one case. :i prisiiner lost 
lb teeth during an interroga- 
tion and in many csises prison- 
ers were said to be permanent- 
ly physically ttr mentally in- 
jured. 

Mr. Minchberg was when 
he was arrested for belonging 
to the National Armed I-orces 
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(NSZ). an oppiisitkin national- 
ist group which resisted the 
communist takeover. Me vyas 
sentenced • ii> a six-ve;ir iail 
term in 194K. 

"It wsLs completely normal 
for the security police lo heal 
prisoners. You'd enter the 
room, sit down and they would 
strike you as if it were their 
wuv of saying hello." he said. 

Mr. Humer's trial is unlik,'y 
to be a precedent for itmcrs 
because few former security 
police officials are still alive. 

Al.though. human rights 
violations were frequent atier 

brut’s death in I95ft. 
attempts to bring the commun- 
ist leaders themselves lo trial 
have also been nire. 

Even the reconI of the last 
communist letidcr. Cicnerai 

Wojcicch Janizclski. is not 
clean, i-fc suppressed the Soli- 
darity movement in the 19Sik. 
legalising it later. 

"But it was Mr. Jani/elski 
who launched the imlv major 
communist trial into the seciir- 
itv police in recent years, fol- 
lowing the murder ol pro- 
solidariiv priest Jer/v 
Popieluszko in r»>nr 

securitv p«4icemer were even- 
tually jailed fi'r the crime. 

The only senior communist 
to be tried since IW^ Is Ciener- 
al Czeslaw Kiszezak. interior 
minister when the pivlice broke . 
up u protest at the Wujek cvial 
mine in southern Poland in 
I9S1. killing nine people. Mis 
trial is still under wav. 

'The Solidarity-dominaled 
covernmenis »if to pw.'i 
decided not t > kiimch a cani- 
palgn to punl .h btriner ctim- 
mimists. regarding “a wiich 
hunt" :is a destabilising faciitr 
Politictii momentum to pun- 
ish ox-eommunisis has dimi- 
nished further since former 
communists won elections in 
September. 

Examining the past is lU'i »mi 
the new left-wing govern- 
ineni's agenda, while the right- 
wing parties which Ciimpaigneil 
for the c\-eommunisls !«' be 
punished now have no seals iii 
p;irli:inient. 
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.E. seeks money to rebuild 


DAVOS, Switzerland 
— While Israel and the PI 
work to nail.down their 
peace agreement, they are 

efforts to boost the 
rije^on’s economy as the sole 
guarantor of long-term st^- 
..‘Ity. 

-j ’'^Israeb Foreign Minister $hi- 
r :aion Peres and FLO chief Yas- 
r.9er Arafat appeared at the 
World Economic Forum here 
: -to 'plead for re^onal co(^ra- 
. i-tioa and international aid for 
* :the Middle East. 

. -Mr. Peres said the partid- 
1 . pants in the peace ^ocess 
. . would hold an economic con- 
fotenoe in Amman, for woold- 
•T he. investors from the United 
. ' States, Europe and Japan. Jor- 
:dan said it could be held this 
-y«ar. 


‘"Hie only way to reduce the 
standard of hatred is to im- 
prove the standard of prosper- 
i^,*' he told an audience pack- 
ed with top pob'tical and busi- 
ness leadm gathered in the 
Swiss Alps. 

Mr. Arafat lashed out at 
(^>ponent5 of the peace nego- 
tiations and said **these ex- 
tremist and fanatic gronps wiD 
increase their infloence in this 
atmosf^re of imbalance, in- 
stability, poverty and injus- 
tice.” 

*Tbe most important plat- 
form whidi we can depend 
upon to achieve stability is 
justice, justice, justice, for all 
off us,” Mr. Ai^t said. *‘Sta-' 
bOity cannot be implemented 
without a strong economic 
platfonn.” 


The PLO leader renewed his 
call for a ^ddle East “Mar- 
shall plan" equivaleat to the 
oie that hel]^ put Europe 
b ide on its feet after WoM 
\'ar n. 

“Priority should be given to 
tile oocoiried territory wfaidi 
has suffered an imbalance 
•mder the occupation,” he 


Mr. Arafat said he told U.S. 
President Bill Qinton that the 
region bad the potential to be a 
“new ScHnaKa” or a “new Sing- 
qxffe,” referring to die tiny 
Asian economic dynamo. 


The PLO leader drew ap- 
plause with a pledge that die 
private sector would play an 
important role in investments 
and management of the occu- 
pied tenitOTies. 

He said 60 per cent of the 
$13 billion which the Palesd- 
nians are seeknig in interna* 
ti<mal aid over seven years 
would go to develop the pri- 
vate sector. 


“We have die skSted labour 
to become a new Sin^pore, 
we have die faintest level of 
education in die legitMi, but we 
need yonr help,” be con- 
cluded. 


Joan Spero, U.S. onder- 
secretaiy of state 6»- g^xmomic 
and agricultural afiEairs, said 
that true rqjonal ooopoadon 
in the Middle East could come 
only after dm Arab boycott of 
Israel ends. 

“It is a remnant of the past 
which the region cannot 
afford,” rite said. 


annunces 
measures to liven 
economic growth 


PARIS (R) — France Sunday 
anpoun^ plans to encourage 
tT^owth by boosting consumer 
pending, particul^y on cars 
a^ iUHising, and said it would 
faicg steps to help create new 
jobs for tbe nnemplt^ed. 

• But the government stopped 
iviril short of any ra&'cal 
changes to hs cunent pdides, 
wbkb it hopes vrill be4) pro- 
duce growth of 1.4 per cent diis 
year. 

; “The measures are a ooiie- 
lent whole diat fits in widi the 
existing line of govmmnent 
policy,** Prime Minister 
EdouOT BaOadnr told a news 
eoi^rence after a keynote 
government seminar on tbe 
economy. 

" '“If s die same thing that is 
-continuing. Ifs the same in- 
;i^»ratioQ, ifs the same policy,” 
^he said. 

K Mr. Balladnr said the gov- 
^eminent had decided to on- 
fblock some of the estimated 80 
'^Mfion francs ($13.5 billion) 
;|^>c^d up in employee profit- 
vriiare schemes, normally witfa- 
i|iel)l for five years, 
li ' '^lie money would be re- 


leased early for buying a new 
car or undertaking structural 
work on p roperty. 

Tbe car anVl h nildmg indu^ 
tries were amongst the worst 
hit by last year’s economic 
reces si on iriud saw growth 
shrink by between 0.7 and 0.8 
per cent and spending slow to a 
trickle. 

In adefitkm enqiloyees would 
be aide ftw whatever reason to 
take out funds which had been 
cceefited to them fox profi ts 
made in 15)89 pro v ide d dieir 
employe.-s ' agie^ 

Ho said the government 
would also speed np a prog- 
ramme of refrinding value 
added tax to c o m pani es for 
those which take cm new work- 
ers, eayedaPy young appren- 
tices a^ other trainees. 

Tbe government would also 
hold talks with hotel, res- 
taurant, annd parking concems 
to fry to pmsuade these service 
industries to taka on new staff. 
Mr. BaUador said there were 
potentially tens of thousands 
jobs diat coold be created. 

Unemployment is nmnhig at 
a record 12 per cenL 


Iran’s Majlis says no 
to higher fuel prices 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s parlia- 
ment, debating a new budget, 
rejected proposed price rises 
for oil products and gas. the 
official IRNA news agency re- 
ported Monday. 

“Increases in the prices of 
natural gas, gasoline, 
kerosene, gas oil and fuel oil, 
predicted in next year’s budget 
bill, were voted down by die 
Majlis (parliament) deputies,” 
IRNA said. 

Deputies are debating tiie 
govemmenf s jwoposed l^get 
for the Iranian year starting 
March 21, 1994. 

Iran’s Oil Minister Gbolam- 
reza Aqazadeh has long been 
frying to persuade deputies to 
agree to raise domestic prices 
for oil products, which are 
correntiy heavily subsidised. 

Pariument, toeing a “realis- 
view of the' market, told 


tic 


the Iranian government Sun- 
day to scale its hopes for oil 
revenue down to $10.15 billion 
in the year starting March 21. 

The figure compares with a 
government estimate of $11.84 
billion next year, actual oil 
sales of about $14 billion in the 
current year and a 1993-^ 
taiget of $17 tnlUon. 

The government has warned 


deputies that reducing the esti- 
mate may force it to cut track 
on oil industry development. 

The deputies* calculation 
was based on sales 10 per cent 
below present levels. Their 
price estimate was not spelled 
out but some said in deirate 
that $12 a barrel was more 
likely than the government's 
hopes for $14. 

“...We set tbe oil ceiling of 
revenues at $10.15 billion,” 
Kazem Mirvalad, secretaiy of 
die joint budget and planning, 
economy and commerce com- 
mittees, told Tehran radio. 

“Conridering die situation 
ofdie worid ofl market, among 
various alternatives we chose 
the most realistic,” be said. We 
reduced oil export by five per 
cent of the present level We 
allowed another five per cent 
reduction for the likelihood of 


resumption of Iraqi exports.” 
He told tbe ramo that the 


deputies have “reduced to 58.4 
per cent the share of oil in total 
revenues from the government 
projection of 65.8 per cent” 
Deputies have also called for 
die government’s estimate for 
next year’s total state revenues 
to be cut to $17.6 billion from 
$193 bUlion. 


U.S. dependence 
on foreign oil 
expected to grow 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
America’s dependence on 
foreign oil will continue to 
grow into the next century, 
with net imports reaching ^ 
per cent of domestic oonsump- 
tioD by the year 2010, the 
Energy Department has pre- 
dicted. 

Tbe department's annual 
energy outlook report said that 
the growtii of petrolenm im- 
ports will come desfMte rignifi- 
cant gains in energy efficiency' 


and a neater use of natural gas 
as a fuel and use of other- 


energy sources. 

The forecast, using various 
computer models, predicted 
that domestic cru^ oil produc- 
tion will continue on its current 
derisne until 2006 and then 
rebound somewhat because of 
rising prices. 

It said petroleum use will 
likely increase to about 21 mil- 
lion barrels a day by 2010, 
compared with 17 million bar- 
rels a day in 192 — tbe latest 
year for whidi complete fi- 
gures were available. 

Natural gas use also will 
increase 1^ about 13 per cent 
during the same time period, 
althouj^ utilities will continue 
to rely heavily on coal for 
eleefridty generation. 

Tbe outlook said that in 1992 
net petroleum imports — the 
diffmoce between domestic 
prc^uction and cemsumption, 
which takes into account U.S. 
petroleum exprots — was 39 
per cent. 

Tbe outlook study said there 
are expected to be consider- 
id)!e energy savings over the 
next 16 years beca^ of more 
efficient appliances and im- 
proved building design and 
construction. This will restrain 
growth in energy consumption 
that otherwise might have 
'occu rr ed, said tbe report. 

“Advances in appliances and 
building effidencies are driving 
modi of the antidpated (ener- 
gy consumption) improve- 
ments,” said the r^rt by the 
Energy Information Adminis- 


tration, a research agency 
within the Energy Depart- 
ment. 

It said the efficiency gains 
are antidpated without de- 
velopment of new technolo- 
gies. The wideqiread use of the 
most efficient appliances 
already on the market could 
cut residential energy ^ 25 
per cent, the analysis con- 
duded. 

The study said that while 
significant effiden^ guns an 
likely to be made in residentid 
and industrial energy use, it 
does not envisio n great reduc- 
tions in petroleum use for 
transportation. 

“People will continue to 
drive more and new car effi- 
dency gains will not be as rapid 
as in tile 19^,'’ said the study. 
More cars and more conges- 
tion on the road are likely to 
result in poorer actual gasoline 
mileage than what cars would 
be ei^ected to get under test 
conditions, it said. 

Other findings in the out- 
look study were: 

Total primaiy energy con- 
sumption is expected to grow 
23 per cent by 2010, compared 
with 19^. 

— Coal production is ex- 
pected to increase by 20 per 
cent to 1.2 billion tonnes by 
2010, ^ugh mudi of it will be 
exported. There also will be 
continued heavy reliance on 
coal to general eleefridty. 

— Natural gas production 
will increase 13 per cnet to 20.2 
trillion cubic feet by 2010. 
Natural gas prices are pre- 
dicted to indreas on average 
3.9 per cent a year at the 
wellhead. 


India’s private airlines welcome denationalisation 


^EW DELHI (R) — India's 
(private airlines Monday wel- 
vi»ihed legal changes putting 
them on equal fooiin|E( with 
state-owned Indian Airlines, 
saying the move opened the 
door to better service and 
mre investment. 

T;’ The government issued a 
ispecial ordinance at the 
’iweekeitd scrapping the 1953 
•parliamentary act that 
Ifl^onalised air services and 
[banned private airlines. 

'This is a positive step. It 
-will help us compete with the 
'jiational carrier on a level play- 
ling field,” said Hiakiyudeen 
-,Wahid. managing director of 
West Airlines, India's big- 
gest private operator. 

*‘We uflino longer have to 
live in uncertainty of being 


grounded by some legal case 
somewhere because we did not 
'have any Iqgal status,” he ^d. 

The ordinance allows unres- 
tricted entry to Indian skies for 
private carriers, and means In- 
dian Airlines and the state's 
international carrier. Air In- 
dia, win become fHiblidy li- 
mited companies. 

About a dozen private air- 
faes have sprung up since In- 
dia allowed private firms on 
riioit-haul and feeder routes in 
1990. 

East West and several com- 
petitors expanded to cover ma- 
jor routes like Delhi-Bombay, 
for wdiich Indian Airlines I ^al- 
ly had the monopoly. Thtj 
skirted the law by operating on 
paper as air taxis, and were not 
allowed to publish flight sche- 


dules. 

“The fact is that everyone is 
operating as an airtine.” Mr. 
Wahid told Reuters. 

The newcomers quickly 
snatched custom ^m India 
Aiilines, which had a reputa- 
tion for poor services and unre- 
liability. They now control ab- 
out a third of domestic air 
traffic, with a daily seating 
capadty of 10,000 against the 
state airiine's 20,000. 

A qrokesman for Jet Air- 
ways. which has four aircraft, 
said the ordinance would help 
private carriers improve ser- 
'vices with more flights and 
better passenger comfort. 

Airport and air traffic con- 
trol timings, tailored until now 
to Indian Airlines schedules, 
should be revised to accommo- 


date private flights, he added. 

Airline officials -said the 
onfinance cleared the way for 
rapid expansion by private 
firms, which had been wary of 
investing too mudi cash u^ile 
their le^ status was shaky. 

“We will be introdudng two 
brand new Boeing-737 aircraft 
by the end of February.” the 
Jet Airways spokesman said. 

Mr. W^id said East West 
planned to add six aircraft to 
its current fleet of 10 planes 
within the next foor to five 
months, financed with a $30 
million equity issue in March. 

As publicly limited com- 
panies. diesfriB airlines will 
also be able to raise cash from 
the market to finance new air- 
craft rather than relying on 
government funding. 


The Press Trust of India said 
Indian- Anfines and Air India 
wou Id shortly make public 
issues to expand their equity 
base. 

Indian Airlines spokesman 
Matin Khan declined to con- 
firm the report, saying it was 
too soon to comment on 
changes within the state car- 
rier. 


Meanwhile Japanese oil ex- 
ecutives have critidsed a prop- 
osed Western carbon tax and 
urged the West instead to help 
derraloping nations use ener^ 
resources more effidently to 
protect the environment. 

Hideo Icfaakawa, executive 
vice fHusident of the Japanese 
oil company Cckhuo, said emis- 
sion of carbon dioxide was 
expected to increase because 
of low efficiency in energy con- 
sumption in the devclc^ing 
world. 

“If such taxes or otiaer 
methods are applied In an 
attempt to control oil con- 
sumption quickly, tite indus- 
tries that consume a lot of 
energy will probably take ac- 
tion to relocated to the coun- 
tries- where taxes are not im- 
posed,” he said in a paper 
presented to an oil seminar. 


mNTENDO FOR SALE 


American version, excellent condition. 

Comes with: 2 controllers, 1 laser gun, 9 hot games 
(including double dragon II, Ninja Turtles II and Super 
Mario 3), 1 Nintendo cover. 

For more information caii 674944 
(please call after 4 p.m.) 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“She wants romance, I want action. 
Got a movie where two people 
fail in love, then blow up?” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

I u by HanrI Arnold and ink* Arglrfon 


UnscranM these four Jumbles. 
‘ one letter to each square, to form 
(our ordinary words. 


□ 

IFFYT 



mmm 

■g 


CEI 

LRE 1 



L 

mm 

m 

Vi 


FABFEL 


mmmm 

■»: 


F 

LE 

MUF 

mk 

□ 

□ 

_ 

r 

iS 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug^ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


:■ toenAN miXUQIim 


-yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SYNOD CUBIT ARTFUL MUSTER 


Answer Why they didnl follow the starvation diet 

religiously — IT was ‘fast-tediouS* 


CMARLlEBI^OUiN IS ROUNPINS 
iRRSTl ME'S ROWNPINS SECONPf 
UE'5 ROUNPIN&TMIRP... 



BUT SOS' HOBBS' 
|6l?EAT-6IMN9CA(16HTHf:| 
HAS THE BALL!! 
SHE'S 5L0CKIN6 
THE PLATE!.'/ 



iVtifOortM rnowa &vndicaM,1w 






Andy Capp 


:'0(OUGHTVOU' 
WEREGOIHGTO , 
^ Ti-iArsociAu 

► ATTWe 
rsACTet^,!' 



r-40.ALL*nHE 

filRLSVsnU.BE 

Dl^SSEDUP 

•ruAyENlT. 


, MOM ABOUT IHArJ 


NICEM.^E 


TtMO-PtscE? vnA 

. NEVER WEARTH^] 
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SAICEfVsOIMANj 

-vooip, 

PUPPIN'^ 

, WEDfrItsie.' 



Mutt<n’Jeff 



C hina issues ban on 
new buflding projects 





BEIJING (R) - 

trvinB a control a building 

toom that is fuelling inflation 

and diverting money from Key 
state projects. China Sunday 
issued a ban on new construc- 
tion projects in 19W. 

“We must stnctly control 
approval of new projects, re- 
duce the number of projects 
and improve management over 
the approval process,” swa a 
lengthy order from the State 
Council (cabinet) publiriied m 
the People Daily. 

“To prevent continued ex- 
pansion of the scale of con- 
struction, in principle no new 
projects will be approved this 
year,” the order said. 

Figures just released by the 
State Statistical Bureau (SSB) 
show the building boom con- 
tinued last year despite repe- 
ated attempts by Beijing to 
curb it. 

Investment in fixed assets 
last year totalled 1,184.2 bil- 
lion yuan ($136 billion), an 
astonishing 58 per cent in- 
crease over 1992, with rises in 
the provinces of Zhejiang. Fu- 
jian, Guangdong, Guangxi and 
Hain an — all of the south and 
east coast — double or nearly 
double the previous year, the 
SSB said. 

The biggest construction in- 
creases were funded with capit- 
al raised by the builder himself 
or by foreign investment, 
throwing doubt on whether the 
State Council's order will 
actually cool the boom. 

Projects that are bank- 
funded are easier for the gov- 
ernment to control through its 
control of the banks, analysts 
said. Privately-funded projects 
require only the approvals of 
lo^ pfficials, who may be 
anxious to see a project begin. 


Beijing wants ^ money ax) 
materials to go into building 
power stations, railway. Hues 

and telecommunications to 
ease worsening bottlenedu. 
and not into office buildings, 
hotels and luxury villas 
usually offer a better return on 
capital. 

The construction boom has 
outpaced increases in the out- 
put of steel, cement and other 
building materials, forming a 
key element in pusliittg up tbe 
rate of inflation. 

SSB figures show the rate for 
all 1993 at 14.5 per cent nation- 
wide and 19.6 per cent in the 
major cities, where the year- 
on-year rate in Decemt^ rose 
to 23.9 per cent. 

* In the urban consumer bas- 
ket in December, the hipest 
increases were for fresh veget- 
ables, up 46.5 per cent from a 
year earlier, and for grain, np 
42.4 per cent. 

Worst hit were Haikou, 
capital of Hainan province, 
with 34 per cent and Nan- 
chang, capital of Jiangxi pro- 
vince, with 33.6 per cent. Both 
are in the boomfng fouth. 

The construction boom is 
one of a number of China's 
unstable economic fectors, tiie 
semi-offidal China News Ser- 
vice said Sunday in a somfee 
forecast for the economy in 
1994. 

It said many places were just 
waiting for Beijing to give 
them more authority in order 
to start many new projects. 

It said the authorities started 
loosening controls on credit in 
September, so there was fast 
gro^ in cash and loans in tiie 
fourth quarter. 

If this excess rate of credit- 
easing continues, the economy 
will start overheating again. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY FEBRUARY 1, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES; 
Nothing will be gained dis- 
carding your ori^oal plan for this 
day as you continue to delve into 
available sources of information 
to obtain data you need to adv- 
ance in your line of endeavour.. 


closest ties as start an uptrend in 
business. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
There may be tenskms arising in 
the morning owing to some situa- 
tion you had not expected. Study 
it minutely and settle it wisely. 


UBKA: (Sqjtember 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Inmortant you drive caie- 
fuUy this monung and avoid 
aigumg with assodates, too. Be 
si^ you shop, stu<ty, keep 
^jpointments, etc. in tiie afier^ 
noon. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
2nTa 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
During tbe morning you realise 
that you have not come through 
with a promise to others as they 
expected and it is up to you to 
make amends. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Take care that an argument be- 
tween a higher-up and ^ associ- 
ate does not lower your prestige 
this morning. However, later all 
goes along smoothly. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) While you want to dash 
abwt here and there this morn- 
ing it is important that you stick 
to taske that have to be done. 

LEO: (JuJy 22 to August 21) Be 
sure you improve your ^pear- 
ance during the morning as well 
as get creative ideas perfected, 
later setting up appointments for 
recreation so that you have an 
ideally good time. 

VIRGO; (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You find it some- 
what difficult to get surroundings 
in Older until right after lunch, 
but after that all is easy and you 
can also do much to please 


November 21) Take care you are 
not extravagant this morning in 
any way or invest unwisely far 
ytm abSity to pay. Then 
the remainder of tbe day and 
evening become unusually fine 
for increasing abundance. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Because you 
feel restless is no reason to make 
radical changes in the morning. 

- However, adopting ' a new 
attitude later in tbe day, you find 
you make excellent progress. 

CAnULCORN: (December 22 to 
Janu^ 20) See that you don't 
permit that private worry to 
you from getting out eaity wnrf 
accomplishing all that you had 
planned. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
Februaiy 19) You may be quite 
disappmnted if you look to a 
friend for some favour in the 
morning. Improve your health 
and appearance instead. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Do not act foolishly rhk 
tnoiuing or you lose out both in 
credit affairs and in matters of 
prestige which could damage 
your desire for success. 


I THE Daily Crossword by 


FrcdToola 


ACROSS 
1 Seftdiinks 
6 Shopping center 
10 Family member 

14 Got up 

15 Mian 

16 Shortly 

17 Censervatipnisi 
credo 

20 Underhanded 

21 Legislators 

22 Equal: praf. 

24 Eat somewhat 
tormaRy 

25 Business c(^ 
owners 

20 Restricted 
34MMeklng 
35-Streatgm^ 

97 ki the manner of 

98 Outer covering 
90 Neck hair 

masses 

40 Pierre's state: 
abbr. 

41 CuiMng 

42 Slowly, In music 

43 “Corntnon 

Sense” author 

44 Expressed 
46 Atnematens 
46 Rare — 

50 Them sign 

51 Ointments 
SSBecMcal 

measure 
60 Aphorism 
62 WOind Memish 
69 Atlom^ general 
MAt^usteds 
piano 

65 dnunnati bell 
club 

66 Hence 

67 Mid oaths 
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■ 
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XI ngim RaiwvM 


DOWN 
1 Crow cals 
2Algsrlanpon 
Snunalow.aaa 
watch 

4ChailB8’doa 

5 Searching for 

6 Pasiura sound 

7 Liwyara: abbr. 
eMadaaiound 

Dka6D 


9 ineSnaOons 

10 Beof eoncem 

11 — Dwilnl 
i2riaupaboat 
13 nenic pests 
la was SL lenars 
19 urandmaa 

23 Church muaic 
source 

gfarge rodents 

26 Toward the left 
swa 

27 Laaso 
ttExploshra 
29 Barbara, e.o. 

31 Spokes 

5 Chan portrayer 
33 Rouses 
36 Advent^ 

99SO-SO - 
^ — Psuio 
42NoveSetlra 
43 Elevate In rank 
45 Spuds 
47 Haul ■ 

49 Scomfut look 


Puzafe Solved: 


nrinnn finRn r;nnn 
rannHS SHRci nnnn 

__Mraiinni Rnnn 

SSjjfjgR nnmnnnnn 
Myinino ninnnn nnn 

unnnnnHH nnnnnn 

□nnn nnHS RHnQn 

nnoR □□□□□ 


51 Former "Evil 
Empire" 
52PleBsant 
53 Attired 
54Vbcanae 


SSPubUae 
57 NovMet fMer 
56HoUewstem 
SSFInttfiea 
61 — Canals 
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Israel seen changing plants for gas use — MEES 


NIC^IA (R) — Israel has 
decided to gradually convert its 
power stations and petroche’ 
injcal plants to be able to burn 
gas as well as oil in ancidpation 
of possible gas imports from 
Arab states, the Middle East 
Economic Survey (ME^) said 
Monday. 

Qatar conErmed on Jan.26 
chat it was discussing a gas deal 
with Israel but studies were 
needed and Middle East peace 
had to develop further. Egypt 
has also said it is considering 
boOding a gas pipeline to Isi^l 


or to the Gaaa Strip. 

MEES ^d the power and 
petrochemical plants would be 
converted to duai>fuel burning, 
and that their initial needs are 
for about six million tonnes of 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
per year, rising in the next 
decade to eight to 10 miUion 
tonne. 

A substauda] amount of this 
could come from Qatar or 
Egypt. 

MEES said the talks with 
Qatar envisage an inidai deliv- 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world ennendes and gold against 

the* London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


on 


U.S. Sl.OO costs 


One steriing 
One ounce of gold 


1.3221G1 

1.7410/20 

1.9500/10 

1.4645/55 

35.90/94 

5.9087/37 

1697.6/9.1 

109.10/20 

7.9340/40 

7.4820/70 

6.7544/94 

J3.4974«4 

$378.20/378.70 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Noiwegjan crowns 
Danish crowns 


ery of three million tonnes per 
year. This could rise later de- 
pending on growth of ^ de- 
mand in Israel, the speed of 
converting plants to gas use 
and the potential for using 
Israel as a transshipment point 
for Qatari gas to other East 
Mediterranean countries. 

Qatar, till now a crude oil 
exporter, has three LNG pro- 
jects to develop its massive gas 


reserves. 

The projects would produce 
22 to 25 million tonnes per 
year, starting gradually in 
1997. 

MEES said Israeli economic 
studies have concluded the 
price to be paid for Gulf gas 
would be around S4 per miUion 
BTUs. 

Qatari Oil Minister Abdul- 
lah Bin Hamad Al Attiyah was 


quoted Sunday as saying in 
Cairo that speculation about 
the deal was premature and 
that no deal with Israel could 
be reached before an Arab- 
Israeli settlement. 

MEES said it understood the 
volume of gas being disussed 
for transportation to Israel 
from Egypt, with possible Ita- 
lian assistance, was two million 
tonnes per year. 


Aluminium producers 
agree plan to trim surplus 


Aetna to eliminate 4,000 jobs 


HARTFORD, Connecticut 
(AP) — Aetna Life and 
Casoaity Co., one of the big- 
gest insurers in the U.S. has 
announced it will eliminate ab- 
out 4,000 jobs and discontinue 
two investment products in an 
effort to improve profits. The 
action will result in a reduction 
in 1993 protits of SI ,03 billion 
after taxes, the company said. 
Aetna also announced it has 
added $574 million to workers' 


compensation reserves. This 
will reduce profits by $9 mil- 
lion after taxes, the company 
said. The company is discon- 
tinuing two types of retirement 
investments that insurance 
companies offer. The company 
will continue to service existing 
customers. As of the end of 
1993, the company had appro- 
ximately $14.7 billion of assets 
attributable to the two invest- 
ment products. An $825 mil- 


lion charge to earnings relates 
to estimated future tosses 
associated with the products. 
The jobs to be eliminated from 
the 42.000-employee company 
will come in both coiporate 
staff and business areas. Com- 
pany spokesman Jonathan 
Powell said it’s likely a "signifi- 
cant number” of the jobs to be 
eliminated will be in Hartford, 
where 35 per cent of the com- 
pany’s employees are based. 


BRUSSELS (R) — Six major 
aluminium producers have 
agreed a plan to chop back a 
serious oversupply of the metal 
that has depressed prices on 
world markets. 

The European Commission 
said Sunday that the United 
States, the 12-nation European 
Union which negotiates as one 
bloc, Russia, Australia, Cana- 
da and Norway had all signed a 
plan to tight the glut. 

"All six participants (of an 
EU-chaired) conference on 
aluminium held in Brussels on 
18 to 21 Jan., 1994 have nod- 
tied their acceptance,” it said 
in a brief statement. 

But the EU's executive 
body, whi^ had given the 
countries .until last Friday ro 
rcfriy to a memorandum of 
understanding, gave no details 
of the agreement, leading at 


least one metals analyst to sug- 
gest markets wilt remain ner- 
vous. 

£U sources were also highly 
reticent about giving details 
which, they feared, might pro- 
vide ammunition for anti-trust 
lawyers or upset volatile mar- 
kets. 

The sources sought to play 
down talk of joint output cuts 
saying no specific country fi- 
gures bad been agreed. "It's a 
confidence-building- measure. . . 
companies will de«^ to cut as 
and when they think the mar- 
ket will bear it,” one said. 

But they indicated that un- 
ilateral restrictions would be 
inconsistent with the tone of 
the agreed memorandum. 

Analysts said the memoran- 
dum suggested a 15.000 tonnes 
a month EU curb on alumi- 
nium imports from the former 


Soviet Union, mainly Russia, 
would not be renev^ at* the 
end of February. 

They expected it would also 
mean U.S. aluminium produc- 
ers would drop threats of filing 
anti-dumping charges against 
Russian exporters. 

The commission statement 
said the United States was re- 
viewing "legal requirements” 
relating to the memorandum, 
an apparent reference to 
Washington’s concern about 
infringing its anti-mist laws. 

Western industry has been 
seeking cuts of as much as ID 
per cent, or around 1.5 to two 
million tonnes, of world out- 
put. This represents the esti- 
, mated surplus that has pushed 
luminium prices from more 
$2,100 a tonne in 1990 to 
little more than $1,200 a 
>nne last week. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAirS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG. AIR FREK3H1 
FORVMMMNG. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
OeUVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARASONS 

Tfi. 604676 604696 





FOR RENT & SALE 

Many vJilas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. S10605/8I0609/810520 
Fax: 810520 
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Sinqify; The Best 
Value in Amman £bal Amman 

ZodCSrclB ^ 

Hg 


Rn nTringg 



THE 

ATMOSPBERE 
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TALK OFTHETOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Opw nightly Fion IH PJI to 3 jN A.H 
EXBspt Sundqp From4 JIO PJI b3 JO AJI 
Tiwaday Clo— d 

Td:6B5211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmesani 


CHEN’S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque lor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and lasie our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:3(1 
p.m. 

V - Midnight > 




Qc«taurant & Thpai? 

Icbel Amman, .^rd circle 
Tel. 61 SO 61 


lARA SALON AND 
BEAUTYCENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
(Fried Chicken. 


AV/S 



IS 699-420 


SELECT HOTEL 


® .Superior Hold Sci*vicas for 
1 Businessmen &, families & its 

i NeGrEsCo BaR 


® Good Drinks & 
fxccllciU Sii:icks 
©Open Noon.s 
& Bvcniiigs 


Jabal Al Webdeh/Tel. 637 10 1/637 102 



THE "w 

A ^ 


RESTAVRANT 


Thi- unt\ Kusiuurunt 
Offers rcui I'hinvsv 4 K: \rubiv 
Spvciulicies timier i>ne riH»l' 



Fx'crx iii^'hi liu* 

"And }'iu I'xin dunce liu. !!! ” 

Zti 36 i>) 

J OZkJ ^ '* 

UUl jiiaS j5 






'JurtTfO 


Fully Servic^ed Flats, 
In Grand Hotel Style ( 


Hamburgers & Pizzas 


The Classiest 

Of The 

Glassiest ! 


INTERNA*nONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR UNK TO AND FROM EUROPE ■ 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL OANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 776 TLX ; 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBOEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 



■Sweiflveh'T 816690 



^Jrenck C^i 


uidine 


& Dinner 
■ day*? f* 

Tei. b&C0^^4 Fax. 623864 
©[ Shmei&ani'Near Babish 

AmmarKJordan - 

aria 

DDE 'AliS. 
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CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


II 06611 

120 . ■ 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from ^ great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles o< China. 
Pnpued if! tm 
Chboe tkds 
Open daily for 
hjnch 6 dinrrer 
Tiketwiyismn 
Jabal Al Hussein 
Mnstry of Trade 
( Indus^ FM. 
t«L 6S3t»4 
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SZEBHWAN eftRDENS 
CHINESE RESTftQKANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
SkiDed Chinese Chefs 

I OpeaUJO-}-JOA6.iJO-t^igbi^ 
Take away ** available 

Shat AMreb Sirset 
Um Uttianati Gammercu/ Cantre 

Tel.: 861174 
^^iicc tasted 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

isfOrde Jabal Amman, near 
Ahlijyah Girls School 

Taka away te avadlaMa 

Open daily }2:0U~3:3O 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Teh 638968 


Soft ft AlcohoUc Drinks; 


M 

■ ■ ■ 

i>i:n,'CCii"nvE>7Ai 
■ .. JtUkOi 



TheBestE' 

iMiMN'CUlEIN'E, 


\i\Ak<Aam 


Opks For Lt.NCir & Dinkkb 
F or reservations call 641351 



HAFfAPtiA 

MWMwetWW 

aneisM.OTm 




Daily Lunch 


-NIGHTLY. 

Fine 

and 

XJve Music 


Parole 

Abdoun - Jordan Supermarket BLDG. 
2nd floor Xel: 824677 



. fj/truift/t/ 
FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

mmmmmm 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available - 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -n .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Ibwrards 3rd tircle 


Tel;659519 659520 


SIVDIO ILUG 

Professional Qiuliiy in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop uiid get:- 

* JUMBO phota 
sbe 30% targw 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 X 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swetieh tel: 823891 


The First CIms Hotel ia 
Amman that has a 
IQtdienette in every roonLj 
"Satellite T.V. Reception" 


IIAIMITEL 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9dX3 - Fax €0^134 
Telex 23886 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 

Busifietsmen 


A 3(estaumnt WitH 
Sbi J^rtistic MiBiance 


Valcntmo 

I Irestauraht 

JAML AMMM nsr CnCLE 
OFPQSnE TIC BUCM EMBASSY TEL B541DS 


iMiAH 



TEL 827082 - 815071 
827736 - 820236 



EXOTIC 

AMSTERDAM 

KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 
5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 

CALL HISHAM ENTiRN ATION TOURS " 
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World News 


Sosnian Serb army orders full 
mobilisation in bid to win war 


BELGRADE (AFP) - The 
Bosnian Serb airmy ordered a 
full mobilisation of "all forces 
available” to press for a rapid 
victory in the Bosnian war. its 
general staff said Monday, 
amid s^nc-ratting over possi- 
ble NATO airstrikes. 

"Everyone that can be 
mobilised will be,” the general 
Staff satd in the statement 
issued after a meeting Sunday 
reported by the Bosnian 
ferb Agency (SRNA). The 
|Uer also applied to women. 
Be statement stressed. 
f The Bosnian Serb army is 
Strong in weapons but lacks 
troop strength against the Mus- 
lim forces, which are larger in 
number. 

The population will be 
mobilised into "military or 
work units with the intention 
of ending the war as soon as 
pebble and launching econo- 
mic recovery," the statement 
said. 

The general staff also tight- 
ened laws against deserters and 
people who foiled to answer 
the mobilisation call, urging 
citizens of the self-proclaimed 
Serb Republic in Bosnia to 
“respond to this order without 
delay." 

The general staff had intro- 
duced new measures to "in- 


crease the efficiency” of the 
Bosnian Serb army, it said. 

The entire economy o( the 
self-declared republic would 
hoMefortii operate “in acoordance 
wUfa the defence needs of 
the country.” the statement 
added. 

Meanwhile in Bern. French 
Defence Minister Francois 
Leotard warned that Bosnia's 
three waning parties were be- 
coming embroiled in “a pro- 
cess of war to the death." 

“This is something we reject 
out of hand," he said after 
meeting with his Swiss counter- 
part I^par Villiger. adding 
that only "negotiation, di- 
plomacy and political strategy" 
could bring peace to the coun- 
try. 

In a separate development 
Russian ultra-nationalist lead- 
k Vladimir Zhirinovsky ar- 
pved in Bijeljina, northeastern 
Bosnia, for talks with leaders 
of the self-declared republic. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky had warned 
in Belgrade Sunday that North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
air strikes against Bosnian 
Serbs would be “tantamount to 
a declaration of war on Rus- 


volunteer fighting on the Tuzla 
front in northeast Bosnia. 
"Tlie Russians have already 
arrived... It is a sign of Russia's 
goodwill." Mr. Zhirinovsky 
said. 

The mobilisation order came 
a day after the Bosnian Serb 
chief of staff General Manojlo 
Milovanovic said his forces 
would oppose any attempt by 
the international community to 
forcibly reopen Tuzla Airport. 


He warned Sunday that the 
airport serving the besieged 
Muslim-held town was within 
range of Serb artillery. 

"No plane will be able to 
forcibly land at Tuzla Airport 
and if this were to happren it 
would never take off again." 
Tanjug News Agency quoted 
him as saying. 

NATO recently offered to 
lend air support to the United 
Nations to force the reopening 
of Tuzla Airport to fly in 
emergency supplies to Mus- 
lims. 


Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic introduced Mr. 
Zhirinovsky to a Russian 


U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali. whose green 
light is iiL'ciled piu'i m .m\ 

NATO strikes, has said he will 
authorise the use of air power 
if U.N. troops are attacked. 

In a separate development 
reported Monday from 


Sarajevo, U.N. observers suc- 
ceed^ in reaching Here, a 
Muslim village in central Bos- 
nia where Bosnian government 
forces had accused the Bosnian 
Croat militia of massacring 25 
civilians. 

The military observers who 
entered the village Saturday 
found no evidence of a mas- 
sacre. said U.N. Protection 
Force (UNPROFOR) spokes- 
man Bill Aikman in the Bos- 
nian capital. 

The village had been -shelled 
and most of the civilian 
population had fled before 
heavy fighting last week. Col. 
Aikman said. 

Reports of 25 victims were in 
line with expected casualty 
levels from the fighting itself, 
and there was no evidence of a 
massacre as such, the spokes- 
man added. 

Meanwhile, the police probe 
into the murder of a British aid 
worker near Zenica Thursday 
continued, said U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
spokesman Chris Janowski. 

People currently being ques- 
tioned by local police were not 
implicated in the killing but 
would hopefully provide in- 
formation leading to the cap- 
ture of die perpetrators, Mr. 
Janowski added. 
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In fkesfa snow, a young Mns&m boy takes aim over oM grave 
mariis as be bants birds far the old town section of 

Sarujevo to soptrikment the meayc diet allotted by relief (AFP 
photo) 


Nationalist wins in Crimea; 
plans closer Russia ties 


Japan 

denies 


Seoul: War games to go on if no inspections 


YALTA, Ukraine (R) — Rus- 
sian nationalist Yuri frferiikov, 
who easily won a weekend 
presidential election in 
Ukraine's explosive Crimean 
peninsnia, pled^ Monday to 
bu3d a dose aiWangaft with Rus- 
sia. 

Sm . Meshkov, a ioiig- 
tiine c.:i?.tder for easing 
Ukraine's control over tire re- 
gion. said there would be no 
ricieriOe or “ha^ steps" if 
outside forces did not interfere 
in Crimea. 

Central Election Commis- 
sion members in Crimea's 
main centre, Simferopol, said 
^ Mr. Medikov won 72.^ per 
odd of tibe vote in Sunday's 
nm-off vote. His opponent 
NBoofad Ba^ov, who called for 
more autonomy muter Ukrai- 
nian rale, got 23 J5 per cent. 

The outcome looks likely to 
complicate already delicate re- 
iations between Russia and 
Ukraine, which have often 
been at loggerheads since the 
Soviet Union broke up in 1991.” 

Mr. Meshkov, :q>eaking at 
dawn to reporters at his (riusb 
and heavily-guarded residence 
outside the Black Sea resort of 
Yalta, said there would be no 
rash to statdhood for Crimea. 

is a vote for restoring 
broken links (with Russia) but 
not a return to the old Soviet 
Unitm. The first thing we vrill 
do is oondnde a military- 
pofitical pact with Russia and 
greatly inqirove our relations 
with Ukraine.'' he said. 

“We have oo ambitions to 
see Crimea as a state with 
borders and other state fea- 
tures. Before us is a real, tough 
task — surviving in die world 
ooUiqrsing around us." 

He repeated his pledge to 
make the Russian rouble a 
fredy circulating -currency in 
Crimea. 

Mr. Meshkov has acknow- 
ledged that the overwhelmirig 
support for him reflects the 


desperate hopes of voters look- 
ing to Russia for economic 
relief rather than strong pro- 
Russian national feeling. 

One-third of voters were 
pe n sioners, worst hit by 80 per 
cent monthly inflation and col- 
lapsing onQnit. 

Throngfaont roost of the 
election campaign, Mr. Mesh- 
kov called forCMmea to rejoin 
Rusria, which ran the area for 
much of the Soviet era. About 
70 per cent of the peninsola’s 
2.7 million residents are ethnic 
Russians. 

But after a strong showing in 
the election's first round two 
weeks ago, .he moderated his 
stand a^ called only for an 
deetkm next montii to deter- 
mine Crimea's future status. 

“ff no one forces us to im- 
plement our soverei^ty quick- 
ly in practical terms, we will 
take no hasty moves." said Mr. 
Meshkov, surrounded by 
around 20 guards armed with 
snbmadiineguns. 

But he denied suggestions by 
Ukrainian politidans that his 
election could lead to the kind 
of violence seen in other ethnic 
enclaves, like Moldova's 
Dnestr Region. 

“There is no such alarm in 
Crimea. We are more con- 
cerned about the possibility of 
destabilisation from outsit," 
he said. 

“If there is no force, Crimea 
will be peaceful." 

The election campai^ was 
marked by violence virtually 
unknown in Soviet times. 

Six local personalities were 
murdered in unexplained dr- 
cnmstances, induding a prom- 
inent member of Crimea’s 
280,000 native Tatar commun- 
ity shot dead in a street 
ambnsh. 

Tatars said on election day 
they did not trust Mr. Meshkov 
and made dear they would not 
recognise anyone who stood 
for changing borders. 


Kyrgyz president wins 
landslide in referendum 


BISHKEK. Kyrgj^n (R) — 
Ksngyzstan I^rdent Askar 
Akayev has won a resounding 
referendum victory in this for- 
mer Soviet republic, endorsing 
his plan for faster capitalist 
reforms, results Monday 
showed. 

Officials said Mr. Akayev, a 
former mathematics professor, 
had gained 96 per cent of the 
vote, ^ving bim the mandate 
he -sought to push through re- 
ferms and override objections 
from an ex-Communist parlia- 
ment. 

‘^These are preliminary fi- 
gures but our president has 
won a great victory," Abdri- 
sayev Baktybek. an offidal in 
the president's office, told 
Reuters. 

The offidal turnout was 95.3 
per cent of the 2.2 million 
.electorate scattered through 
this remote Central Asiw state 
on (Nina's mountainous north- 
west frontier. 

Referendum ballots posed 
the question whether Mr. 
Akayev riiouid be allowed to 
finish a term ending in 19SNS, by 
triiidi time he hopes this im- 
poverished state will be on its 
way to becoming ."Asia's 
Switzerland.” 

A senior offidal in charge of 
privatisation said that the 
mainstay of Mr. Akayev's poli- 
cies was a plan to transform at 


least half the economy from 
state to private ownership by 
1996. 

Nina Kiridienko, head of 
the privatisation Department 
in Kyrgyzstan's State Property 
Fund, said about 15 per cent of 
the economy had moved into 
private hands so for. 

"According to the new plan, 
by January 1996 about 50 per 
cent of the economy will be 
privatised,” Ms. Kirichenko 
told Reuters in an interview. 

She said this year Kyrgyz- 
stan would begin tackling the 
problem of privatising large- 
scale industries and selling off 
25 per cent of the shares in 
auctions open to the public. 

The reforms, guided by con- 
ditions attached to lending 
from the International Monet- 
ary Fund, have already won 
plaudits from Western l^ers, 
induding U.S. President Bill 
Qinton. 

Tiirkey, Japan, the United 
States and other nations have 
also supplied credits since Kyr- 
gyzstan gained independence 
from the fonner Soviet Union 
in late 1991. 

But the free market reforms 
b^an to falter late last yem 
and Mr. Akayev's prime minis- 
ter and cabinet were forced by 
p^ament to resign against 
the prudent's wishes in De- 
cember. 


having 

nuclear 

weapons 


programme 


TOKYO IR) — Japan hits no 
plans to break its long-standing 
prindples hurrins the develops- 
mem of nuclear w.eapons. a 
Defence Ministry spokesman 
said Monday. 

He was commenting on a 
London newspaper article 
which quoted a secret British 
government report us saying 
Japan had aquired all the p»rts 
needed for a nuclear bomb and 
might even have built one. 
needing only enriched pluto- 
nium for completion. 

"We have no plans to break 
our three non-nuclear prind- 
ples." the spokesman said. 
'There are no plans to develop 
such weapons." 

The Japanese government 
has long pledged to abide by its 
30-year-old prindples banning 
the production, possession or 
introduction of nuclear 


j SEOUL (Agendes) — South 
' Korea will hold major military 
' exerdses with the United 
i States this year unless North 
Korea allows inspections of its 
, suspect nuclear sites, a De- 
fence Ministry spokesman said 
Monday. 

The stakes in the North- 
South diplomatic standoff were 
further raised by unconfirmed 
news reports Monday that 
Seoul had decided to add three 
submarines to its fleet. 

The spokesman said 
Washington and Seoul had 
agreed to scrap the annual 
Team Spirit military exerdse 
only if P^ngyang took steps to 
prove it was not developing 
nuclear arms. 

“Our position is that unless 
the North agrees to foil nuclear 
inspections. Team Spirit will 
be held this year, although the 
March schedule might be rear- 
ranged,'* he- said. . . - 

North Korea denies de- 
veloping nudear arms but has 
fiercely resisted demands by 
the Vienna-based Internation- 
al Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) to allow its experts to 
judge for themselves. 

The Seoul spokesman's com- 
ment came amid warnings by 
North Korea that the United 


States and South Korea must 
dedde whether the row over 
nuclear inspections will end in 
dialogue or war. 

Pyongyang calls Team Spirit 
a rehearsal for invasion and 
has long demanded it be scrap- 
ped. 


In overnight statements, it 
reacted angrily to plans to de- 
ploy Patriot missile-defence 
batteries in the South and what 
it said were U.S. moves to 
increase intelligence-gathering 
on the peninsula. 

"The military and intelli- 
gence measures taken by the 
United States (are) far re- 
moved from peaceful negotia- 
tion and are premediated pro- 
vocative manoeuvres which 
will bring the situation of the 
Korean peninsula to an ex- 
tremely reckless phase of 
war." said. a statement carried, 
by its Korean Central NeUs,*:.' 
Agency (KCNA). ' 

'Soutfr K!brean and U.S'. offi-'^ 
dais are increasingly impatient 
with lack of progress in talks 
with Pyongyang to allow in- 
speaions of suspect nuclear 
sites. “The United States has 
suggested possible U.N. sanc- 
tions. 

The IAEA said it was still 


awaiting Pyongyang's response 
to its demands for access to 
certify no nuclear material had 
been diverted to the suspect 
programme. 

Seoul's top opposition lead- 
er Monday criticised U.S. 
plans to send anti-missOe 
weapons to South Korea, and 
the prime minister said separ- 
ately it wasn't a sign of growing 
tension. 

Prime Minister Lee Hoi- 
Chang. denying reports the 
Patriot missile were being sent 
in response to a growing threat 
from North Korea, said the 
move had been planned for 
several years. “Military ten- 
sions on the Korean peninsula 
have not deteriorated." he told 
'reporters. 

Lee Ki-TaUc, leader of the 
opposition Democratic Party, 
said the timing of the plan was 
“not appi^pnaie” and would 
hamper ht'icrnpts to get North 
Korea to submit to internation- 
al nucle&r inspections. 

Mr. Lee. the opposition 
leader, said he was certain the 
dispute would be resolved 
through negotiations. 

“Many people, including 
me. doubt whether it is desir- 
able to increase tension at this 
time." he said. 


weapons. 

. The Sunday Times said the 
report warned the British gov- 
.ernment that the crisis over 
North Korea's nuclear and 
tnissile programme was thre- 
atening to force Japan to aban- 
don its non-nuclear stance. 

Many military experts say 
Japan has long had the tech- 
nology to build both nuclear 
warheads and the missiles to 
deliver them. 


7 killed in Dhaka post- election violence 


It also has a .strategic policy 
of stockpiling enriched pluto- 
nium for its anticipated nuclear 
power station needs in the 21s( 
century. 

“Japan could readily make a 
crude nuclear weapon." milit- 
ary analyst Huruo Fuji! said. 
“In addition, the missile tech- 
nology here is very adv- 
anced." 

The first all-Japanese satel- 
lite launch rocket, the H-Il. is 
due to lift off Tuesday for a 
first test flight. 


DHAKA (R) — At least seven 
people were killed and 24 
wounded when shooting 
erupted in the Bangladesh 
capital Dhaka Monday over 
crucial city election results, 
doctors and witnesses said. 

Tt’s a massacre and bodies 
are badly mutilated." one doc- 
tor said after the shootings. He 
said several of the wounded 
were in a critical condition. 

Witnesses said the shootings 
followed hours of tension in a 
city district where the ruling 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party's 
candidate for ward commis- 
sioner. Abdul Aziz, lost. 

*rhey said supporters of Mr. 
Aziz started shooting random- 
ly at local residents shortly 
before midday. “The victims 
fell like hunted birds." one 
witness said. 

Violence also broke out in 


another district where the 
opposition Awami League's 
candidate for ward commis- 
sioner, Mosharraf Hossain, 
was defeated. 

His supporters “went on a 
rampage, detonating hundreds 
of home-made bombs," a local 
resident said. Several people 
were injured in that incident, a 
police officer said. 

Two people had been killed 
and nearly 60 injured in poll 
violence Sunday. 

The violence broke out de- 
spite the deployment of more 
than 30.000 police and paru- 
miiitary soldiers at polling sta- 
tions in the four cities holding 
elections and a government 
crackdown on the unautho- 
rised carrying of arms. 

Major parties fiercely con- 
tested the local polls, seen as 
an important test of public 


opinion before general elec- 
tions due in 19%. 

The Election Commission 
said it would formally 
announce the results in the 
four cities after voting in 28 
centres in Dhaka where polling 
was postponed due to violence. 

*The Awami mayoral candi- 
date in Dhaka. Mohammad 
Hanif, was leading against his 
main rival Mirza Abbas of the 
ruling BNP by Monday after- 
noon. the commission said. 

The Awami mayoral candi- 
date in Chittagong, Mohiuddin 
Chowdhuty. also muiniained 
an unassailable lead against his 
BNP rival Mir Nasiruddin. 
election officials said. 

BNP mayoral candidates 
Mizanur Rahman Minu and 
Sheikh Tayebur Rahman won 
coaifortably in Rajshahi and 
Khulna, respectively. 


S. Africans on deadline for poll accord 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) 
The go\'ernment and the Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC) 
gave black and white rightists a 
Monday deadline to reach an 
agreement opening the way for 
them to lake part in the first 
elections for all South Afri- 


constitution dniwn up by u 
iorum of poIitic.il parties. 

V The Freedom Alliance, link- 
ing right-^wing whites and 
some black homeland leaders 
including Zulu chief Man- 
gosuihu Buthelezi's Inkatha. 
bovcoltcd lho.se talks. 


cans. 

Negotiators met the Zulu- 
bused Inkatha Freedom Party, 
still bent on boycotting the 
April 27 elections, and a core 
of while hardliners refusing to 
rule out violence in their quest 
for self-determination. 

Government spokesman 
Izak Relief said the govern- 
ment and the ANC set Monday 
os a final deadline for I'm agree- 
ment with the right wine hut he 
added that there was no legal 
hurdle to further discussions. 

Communist Party negotiator 
Joe Siovo said in a radio inter- 
view he was pessimistic ab- 
out a breakthrough in the 
thrue-monlh stalemate be- 
tween the government, ANC 
and the conservative Freedom 
Alliance. 

But he fiddcil: “While 
there's talk, there's life." 

Any deal would have to be 
submitted to a speeial sitting ot 
purliumeni to amend the nt.-w 


The Afrikaner People's 
Front (AVF), which seeks a 
separate white homeland in u 
post-apunheid South Africa, 
begun talks with chief gtwern- 
ment negotiator RtH’if Meyer 
early Monday. 

Alliance chiet negotiator 
Rowan Cronje arrived later 
with a separate delegation in- 
cluding Zulu leaders. Mr. Re- 
tief said. 

The AVF. led by former 
military chief Constund Vjl- 
joen. negotiates independently 
with the government but is also 
part of the Freedom Alliance, 
which demands greater auii>n- 
omy than the limiled self-rule 
proposed in December's in- 
terim constitution. 


berg, said that if his followers 
could not achieve independ- 
ence peacefully they would 
take it by other means. 

Inkatha leaders voted at the 
weekend not to take part in ihe 
election if their constiiutional 
demands are not met. Bm Mr. 
Buthelezi hinted in a television 
interview Sunday that he might 
relent if a key voting provision 
is changed. 


Several thousiind right-wing 
Afrikaners met Stiturday to 
form a “transitional author- 
ity." 

Its president. Conservative 
party leader Ferdi Hartzen- 


The present constitution 
proposes a single vote in April 
for national and regional legisl- 
atures. Mr. Buthelezi w.mrs a 
double ballot that could be- 
nefit his Inkatha puny in his 
Natal province stronghold. 

Mr. Retief said all appeared 
to be committed to a negoti- 
ated settlement. 

"1 don't think the door is 
closed on unv of the issues on 
the table." he said. 

ANC leader Nelson Mande- 
la appealed to right-wing 
whites Sunday to avoid any 
action which could provoke 
conflict. 


end to their poverty. 

"Please be patient. '' he said 
Sunday during one of four 
stops on a hectic first dav of 
canqnigaing that took hint on 
a broad sweep through West- 
ern Transvaal province. 

“Don't think fh.ir on April 
28 you will he able to drive a 
Mercedes," he told a crowd of 
about S.UnO in a black 
township outside Klerksdoip. 
refemng tu the day after 
South Africans of all races go 
to the polls together for the 
first time. 


Mandela's ANC — expected 
to win (he election with around 
two-thirds of the vote — has 
outlined a labour-intensive 
public works programme to 
help provide jobs and training 
for millions of jobless hl.tcks. 

Over-ambiiious expectations 
on the part nf impoverished 
blacks in South Afric.i's 
townships arc regarded as one 
of the grc.itcst challenges fac- 
ing :in ANC government. 



Mr. Manddu. launching his 
campaign to .bectime South 
Africa's' first black president, 
has told township supporters to 
forget any dreams of u quiek 


Mr. Mandela is spending 
two days campaigning in the 
Western Transvaal, heartland 
of right-wing white farmers 
who have vowed to fight rather 
than submit to black rule. 
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U.S. gives 
visa to 
Sinn Fein 


leader 


Mr. Adams has been turned 
down in eight previous re- 
quests for visas. 

“Over the last decade the 
United States has refosed Mr. 
Adams a visa because of his 
involvement in terrorist activ- 
ity," the White House state- 
ment said. 

It said the change in that 
policy grows out of the Dec. 15 
Joint declaration by Prime 
Minister John Major and Irish 
Premier Albert Reynolds 
; laying the groundwork for 
p»ce negotiations in Northern 
Ireland. 

Mr. Adams, who is to 
address the New York confer- 
ence sponsored by the private 
National Committee on Amer- 
ican Foreign Policy, will be 
allowed to stay in the United 
States only 48 hours,' and must 
stay within 25 miles (40 
kilometres) of the Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel, where the 
meeting is being held, said 
sources involved in the visa 
decision. - • • . 

He also is prohibited from 
engaging in any direct or in- 
direct fund-raising. 

In its initial response to Mr. 
Adams' visa request, the admi- 
nistration said Mr. Adams 
must first renounce violence by 
the IRA and join the Major- 
Reynolds peace initiative. Sinn 
Fein is the legal political ally of‘ 
the outlawed paramilitary 
group. 

The Dec. IS joint declara- 
tion invited Sinn Fein to take 
pan in talks to end the violence 
between Catholics and Protes- 
tants in Nonhem Ireland, but 
only if the IRA first abandons 
its 23-year campaign against 
British rule. 

Mr. Adams has not re- 
sponded directly to the offer, 
asking first for “clarification" 
from the British. 


The British government 
op)posed Mr. Adams' visa re- 
quest. 

The decision to let Mr. 
Adams into the country was 
welcomed by the Irish North- 
ern Aid Committee, a U.S. 
suppon group for the Northern 
Ireland independence move- 
ment. 

But Ulster Unionist Member 
of Parliament John D. Taylor 
condemned the U.S. decision 
as “despicable" and said the 
Qinton administration had 
“^ven in" to pressure from the 
Irish lobby in Washington. 

The British government said 
Sunday it hop« the U.S. gov- 
ernment s decision to grant a 
visa to Adam's will persuade his 
Sinn Fein party and its IRA 
allies to renounce violence. 

British news repx>rts said 
Prime Minister John Major's 
government, which has barred 
Mr. Adams from Britain, had 
pressed the U.S. authorities to 
do the same. 

A spokesman for Mr. Ma- 
jor's Downing St. office said 
Sunday night the government 

understands that Mr. Adams 
has said he wants to see an end 
to violence and wants to 
embrace” December's Angio- 
In^ declaration on Northern 
Ireland, 

‘Tt is on that basis that we 
understand he has been given a 
visa to anend the conference in 
New York. ' said the spiokes- 
man, sp>eaking on condition of 
anonymity, 

‘‘The government hopes Mr. 
Adams attendance.,. wj|| 
prew upon Sinn Fein and the 
Irish Republican Army the 
need to end violence per- 
manemty ’—a prerequisite for 
all-party talks ated in the dec- 

laid*'”" spokesman 


Sundance gives 
top honours to a 
2 character film 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Tlie 
United States has granted a 
limited visa to Gerry Adarns, 
president of Sinn Fein, the 
Northern Irish political ^rty 
that supports the outlawed Ir- 
ish Republican Army (IRA). 

The White House said it 
made the decision Sunday to 
support recent progress in 
negotiations to end decades of 
civil strife in Northern Ireland. 
The step will permit Mr. 
Adams to attend a New York 
conference. 

President Bill Qinton “sup- 
ports this difficult decision and 
belives it will help advance the 
ca uy- of peace in Northern 
Ireland,” the White House 
said in a statement. 

Mr. Qinton anti Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher dis- 
cussed the 'issue several times 
before the decision was made. 
State Department spokesman 
David Johnson said. 

The White House said 
Attorney General Janet Reno, 
at the recommendation of Mr . 
Christopher, issued a “w^ver 
to Gerry Adams’ ineligibility" 
to allow Mr. Adams to attend a 
conference Tuesday on North- 
ern Ireland. 


SALT LAKE CITY, Utah (R) 

A film featuring a Han^ 

Law School dropout and a 
secretary ftoni the Bronx who- 
meet at work took top featiue 
honours at this year's SundaiKe 
Film Festival, which ended its 
lO-day run Sunday. The film. 
What Happened Was, tak^ 

I places entirely in the woman's 
Manhattan loft apartment and 
was produced by ‘Tom 
Noonan, who also starred in 
the film. In the end the charac- 
ters' diverse backgrounds ren- 
der their relationship a mis-, 
match. The film, which wen 
the Grand Prize, was among 
the more than 90 feature films 
and 70 short subjects diown 
during the 10-day attendance- 
record-breaking festival. When 
actor-director Robert Red- 
ford's Sundance Institute t^k 
over the then-U. S. film festival 
a decade ago, about 400 peoftie 
showed up. Festival promoters 
said Sunday about 65,0(X) tick- 
ets were sold for this year's 
presentations, about 10 per 
cent more than a year ago. 
Freedom On My Mind, a film 
about the civil rights move- 
ment, took the Grand Prize in 
the Documentary Category. 
Spanking The Monkey, a dark 
tale about an affair between- a 
college student and his mother, 
won the Audience Prize in the 
Dramatic Category. Hoop 
Dreams, which t^ronides tiie 
lives of two Chic^o-area hi^ 
school basketball piayere, 
tured the Audience Award in 
the Document^ Category. 
The event is interF.£Skonally 
recognised as the single most 
impewtant showcase M Amer- 
ican independent cinema. -It. 
draws thousands of prodnceis, 
directors, actors and cinema- 
tographers to the trendy, for- 
mer mining town of Park City, 
just east of Sait Lake City. 
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Tired rapist 
wakes up to arrest 


GRENOBLE, France (AFP) 
A rapist who fell adeep in 
the bed of the woman he had 
just attacked at knifepoint 
woke to find himself under 
arrest. polijce in the southwest- 
ern FreDoh town of Greaobfe nod 
Sunday. The woman, who was 
livtdg in university accom- 
modation in the village ne^ 
Gri^l^ble, had opened -the 
door to the roan who she 
thought was a friend. He then 
threatened her with a knife and 
raped her but when the attack- 
er fell asleep oo her bed the 
woman escaped and alerted a 
friend. Police arrested the 
man, who was not identified. 


Law And Order’s 
Moriarty quits 
over ‘censorship’ 


NEW YORK (R) — Actor 
Michael Moriarty, an .out- 
spoken defender of the right to 
portray violence on tele^^ion, 
has quit NBC-TVs Law and 
Order series, accusing NBC of 
trying to censor his views after 
he said he had been pulled 
from two talk shows, his 
spokesman said Sunday. “It's 
obvious that the network is 
itying to censor him and his 
views," his spokesman, Gary 
springer, said in a statement; 
Moriarty, who plays the lead 
prosecutor on the highly-rated' 
crime drama, has been a strong 
advocate of first amendment 
rights to portray violence on 
• TV . The actor charged that in 
blocking his appearance on 
Now and the Today shows, the 
network was infringing on his 
rights of free speech. But net- 
work spokeswoman Alexan- 
dria Constantinople denied the 
charge. "Mr. Moriarty was 
never confirmed or scheduled 
to appear on Now," she told 
Reuters. "We had looked at 
doing a profile on him but 
nothing was set," she said. 

We have not ruled out doing 
something on him in the fo- 
ture.” However, the spokes- 
woman did admit that Moriar- 
ty and Republican Senator 
Kent Conrad of Nebraska had 
wen bumped from a scheduled 
debate on the Today show last 
Wednesday on "should media 
violence be censord?" “At the’ 
last moment the Today show 
^iMd rcc Chainnan Reed 
Hundt who had just given an 
imp^ioned speech in Miaini 
on the issue of media violence 
and censorship," she said. “In 
news, and both of these prog- 
rammes are in the news diw- 
sion, everything is subject to 
ast-minute changes. We simp- 
ly went for something more 
timely Realise Hundt had just , 
&wn the speech,” she added. 

I he T^y show had looked at - 
a number of issues on violence 
and enme in America last 
ek, she said. TTie resigna- 
A 1^5 as a surprise to Law 
Order producers, a nct- 
source said. 
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Js'jj. Cowboys win Super Bowl with huge 2nd half 

- 



u, 

m ihe 

< tOnt . 


< took 
'years 


MSvP.»?Pfi 


^hich 


Was 


ATLANTA (AP) — The Dal- 
las Cowboys and the Buffalo 
Bills pUy^ for Super Bowl 
histoiy Sunday, and they both 
got it. 

The Cowboys won their 
second straight National Foot- 
ball League (NFL) cham- 
pionship and were proclaimed 
the team, of the ’90s. The Bills 
lost in the dtle game for the 
fourth straight time, something 
no team has ever done in any 
sport. 

Dallu found its spark in two 
unlikely stars. James Washing- 
ton and Leon Lett. 

Washbgton, a backup safe- 


fined 

P also 

•at'Orjihin 'ft 

film «,f * ,ty, had-a hand in 17 of Dallas’ 
"rue. points as they beat the Bills for 

n &0 feat *1*® second year in a row, this 

t subisM time 30-13. By becoming four- 

^av 'rt ^ losers, the Bills did what 
insfes?- no franchise in history has ever 
ji-" done — lose a championship 

flee In • ^ if g**"® straight times. 

-U 5 While commissioner Paul 

u\i7' "'faw jadiabuc used the “team of 
the ’90s” label as he presented 
aj DrrwK.. Vince Lombardi trophy to 
coach Jimmy Johnson and 
owner Jerry Jones of the Cow- 
boys, I^as players were morq 
reticent. 

“It’s too early,” said defen- 
sive end Charles Haley, who 
played on San Francisco’s 
Caicfc “Team of the ’80s.” He said; 
Let’s see what we do next 



Dallas Cowboys running back Emmia Smith (22) is pushed into the 
endxoiie by Bnlblo BiDs Thomas Smith during tiie 3rd quarter of 
the Soper Bowl game (AFP) 
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year. 

In the Buffalo locker room, 
someone said jokingly “Oh for 
five in ’95.” 

But that only covered up the 
pain. 

“How difficult is it?” asked 
linebacker Darryl Talley. “It 
hurts. It hurts deeply.”' 

Emmitt Smith, ^o surpri- 
singly was named the game's 
MW over Washington, ran for 
132 vards and two toudhdowns 


as Dallas became the 10th 
straight team to win the 
league's title game by outscor- 
ing the Bills 24-0 in the second 
half after trailing 13-6 at half- 
time. 

But it was Washington who 
turned the game as the Cow- 
boys became just the fifth team 
to win in consecutive years and 
tied San Frandsco and Pitt- 
sburgh with four Super Bowl 
victories. 

Washington, who started 
only because Dallas used five 
backs ag;ainsi Buffalo’s three 
wcde-receiver offense, re- 
turned a fumble 46 yards for a 
touchdown, intercepted a pass 
in the fourth quarter that led to 
another score, and forced a 
first-half fumble that led to a 
field goal. Both fumbles were 


by Buffalo’s star running back, 
'niurman Thomas, whose frus- 
tration seemed to symbolise 
the entire team’s — he finishec^ 
with just 37 yards in 16 carries. 

Tte most important of those 
turnovers was the work of 
Lett, who stripp^ Thomas of 
the ball on the third play of the 
second half with Buffalo hold- 
ing a 13-6 lead. 

Washington, whose in- 
terception led to Dallas* first 
touchdown in last year's S2-17 
rout of Buffalo, picked it up 
and rambled in for the touch- 
down (hat tied the game, 
changed the momentum fore- 
ver and guaranteed Buffalo its 
place in tJFL history. 

Smith rushed for 61 of his 
yards on the next drive, scoring 
from IS yards out to give Dal- 


las a 20-13 lead. Lett. Haley. 
Jim Jeffcoat and Darren 
Woodson, meanwhile, all 
made Ng defensive plays to 
shut down a Buffalo o^nse 
that had rung up 216 yards in 
the fiist half but got just 98 
after intermission. 

It was not a great day for 
Troy Aikman, last year’s 
MVP. 

The Dallas quarterback was 
19 of 27 for 207 yards, but 
couldn’t get the ball in the end 
2 one in the first half, when 
Buffalo's Jim Kelly was mov- 
ing the ball up and do^ the 
field with ease, passing for 176 
yards before intermission. But 
Kelly finished with just 260 
yar^ on 31 of SO p^ng. 

Smith, the league’s MVP in 
the regular season, added the 
Super Bowl MVP award to his 
oollection. 

After being held to 41 yards 
on 10 carries in the first half, 
he took over after Lett and 
Washington had combined to 
tie it and Jeffcoat and Haley 
had combined on a 13-yard 
sack of Kelly on Buffalo’s next 
series. 

Dallas then got the ball on 
its own 36 and Smith carried 
for 9 yards, then ran for 3 
ya^, then 9,7, 14 and 4. After 
Aikman hit Daryl Johnston for 
3 yards, Johnston dashed 15 
yards up the middle on third 
and three for the score that 
gave Dallas the lead for good. 

Smith scored again from a 
yard out 5:10 into the fourth 
quarter a^r Washington bad 
returned an interception 12 
yards to the 34. 

Eddie Murray, who had field* 
goals of 41 and 34 yards in the 
first half, added a ^yarder 
with 2:50 left, leaving Buffalo 
to start over next year. 


Gillooly said to implicate 
Ehurding after she named him 


PORTLAND, Ore (R) — 
Skating star Tonya Harding’s 
ex4ra^baiid implicated her in a 
pto to attack Nancy Kerrigan 
only after FBI agents showed 
finn a statement by ber Imking 
turn to the attack, a news re- 
port said Sunday. 

Ihe OrqgMiian newspaper 
quoted Jeff GiDooly’s br^er, 
John, 85 saying CHDooly was 
stunned that Harding had 
abandoned a “cover story” the . 
coap^ had (fiscussed. 

ft' said OiDooly’s attori^- 
bad tried for some time to 
amvince him diat Harding had 
tamed on him, but Gillooty did 
DOC believe it untfl the FBI 
showed him a depositioa that 
Hanfing made during a meet- 
ing with agents Jan. 18. 

GOloc^ was arrested Jan. 19 
in connection with the Jan. 6 
attack on Kerrigan, Harding’s 
top rival for a spot on the U.S. 
^ynqtic ream. 

The Oregonian quoted Gil- 
hxtiy’s attorney. Rot Hoevet, 
as saying the brother’s version 
was accurate. 

“Jeff would have fallen on 
bis svKMd for Tonya, if Tonya 
had told him tbe truth, but ste 
didn’t,” it quoted Hoevet as 
saying. 


Gillooly persisted for some 
time in believing Hartting 
would not implicate him, 
Hoevet said, but when author- 
ities showed GQlooly ber 46- 
page deposition, 'T^t finaOy 
coovino^ Jeff that Tonya had 

implieat ed him. ” 

Hoevet could not be readied 
for cximment Sunday. 

Gillooly has negotiated a 
plea bargain vrith authorities 
under which be will testify that 
Harding was involved in tbe 
Kerrigan plot from the begin- 
mng. according to reports. 

The reports, which have not 
been oCfidaDy confirmed, say 
Gillooly will {rfead goflfy to a 
diaxge of radceteecing and be 
sentenced to two years in pri^ 
on and a $100,000 fine for his 
part in tbe plot. 

Kerrigan was smashed in tbe 
leg by a man wielding a metal 
club and knocked out of tbe 
national diam|rionsbips in De- 
troit, vdiidi were also to decide 
who would go to the Winter 
Olympics is Lillehammer, 
Norway, next month. 

Har&ig, 23, insists she is 
innocent, although she has 
admitted tiiat she kept silent 
for days after learning that 
peq^ie close to her were in- 
volved in foe attack. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTR OMAR SHARIF 
9 TAIWAH HtfOGH 
•IMS Trttm UM« SwiMn. tac 

TBE HEAKT OF THE MATTER 


Both vulnenU^ North deals. 
NORTH 
J64 
7KQ65 
0 7 6 
*K76 

WEST EAST 

*72 *9 

74 10 8 7A732 

OQ10 882 0J964 

*Q94 WA4 10 3 

SOUTH 

' 4AK10863 

' 794 

OAK 
*852 
7^ Iriddhig; 

North w— * South West 

P«M Pus 1 * Pmb 

8 * Fms 4 * Pus 

Pbm Put 

OpeidiV lead: Jack of 7 
There are oo rewardi for findin g 
the obvious nna of play at the table. 
*nie lit Bee in di g gin g up the best 
m*thod, 

Nnth't hand was on tbe border- 
Kae an invitational taiM to three 
^ades and a leap to game. Knee ^ 

hand WAS acele&s and lacking in ia- 
temedl^es, North wisely dacted to 
tb f more eouservative course. 
South i«d plenty in reserve to 
aocqit 


West led the jack of beaits, cov- 
ered by the queen and taken by the 
ace. East renixned a heart. How 
would you proceed? 

Obviou^. if West has the ace of 
chibs, the contract is cold. But that's 
just a 60 percent chance. In the final 
snalysiB, you might have to settle for 
a favorable Be of the cards, but then 
is another posnbility whidi will 
guarantee the contract that should 
be tested first. 

lie exact order of play is unim- 
portant, but look what happens if 
you win tbe heart in dummy, ruff a 
heart with tbe king of qiades. then 
cash the ace of spato and e nter 
dummy with the ja^ in the proeesa 
drawing toe last trump. New cesb 
the ace and king of famonds, re- 
turn to the table with toe queen of 
trumps and lead tbe boaid'ii last 
heart . . 

If Eafft diaeerda on this trick, you 
can do no better than ruff end leM a 
chib toward toe long, hoping for the 
best But when East produces tbe 
lest heart you have e sure-fire liiy. 
Instead, of ruffing, discard a dnb. 
East iaendplayed and must give you 
the fulfilling crick, either with a 
sluff-and-ruff or by leading a civh. 
guaranteeing the knig will score a 
trick. Veiia! 


Russian federation head 
confident mutiny will end 


MOSCOW (R) — The head of 
Russia’s soccer federation says 
he is confident that several of 
the players who are refusing to 
play for national team coach 
Pavel Sadyrin will return to the 
squad in time for this year’s 
World Cup finals. 

Vyachslav Koloskov told the 
weekend edition of Sport Ex- 
press newsp^r he was sure a 
number of the team, many of 
whom play for leading Euro- 
pun clubs, would change their 
minds. 

TTie 14 rebels, who complain 
they are not being paid enough 
for playing for the Russian side 
and say Sadyrin should be 
sacked for incompetence, have 
boycotted the- team's current 
trip to the United States and 
M^co. 

But Koloskov said Benfica 
striker Sergei Yuran and 
Dynamo Dresden keeper Sta- 
nidav Cberchesov were bound 
to relent. 

“Saying this, I am relying on 
my intuition and my know- 
ledge of these people," he told 
the newi^per. 

Chelsea goalkeeper Dmitry 
Kharin and Manchester United 
winger Andrei Kanchelskis 
were also sure to play, Kolos- 
kov said. He added that he had 
a feeling Karlsruhe striker 
Sergei Kiryakov, one of the 
rebels' rin^eaders. would re- 
turn to the fold. 

"Soccer is all that matters to 


him in life. I’ve known lum for 
13 years, he went to sdiool 
with my son,** Koloskov said. 

The powerful contingent 
from champions Spartak Mos- 
cow, who make up most of foe 
defence, has also vovred not to 
turn out for tbe national side 
but Koloskov said he was con- 
vinced they too would change 
their minds. 

The federation has refused 
to bow to players* pressure for 
Sadyrin's r^acement by for- 
mer Soviet national coach 
Anatoly Bysbovecs, dismissed 
after the poor performance of 
foe commonwealth side in the 
1992 European Championfoip. 

Koloskov said he would con- 
sider removing Sadyrin only if 
no iriayers turned up when the 
squad was due to gather in 
May or if he felt foe final ream 
would shame counCiy. 

The young Ru^an side had 
been tipped to do well in foe 
finals in the United States but 
the unprecedented mutiny 
looks like wrecking their 
chances. 

Oniy 18 players out of more 
than 40 invited arrived in Mos- 
cow to train before foe squad 
left tO' play friendlies agaiiist 
foe United States and Meidco. 

Tbe decline in standards was 
obvious when the makeshift 
team scrambled a 1-i draw 
with the United States Sa&ir- 
day. 


14-year-old is youngest 
ever chess grandmaster 


WIJK AAN ZEE. Nether- 
lands (R) — 14-year-old Peter 
Leko of Hungary became the 
youngest chess grandmaster in 
history’ Sunday by finishing 
Third in the elite Wijk Aan Zee 
grandmasters tournament. 

Leko, bom in September 
1979, broke the record set in 
1991 by another Hungarian. 
Judit Polgar. by 14 months. 
Only Polgar and former world 
champion Bobby Fischer of the 
United States have become 
grandmasters at the age of 15. 

Leko's performance in the 
Dutch coastal town of Wijk 
Aan Zee was the third world 
class result he needed to be 
awarded the grandmaster title 


by tiK World Chess Federa- 
tion. His earlier grandmaster- 
level results had been in 
Budapest and Leon. Spain, in 
1993. 

The modest 14-year-old, 
who lives in the town of Szeged 
on foe Hui^rian-Yugoslav 
border with his mother, grand- 
mother and brother, admitted 
(hat he was extremely nervous 
before his key final round draw 
against the tournament win- 
ner, Bosnian number one Pre- 
drag Nikolic. 

“I only slept for six houta 
last night.” Leko said after bis 
early draw offer had been 
accepted by Nikolic. “1 was 
certainly not calm.” 


BRITISH LADIES OF AMMAN 

Monthly Meeting! 

Wednesday Feb. 2 10-12 a.m., 

and 

Wednesday Feb. 9 4-6 p.m.. 

the Forte Grand Hotel (Plaxa) 
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International Ski Federation president 
wants speed restrictions for women 


VIENNA (AFP) — ■ The presi- 
dent of the Internationa] Ski 
Federation (FIS) Monday cal- 
led for spe^ restrictions on 
women racers following the 
death of Austrian star Ulrike 
Maier. 

’Tt has become imperative 
to cheek the speed of women,” 
Marc Hodler told Austrian 
Radio. But he would not say 
what measures would be taken 
or considered. 

Tbe federation has been 
forced on the defensive after 
being threatened with legal ac- 
tion by Maier’s fiance after her 
dMth in a crash during the 
Garmisch Partenkirchen dow- 
nhill Saturday. 

Mater, a two-time former 
pant slalom world champion, 
fell at more than 100 
kilometres an hour and hurtled 
inte a timing post and bank of 
snow. She suffered a broken 
neck and other severe internal 
injuries. 

The skier will be buried in 
her tome village of Rauris 
near Salzburg Thursday, it was 
offtdaliy announced. The fed- 
eratioo is to o^nise a special 
event to raise money for 
Maier^s four year old daughter 
Melanie. 

But preliminary work on leg- 
al proceedings has already 
started. Maier’s boyfriend 
Hubert Schweighofer, the 
father of Melanie, criticised 
safety measures at Garmisch 
and threatened action. 

The skier’s lawyer, Harald 
Lettner, said Monday that 
three areas of conttrn would 
be highlighted. He said some 
of tile safety installations were 
^ years old, the timing post 
that t^'er struck was on the 
narrowest part of the Kanda- 
har slope ato FIS safety chief 
Jan Tischbauser was a^nt. 

Hodler said in tbe radio in- 
terview: “ft is impossible to 
foresee everything and protect 
against every risk.” 

But he admitted that he was 
“concerned,” about state of 
tbe art equipment and ski suits 
that bad cut times. 

"We had hoped that the 
safety measures would be suffi- 
cient,” said Hodler. ”It tvas 
tbe women themsdves who 
wanted to race on the slopes 
used by the men.” 

Maier had reportedly ex- 
pressed concern about foe 
Garmisch slope before Satur- 



Photo Dp shows Austria’s downhill skier Ulrike 
Maier on a stretcher after she struck a timing post 
during foe women’s World Cup downhill event 


Jan. 29. Below is a file photo of Mai?.*' gSving a kiss 
to her then two-year-old daughter .Mclsnie ci^ed 
by fiance Hubert Schweighofer i.AF?) 



day’s race. She was reported to 
have told a Swiss local radio 
station: “The run is brutally 
icy, something must be done 
b^use otherwise it is too 


dangerous.” 

The federation said that this 
weekend's men's World Cup 
races at Garmisch Partenkir- 
chen would go ahead despite 


Mger's deafo. 

Saturday’s downhill 'will be. 
on the Kandahar slope on. 
which Maier was killed. A slar- 
lom will be held Sunday. 


EURO SOCCER 

Brazilian flair fires Deportivo 


PARIS (AFP) — A double 
helping of Brazilian fiair, back- 
ed by European grit, helped 
Deportivo la Coruna stay dear 
of Baiceloiia at foe bead of tiie 
Spanish league. 

Deportivo, with Barcelona 
just four points off the pace, 
had HrawTton mpOTts Donato 
and Bebeto to thank for their 
2-1 win over third-placed 
Sporting Gijon. 

But It was their detennina- 
tioD to keep on presOTg for- 
ward until the fio^ mzniites of 
both halves which ensured tbe 
win. 

Their penistence earned a 
penalty in tbe last minute of 
the first half, put away by 
DOTBto, and tbeir efforts after 
the break finally told with just 
two minutes of foe match to 
when Bebeto made H 24). 

Deportivo, who bad only 
conceded six goals in 20 match- 
es before Sunday's encounter, 
relaxed to allow Gijon striker 
Joan Jnanele tbe diuce to pot 
away a penalfy in tbe final 
seconds. 

Aisenio Iglesias’s side sur- 
vived the late flony to stay 
dear of Barcelo^ who holed 
to impress against Albacete 
despite a Julio Salinas double 
earning them a 2^1 win. 

Real Madrid flopped to a 
goalless stalemate at 18tb- 
p laced struggle IS Real Valla- 
dolid. Their problems were 


made worse when Emilio But- 
ragueno limped off with a knee 
injury expMded to keep him 
out of action for a month. 

Athletic Bilbao, in fifth- 
place, showed Reid bow to 
deal with lesser opposition by 
hitting four past bottom dub 
Lerida. with Ander Garitano 
daiming tbe first, in foe second 
minute, and tbe third. 

Italy’s top clubs produced a 
amflar story in the serie a 
programme, with champions 
AC Milan conserving their 
four-point advantage after 
striker Daniele Massarc scored 
the only goal at Atlanta. 

Tbe ch^ng pack, headed by 
inventus and Samf^oria, with 
Utde to do except improve 
tbeir goal differences. 

Jnventus beat Fo >^2 2-G. 
wfaQc Sampdoria, missing in- 
jured English international 
David Platt, won 3-0 against 
bottom-club Lecce. 

Juvenins’s match-winners 
were Fabiriao Ravanelli and 
Roberto Baggio, while Samp- 
doria, left it late after Pietro 
Viercbowod opened the scor- 
ing eight minutes after tbe 
break. Giampaolo Ceramicob 
settled the game by scoring in 
bis own net before Roberto 
Mancini added tbe third in the 
dying minutes. 

Parma beat Genoa 4-0 but 
foter MHan needed a double 
from Ruben Sosa and an 89th 


minute goal from Davide Fon- 
tolan to share tbe points 
against Cagliari in a 3-3 thril- 
ler. Paul Gascoigne's Lazio 
beat Oemonese 4-2 to catch 
inter on 25 points. 

France's top match saw 
Otympiqiie Marseille take on 
Monaco, wbo replaced them in 
foe European Cliampions Cap 
following allegations of match- 
rigging- 

Marseille, fired by two goals 
from Brazilian striker Da Silva 
Anderson, won 2-1 to edge 
nearer leaders Paris St Ger- 
main and extend their un- 
beaten run to seven games. 
But defender Jocelyn An^oma 
earned his second red card in a 
row for two bookable offences. 

Marseille joy was deflated 
when PSG matched them to 
complete their 19th fixture 
without a loss when they swept 
past lowly Caen 3-0. 

David Ginola scored his 11th 
of the season to give the Pari- 
sians an early lead and a 25- 
yard tbusderboh from another 


French international Paul le- . 
Guen finished foe job. 

Bordeaux, whose ex-.,- 
Presidest Gaude Bez went on 
trial for corruption this week,- ; 
saw all chances of a late ebargei- , 
virTualiy disappear as they, ' 
went down 2-1 at home to St, • 
Etien.ne. .* . 

Ajax A.msterdam extended-^ 
tbeir lead at the cop of foe ' 
Dutch league to three points 
after champions Feyenoord, . 
had to come back for a 1-1- 
draw at home to RKC Waal-, 
wijk. 

Ajax beat third placed 'N^tesr, 
se Arnhem 3-! rrifo Jari Lit-' 
manen scoring another double 
to take his league tally for foe 
season to 21. 

Anderlech: vron 2-0 at the 
Belgian first division’s bottom • 
dub Genk. Club Brugge stay 
two points behind after beating ! 
fourth placed Cnarlero: 2-1. ' 

Portuguese leaders Benfica 
were beaten by Lisbon neigh- 
bours Belenenses 2-1 in foe • 
Portuguese Cap. I 


CRYSTAL CLEAR 


On gems and birthstones 


Visit 




AJANI 

JEWELLERS 


Learn the unbelievable 


OPENLNG AVAIL.ABLE 

ELECTRONIC FNGI\EERS 

ELECTRONIC DESIGN ENGiNHERS NEEDED TO 
PERFORM DESIGN OF DIGIT.AL C'P.C'JiTS. THE 
C.ANDID.^TES MUST BE FLUENT IN ENGLISH. 
TE.AM WORKERS. WITH STRONG DESIGN SKILLS. 
BOTH SENIOR AND ENTRY LEVELS .^.RE NEEDED. 

INTERESTED CANDIDATES MA^' SEND THEIR 
H.AND-WTUTTEN APPLICATIONS .ALONG WITH 
THEIR QUALIFIC.ATIONS. cXPERiENCE 
CERTIFIC.ATES AND A RECENT PHOTO WITHIN 
ONE WEEK TO.- 

PERSONNEL DEPT. 

P.O. BOX '*’652) 

AMMAN -J-'jRD.AN. 
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WHILAPMLPHIA 


INDOCHINE 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. b:l5. 9 

Special shew on Thursdays. Fridays, Satur- 
days and Sundays at 11 a.m. for children 

Bugs Bunny lilm- 


Gncma 


Tel.:- 699238 


Ahmad Zaki in 


The Lady’s Chauffeur 


(Arabic) 


Shuu-s: l2:.'U)..Vl.‘t..‘i;(Ki.h:.in.S:.ln. 10:.^l 


Omom 


TeL: 677420 


CONCORD 


CONCORD *1’ 

FALLING DOWN 

Show: >2:30. 3:30. ft:l5. 8J0. 10:30 

CONCORD *2’ 
DELINQUENTS 

Shows; 3:15. 5:15 only 

Arabic play **Hi America” at 8:30 


Tel.: 675571 

Bfgbil A1 Steahinl Thaatoa 


presents a play entitled: 

ALIlneNKron 

A popular polifica! comedy 
Actors; Abeer Issa. Daoud Jalajet. Has- 
san Al Shaer, Fuad Shomaii 
in addition to other comedians 

Gvtry fright L^s 

Tickals ara aaM day 


Nabil 


& i-.:sharh'’s 


Nabil and Hishani Thojire 
presents 

AMaw Arab Suinrffiit Confer- 
ence 


. daily ai &;30 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Mondays and Tuesdays 
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Palestinian Development Bank ready to 

« _ i! :-i fr.. «ftoen their 31 branches which Palestinian an- 


By Sana Atiyeh 
Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Palestinian 
Development Bank is ready to 
start work as soon as the Oslo 
accord between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Oi^anisa- 
tion (PLO) is implemented, 
according to official PLO 
sources. 

The development bank 
shareholders are ready to pay 
the initial capital' of $200 mil- 
lion as soon as a Palestinian 
anthority takes over from the 
braeli occupation authorities 
in Jericho and the Gaza Strip, 
said Jawad Naji, head of the 
PLO economic department in 
Amman. 

‘‘All the necessary work for 
the Palestinian Development 
Bank has been finalised and is 
ready for implementation." 
Dr. Naji told the Jordan Times 
in an interview. 

He said that the PLO lead- 
ership in Tunis had taken a 
deciaon for the establishment 
of the development bank and 
proposed its speedy formation. 

The FLO offid^ added that 
a large group of Palestinian 
businessmen, whom he refused 
to name, i^edg^ the ini- 
tial capital of $200 million after 
the Odo accord was agned in 


Washington last September. 

He said that the key share- 
holders were private sector 
businessmen and the Palesti- 
nian authority (government), 
but that the bank mi^t open 
its shareholding doors for in- 
ternational financial institu- 
tions. 

Dr. Naji said that the bank 
will focus its priorities on pro- 
jects related to the rebuilding 
of the inftastTucture, a field 
which had been neglected in 
the occupied territories since 
1967. 

‘The bank will provide loans 
and finandal facilities to the 
private sector and investors for 
projects in the field of indus- 
try. agriculture, tourism and 
infrastructure, sudi as hous- 
ing," Dr. Njaji said, adding that 
the bank is expeaed to serve ' 
the whole of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

"But. naturally, we cannot 
expe^ this bank to be re- 
sponsible for the rebuilding of 
the infrastructure," Dr. Naji 
said, pointing out that the 
Palestinian development plan 
for the next seven years set the 
needed investment for infras- 
tructure reconstruction at 
$11.6 billion in the occupied 
territories. 

At an international confer- 


Iran demands apology, 
compensation from Turkey 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — Iran 
Monday demanded a forma] 
apology and compensation 
‘from Turkey for bombing bor- 
der villa^ during an air strike 
on Knitfish rebels in northern 
Iraq. 

said nine people were 
killed and 19 otbm wounded 
when "several rockets and 
bombs" hit Nokan and Kani- 
zard villages in the northwest 
during a Turkish strike on a 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
base in Iraq Friday. 

"A formal apology and com- 
pensation for the fomilies of 
the victims of the tragic event 
is the least the Iranian people 
expect," Deputy Foreign 
Minister Alleddin Borujerdi 
said in a meeting with Turkish 
Ambassador Korkmaz Hakta- 
nir. 

He called “strongly" on 
Ankara to make sure Jhitoie 
attacks cm Kordish' iewls in 
Dortiiem Iraq do not "cause 
any damage” to Iranian vil- 
lages even if the targets are 
dose to the border, Tehran 
Radio said. 

Witnesses to the bombing 
can “eliminate any doubts" 
Turkey might have about the 
truth of the Iranian reports, he 
added. 

Mr. Haktanir called it a "re- 
grettable inddent" and assured 
Iranian offidals that Turkey 
had targeted the PKK, the 
radio added. 

"For this reason we have 
sent a team to witness the 
sitnation in coordination with 
Iranian officials," he was 


quoted as saying. "Turkey 
would spare no efforts to com- 
pensate for losses and I will 
convey Iran's request to Ank- 
ara.” 

A three-man delegation ar- 
rived in Tran Monday to in- 
vestigate damage done by the 
air raid. 

"They left early this morning 
to investigate the damage done 
by the raid," Ankara spokes- 
man Ferhat Ataman told Reu- 
ters. "They will stay as long as 
they need to reach a condu- 
sion." 

MR. Ataman denied press 
reports that Turkey had apolo- 
gised to Iran for Friday's raid, 
which Prime Minister Tansu 
Gller called the biggest ever 
mounted by the 'mkish air 
force in 10 years of fighting the 
PKK. 

“TfKre is no question of an 
apology," Mr. Ataman said. 
"We most wait to see what the 
probe throws up." He gave no 
more details. 

The semi-official Tehran 
Times said meanwhile that 
Iran had expected a “clear 
explanation" from Ankara on 
how the villages in Azerbaijan 
province end^ up being hit. 

"But Turkey’s explanations 
are not satisfactory at all," it 
said. "We hope Ankara would 
provide a more plausible 
account of the drain of events 
which led to the incursion into 
our territory." 

Ankara should compensate 
the families of the victims, it 
said. 


Missing Iranian Christian 
church leader found dead 


TEHRAN (Agendes) — An 
Iranian bishop who reportedly 
went missing after critidsing 
the government's treatment of 
the Christian minority in his 
country- has been fbuiid dead. 

Members of Bbhop Haik 
Hovsepian Mehr's parish. 
Assemblies of God. said Mon- 
day police emissaries informed 
tiiem that their spiritual lead- 
^s body had been recovered. 

Tb^ smd they were notified 
of hfr. *Mehr's death on Sun- 
day, 11 iep : after he went mis* 
ring on bis to the airport. 
But they said they did not 
know when or how he died. 

"We don't know what 
caused the death," Henry 
Manoukian. an aide to the 
bishop told the Assodated 
press. "We were told an auto- 
.psy win be carried out today 
(Mooday)." 

However. Middle East 
Watch, which was first to re- 
port Mr. Mehr's disappearance 
on Jan. 19 and then the recov- 
ery of his body, said Sunday 
the bishop had died Jan. 20. 

Iranian ofTidak. who have 
not commented on Mr. Mehr's 
disappearance, have yet to 
announce bis death. The state 
media has ignored the issue. 

Middle East Watdi. a New 
York-based human rights 
group, quoted a statement 
issued by the Assemblies of 
God regional director in Cyp- 
rus as saying photographs of 
Mr. Mehr's body showed 
stitches in the abdomen, sug- 
gesting a post-mortem ex- 
amination had been done. 

It urged Iranian authorities 
to make their findings public 


and to also allow an indepen- 
dent autopsy. 

Asked what the impact of 
the news has had on the parish. 
Mr. Manoukian said: "We are 
worried that this may be 
directed against us." He re- 
fused to explain. 

hfiddle E^ Watch said that 
there has been no explanation 
for the delay in informing Mr. 
Mehr's relatives and followers 
of his death. 

It said the bishop's body was 
found on a major Tehran 
street and taken to the city 
morgue shortly after the 
bishop's disappearance. 

Official photographs of the 
body were identified by Mr. 
Me^'s son. Joseph, and two 
other Assemblies of God 
cfaurdi officials in Iran, Middle 
East Watch said. 

Middle East Watch said that 
according to a statement issued 
by the Assemblies of God. 
photographs of the corpse 
showed stitches round the sto- 
mach, suggesting that an auto- 
psy may already have been 
carried out. 

"If (this is) confirmed, the 
results of the... autopsy should 
be immediately released to 
Bishop Hovsepian's widow." 
the human rights group said, 
adding that the family should 
be allowed to take possession 
of the body if they wanted to. 

The pastor disappeared 
shortiy after leading a success- 
fo] campaign to free a fellow 
Assemblies of God deigyman, 
the Rev. Mehdi Dibaj, who 
had been sentenced to death 
for abandoning his Muslim 
^th. 


ence' on financial support for 
Mddle East peace in Washing- 
ton last October donors 
pledged S2.4 billion for the 
territories in the next five 
years. An amount of S570 mil- 
lion for 1994 was allocated to 
infrastructure projects sudi as 
roads, water, sewage, electric- 
ity and hospital and school 
building. 

Dr. Naji said that in light of 
the economic agreement 
signed between the PLO and 
Joirdan, the Palestinian De- 
velopment Bank is expected to 
deal mostly in the Jordanian 
dinar, in addition to foreign 
cunendes. 

Jordan and the PLO signed 
an economic agreement in ear- 
ly January making the dinar 
the main currency used in the 
West Bank and Gaza and giv- 
ing the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ), along with a joint 
Jordahian-^estinian finandal 
committee, the right to super- 
vise the monetary activities of 
banks and other finandal in- 
stitutions there until a finandal 
Palestinian authority was 
established. 

While the agreement gave 
the Palestinians the right to 
independently establish their 
own banks, it was agreed that 
the eight Jordanian banks 


reopen their 31 branches which 

were closed after Israe occu- 
pied the West Bank on June 5, 
1967 

Dr. Naji also confirmed that 
in the first five years -7 an 
interim period of Palestinian 
self-rule in the occupied terri- 
tories before a final settlement 
is reached with Israel “■ th® 
bank is also expected to deal in 
the Israeli shekel. 

"The Israeli shekel has been 
used in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip since 1967, and is 
expected to continue to do so 
in the years of the interim, 
peri^," Dr. Naji said. 

The PLO offidal explained 
that the Palestinian authority 
in the automous area wiO have 
jurisdiction over tbe activities 
of the bank, with dose coor- 
dination* with the joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian financial 
committee, until a finandal 
Palestinian monetary authority 
was formed. 

However. Dr. Naji noted 
that negotiations were ongoing' 
with Israel over the monetary 
authorities in the autonomous 
area, where the PLO Insists 
that the Palestinians have the 
jurisdiction to supervise and 
monitor their financial polides 
and to ^tablish their own 
monetary' authority. 


states that the Palestinian au- 
thority has the right to estab- 
lish finandal development in- 
stitutions,” Dr. Naji stressM. 

The idea of the Palestipian 
Development Bank first 
started with the first Palesti- 
nian businessmen conferent* 
in Ttinis in 1989, where parta- 
pants welcomed the idea of its 
formation with an initial capit- 
al of $10 million. 

"We later saw the need to 
raise this number to $100 mil- 
lion and a number of Palesti- 
nian businessmen and fuaancia] 
institutions In tbe occupied ter- 
ritories began to take practical 
steps for the bank's establish- 
ment," Dr. Naji said. 

. He said that the concerned 
Pal^'nian partied in the occu- 
pied 'territories were able to 
receive the approval of the 
Israeli authorities for the 
formation of this bank some 
time before the Oslo accord 
was signed. 

“But in light of the new 
political developments and 
with the absence of develop- 
ment institutions in tbe We^ 
Bank and Gaza," Dr. Naji 
said, "the initial capital of the 
bank had to be raised to $200 
million to involve itself in all 
sectors of the Palestinian eco- 
nomy.” 


FINAL TBIBITTE: Aimed Farces oCBcers Mon- 
day cany die body of the late atr force chief, 


Mqjor-Gcaenl Awni Bilid, to the Royal Cemet- 
eiy in Amman (Petra pb^) 


PalestimansTeject arms coDtrol paper 


CAIRO (AFP) — Palestinian 
negotitors at multilateral Mid- 
dle East peace here Monday 
rejected a Russian-U.S. docn- 
ment on arms control, aigning 
that its wording ignored the 
Palestinian people and their 
ri^ts. 

"Ziad Abu Ziyad, head of 
tbe Palestinian ^legation at 
tile working group on security 
and aims control, said the 


doounent was an “indirect 
attempt” to give a new inter- 
'pretation to U.N. Resolution 
2A2 on land for peace. He said 
it spoke generally of the “ban 
on seiang other people's land, 
without mentioning the 
Palestinian territory occupied 
by Israel.” 

By referring to "states in the 
region and foiling to mention 
peoples" the document "total- 


ly ignored tbe Palestinian peo- 
ple and their legitimate 
rights," Mr. Abu Ziyad said. 

^ "Any initiative aimed at set- 
tling relations between coun- 
tries in the region must take 
account of the foct that another 
state — the Palestinian state — 
is being created.” 
Participants at the talks 
agreed to set up a committee to 
draw op a new document^ 


Breakthrough predicted in self-rule talks 


' The PLO ambassador to 
Cairo said in Amman Monday 
forael and the PLO had drafted 
a compromise agreement solv- 
ing the three key issues. 

Said Kamal and other PLO 
offidals said final agreement 
awaited Mr. Rabin's approval 
of the draft. 

"Rabin has the final word 
now and reaching an agree- 
ment depends on his approval 
of the compromise readi^ be- 
tween Peres and Arafat,” Mr. 
Kamal told Reuters. 

If Mr. Rabin approves the 
draft, Mr. Kamal said the ex- 
pected both sides to initial the 
agreement within 10 days -in 
Cdro. Egypt has invited Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Arafat to 
Cairo. 

Mr. Kamal said both sides 
agreed the area of Jewbh set- 
tlement in the Gaza Strip 
would be 36 square kilometres 
and security would be provided 
by the Israeli army. 

An extra 10 square 
kilometres of land Israel is 
including in a security zone for 
the settlements will come 
under Palestinian civilian 
administration but have Israeli 
patrols, he said. 

Mr. Kamal said Israel re- 
fiised to increase the area of 
Jericho to come under Palesti- 
nian rule above 55 square 
kilometres but had agreed to 
give Palestinians ' control . of 
passages to the town from 
Other areas. 

Palestinians had eaiiier said 
the area of Jericho should be 
340 kilometre and that they 
were promised by a third par^ 
that Israel would increase the 
areas. 

"The Israeli delegation 
headed by Peres agreed to give 
Palestinians a safe passage, 
nnder the auspices of the 
Palestinian authority, from 
Jericho to Nabi Moussa, as 
well as a safe passage from 


(Continoed tnun page 1) 

Jericho to the Dead Sea," Mr. 
Kama! said, 

"It approved a Palestinian 
demand that they set up 
Palestinian projects and joint 
ventures roth others (Jordan) 
on the Dead Sea," Mr. Kamal 
said. 

"They have also approved a 
three-km safe passage from the 
.(King Hussein) bridge to. 
Jericho City, but religious 
aftairs in the Shalom A1 Israeli 
syna^igne will be under the 
auspices of Israel,” he added. 

On the problem of border 
points between Egypt and the 
Gaza Strip and between Jor- 
dan and Jericho, Mr. I^mal 
said the two sides agreed to an 
invisible Israeli presence at the 
Gaza and Jericho terminals 
cheddng visitors to Palestinian 
self-ruie areas. 

However, Israelis could 
emerge to question any 
travellers, PLO offidals said 
Israel had agreed to have a 
Palestinian lawyer present at 
Investigations. 

FLO offidals said Israel in- 
itially sought to have soldiers 
checking identities of all 
Palestinians passing throu^ 
tbe terminals. 

Other PLO offidals accused 
Israelis of reneging on an 
agreement reached in Oslo and 
Oiiro to allow Pale^ians to 
hoist their flag in terminals 
leading to Gaza Strip and 
Jericho. 

PLO official Ahmad 
Qouriea saw in Davos: “T^re 
arc still some problems on tiie 
crossings... tiiere has to be a 
real change for people cross ing 
to mamtain security but also to 
preserve the dignity of the 
Palestinians.” 

Yoel Zinger, tbe le^ advis- 
er to the fo^gn ministry and 
one of the Isreii delegation in 
Davos, was due to meet with 
Mr. Rabin to review the draft 
agreement, Israel Radio re- 
ported. 


“I have seen the details of 
the draft agreement,” said 
police Minister Mc^e Shahal, 
saying that it showed “prog- 
ress.” 

An Israeli offidal in Davos 
said Israeli agents would be 
able to see and hear "suspects" 
passing by Palestinian controls, 
but would be out of sight from 
. the public. 

Israeli reports also said a 
Palestinian lawyer would be 
present at all interrogations or 
searches. 

A map published in the daily 
Maariv newspaper showed 
Palestinians in control of three 
sites outside the Jericho en- 
clave, induding a beach on the 
Dead Sea. 

Israel Raefio rqroited that a 
simiJaT "outline agreement" 
had been reached on securing 
the roads to Jewish settlements 
m the Gaza Strip. 

"Rigjit now, the situation is 
that there is agreement and 
understanding on most 
points," Mr. Ben-Eliezer said. 
It is in its final tedinicalities." 
The daily Haaretz quoted an 
unnamed Israeli delegate as 
Mr. Rabin was updated 
torougbout the Davos talks. 
Bnt it said Mr. Rabin was not 
enthusiastic but nonethless 
gave a green light to Mr. Peres 
to go forward. 

Mr. Bcflin, Mr. Peres’ depu- 
ty* said Israel could meet the 
foW date of April 13 for 
completing a withdrawal from 
toe Gaza Strip and Jericho if 

Cairo next 
w«kend are a success. 

. toink it will be possible to 
agn an accord after Sunday’s 

"In uy case, the negotia- 
ftons ^ould not take more 
a few weeks, which would 
allow us to respea the six 
months time limit for negotia- 
hm^and application of the 



Queen Mother, 
steps ouHo church 

SANDRINGHAM, England '' 
(AP) — Queen Elizabetiu tfev ' 
C^een Mother, recovered' ,-' 
from a lingering illness, made 
her first public appearance for 
three weeks when she went to . 
church. A chest infe^on had , 
prevented her from atteo<Ung 
churdi for the past two Sna- ’«■■■ 
days. The Queen Mother, 93, ' 
used a cane as she walked from 
her car to the church in San. ■ 
dringham, a village 115 miles ^ 
(185 kms) northeast of London 
where the royal family has a 
country residence. After tbe • ' 
service, ISO onlookers afv 
plauded as she returned to. her . 
car for the drive back to San- 
dringham House with her 
daughter. Queen Elizabeth n. 
whose left arm. injured in a 
riding accident two weeks ago. ' 
was in a sling. Mary Relph, a 
regular royal watcher, was 
among the crowd delighted to 
see the Queen Mother again," ■ 
she said. 

Minister hopes 
to avoid ciosing 
Pompidou centre 

PARIS (R) — Culture Minis- 
ter Jacques Toubon says, he . 
hopes to avoid a complete do- 
sure of Paris's Georges Pompi- 
dou Modern Art Centre — one 
of France’s most visited tourist 
attractions — for urgently ;; 
needed renovation work. Mr. 
Toubon told a television inter- 
viewer Sunday night that tedi- 
nical experts bad recom- 
mended dosing tbe ftituristic 
steel and glass cultural' centre : 
in central Paris for ^ to 18 
months to speed up 'essential 
repairs. But he said he 
fovoured spreading out the 
work over a longer period and 
closing only one section at a 
time. Tbe centre, which 
opened 17 years ago, receives 
eight million visitors a year. 

Air conditioning systems and 
escalators particularly are 
lowing signs of wear and need 
replacing. Offidals said a deci- 
sion would be taken in March - 
that could result in fiiU or 
partial dosure. They told rer 
porters total cost of foe repairs 
bemld reach 400 million francs 
($70 million). Hie Pom]Mdoa 
centre houses France’s 
Museum of Modern Art, witii 
a superb permanent oollectioa 
of 20th century works, and is 
the venue for major exhibi- 
tiofis of contemporary artists. 

It also contains librmies and 
workshops. 

Man posts letters, : 
diverts prince’s 
motorcade 

LAUNCESTON, Australia : 
(AFP) — A man placed % 
bundle of letters in a post b(» 
here and forced police to divert 
Prince Charles' motorcade, 
police said Monday. The man 
started a bomb scare Sunday 
by pladng the letters in a post 
box on the prince's route u^n 
the royal limousine was only 
two minutes away, the spokes- 
man said. Police in this island 
state of Tasmania said they 
dedded not to take any risks 
and diverted Prince Chaiies' 
route. Only to discover the 
suspect bomb was a bundle of .♦ 
Jetters. "It had to be checked 
out," said Detective Inspects 
Graham Hickey. "After ther*^ 
mw wjs seen putting some- 
thing in the mailbox, the 
pnnee's route was diverted and 
it all went smoothly. Tbe con- 
tents of the mailbox were in- 
spected almost immediately." 

On Jan. 26, a man fired a 
starting pistol and lunged to- .. 
wards Prince Charles as be 
prepared to address thousands 
of people during Australia Day 
ttlebrations at Sydney's Dari- 
ing Harbour Complex. The '' 
prince was unharmed. 

Belgian minister 
sues for libel 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Belgian .. 
Foreign Minister Wily Qaes 
announced Sunday he was 
suing a nemisfa newspaper for 
libel for claiming that he had ], 
negotiated bacldianders fiom > 
toe Italian helicopter finn 
Agusia. The paper, Het Laat- , 
ste Nieuws (The Latest News). . H 
^_d Mr. Qaes negotiated ih® ■' 
bn^ when Agusta was sellfeE ' • 
military helicopters to Belgium 
in 1988. Mr. Claw told the > 
Dutch-language station BRIN 
that the accusations were ‘‘■gut- . 1 
tor journalism" and an afftont 
JO his Itonour. "Fm sick of it,” / 

u® said. “I was 'liever ‘■■1 
approadied over this busiD®ss. 

^d no one has ever made me a 

dishonest proposal," ■ • 






